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The Law School can be a challenging 
place to navigate, whether as a first year 
tackling your first case note assignment, 
or as a penultimate year student 
choosing electives. In the hope of easing 
some of the pressures associated 
with your studies, I am very pleased to 
present the 2015 SULS Education Guide. 

This Guide contains a wealth of 
information, ranging from academic 
support services and academic policy 
to study advice and student reviews 
of the diverse range of subjects 
available. While this information is 
not a definitive authority on these 
matters, I hope that it serves as a useful 
accompaniment to the information 
provided by the Faculty and assists you 
in making the most of the educational 
opportunities offered by the Law School. 
 
My thanks go to all who contributed 
to this edition of the Guide, in 
particular, Hope Williams, SULS’ 
Vice-President (Education), and 
Luca Moretti, the Editor-in-Chief, for 
your tireless dedication and effort.

Luca Moretti
Editor in Chief
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Understanding the Law School can be 
a challenge as great as grasping the 
content of any of your subjects. The 
faculty is a large institution, with its own 
conventions and customs and the range 
of opportunities can be obscured by the 
business and busyness of study and work.
 
This guide is intended to assist 
students at various stages of their 
degrees, to understand how Law School 
works and to uncover opportunities 
they might otherwise miss. We have 
also tried to provide advice on how to 
achieve the best results you can in your 
subjects. The studying advice should 
be seen as a recommendations from 
which you can pick up techniques you 
think might help you – rather than a 
prescribed and frightening regime.
 
We would like to thank the work of 
our excellent editorial team Joy Jin, 
Alexandra Roach, William Ryan and 
Nathan Stormont, who contributed 
considerable time and even more 
considerable talents to the guide. We are 
also appreciative of the work of Patricia 
Arcilla and Nick Gowland and of last 
year’s editors who provided the example 
and framework from which we worked.
 

We would also like to say that this 
guide is as a supplement to rather than 
substitute for the official information 
on subjects and programs published by 
the faculty. The reviews and opinions 
provided by students should be taken 
for what they are: a good-willed effort 
on the part of hundreds of students to 
share something of what they’ve learnt 
about the Law School with younger 
students, rather than necessarily gospel 
truth. We would finally like to thank all of 
the contributors, both past and present 
students, for their time and effort.

Luca Moretti
Editor in Chief

Hope Williams
SULS Vice President (Education)

The Law School can be a challenging 
place to navigate, whether as a first year 
tackling your first case note assignment, 
or as a penultimate year student 
choosing electives. In the hope of easing 
some of the pressures associated 
with your studies, I am very pleased to 
present the 2015 SULS Education Guide. 

This Guide contains a wealth of 
information, ranging from academic 
support services and academic policy 
to study advice and student reviews 
of the diverse range of subjects 
available. While this information is 
not a definitive authority on these 
matters, I hope that it serves as a useful 
accompaniment to the information 
provided by the Faculty and assists you 
in making the most of the educational 
opportunities offered by the Law School. 
 
My thanks go to all who contributed 
to this edition of the Guide, in 
particular, Hope Williams, SULS’ 
Vice-President (Education), and 
Luca Moretti, the Editor-in-Chief, for 
your tireless dedication and effort.

Alice Zhou
SULS President
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massive amounts of time you would 
synthesise your notes after each class 
before moving on to the next topic. 
Certainly it is best to summarise your 
notes while the topic is fresh in your 
mind.
 
2. Do readings after the lecture
 
Add notes from the set readings after 
the lecture, to build on the basic 
understanding the lecture provided you. 
Your lecturer’s emphasis can help you 
recognise what material is key, and what 
is more peripheral.
 
What about supplementary material?
 
On top of necessary readings, lecturers 
often suggest recommended or 
supplementary materials. These aren’t 
compulsory, but what are the benefits?
 
+ They can further your understanding 
beyond the knowledge provided by the 
lecture and starred cases.

+ They can help you understand difficult 
concepts. Try using a second textbook or 
study guides (such as those produced 
by LexisNexis or Butterworths) that use 
plainer language or summarise key 
concepts.

+ They clarify and impose structure on the 
law. Casebooks are important for detail, 
but don’t always help you understand the 
big picture and can sometimes present 
conflicting perspectives. For example, 
a textbook or study guide can provide 
a clear statement of the elements of an 
offence that may not have been explicit 
in a case extract. It can also help clarify 
if cases you have read apply to our 
jurisdiction.

+ They expand the complexity of your 
argument in essays. If you suspect 

Preparing for Lectures
 
Lectures can feel unrelenting at times; 
two hours of factual scenarios, unfamiliar 
terminology, legislation and byzantine 
reasoning. Students who prepare are 
better equipped to grasp content and 
stay focused.
 

 
Here are two approaches:
 
1. Do readings in advance
 
Complete the required readings for the 
week prior to lectures and afterwards 
add the important points to your notes. 
This will allow you to understand key 
concepts at your own pace, rather than 
digesting them five minutes at a time. 
Preparation means you will be able 
to distinguish key information from 
dispensable background, ensuring your 
notes aren’t repetitive or an unreadable 
stream-of-consciousness. When adding 
lecture notes to your reading notes, use 
a different colour so that you know which 
parts of your notes you probably need to 
revisit and tidy.
 
It can also be helpful to read through 
the unit outline before the lecture to 
familiarise yourself with the major 
terms and concepts for that week, and to 
use as a scaffold for your lecture notes. 
Appreciate that lecturers will often place 
stress on those parts of the course that 
are likely to appear in examinations.
 
As Professor Barbara McDonald has 
suggested, in a perfect world with 
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It’s worth saying, right at the start, that 
law subjects are different to anything 
you studied at school or in a prior degree. 
Concision and clarity are prized over 
all else – the florid turn of phrase or an 
irrelevant titbit won’t help you if you’re 
not thoroughly across the material. In 
addition, you’ll be tested using new kinds 
of assessments that demand familiarity 
with course content and place a great 
deal of time pressure on students. 
 
This section outlines some study skills 
and techniques that you may find 
helpful at law school, including advice 
from high-achieving students. Much 
of this may seem obvious, but if you’ve 
never been the type of person to order 
your study it may be incredibly useful. 
Law school does not necessarily reward 
the most brilliant students, but it does 
reward those who approach study with 
rigour, who order their notes and focus 
on understanding material with a view to 
applying it in exams.
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For me, just keeping on top of the 
material throughout semester is 
pretty important. It’s less stressful 
that way when it comes to exams, 
and having consolidated notes taken 
throughout semester makes revision 
far less daunting. — Connie Yan
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Inevitably, even the most dedicated 
student will find that come STUVAC there 
will be material they do not understand or 
need to devote more time to. As a result, 
a combination of earlier preparation and 
end of term cramming is the preferred 
method of most students.

Undeniably the ideal approach is to 
make notes by an incremental approach 
over the course of the semester. 
Comprehensive notes cannot be started 
and finished during STUVAC. Creating 
notes gradually can help you to get the 
most out of tutorials, programs like PASS, 
and your time in STUVAC. Numerous high 
achievers indicated that they keep on 
top of the material throughout semester 
as much as possible.
 
However, some students (out of choice 
or necessity) find cramming is their 
preferred method, especially as the time 
pressure creates motivation for note-
taking and study. Keep in mind that the 
effectiveness of cramming may depend 
on factors beyond your control such 
as the nature of the subject and exam 
timetabling.
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semester to contribute.
+ Assigned weeks: tutors assign students 
to lead discussion or give a presentation 
in one week of the course. This makes it 
very easy to fall behind in readings as it 
seems there is no imperative to prepare 
in your non-assigned weeks. Be sure to 
stay on top of the course content anyway.
 
How can you best prepare for each 
category?
 
+ Socratic: unfortunately you will have 
to prepare for every class. This may 
mean creating short notes you can easily 
access on the fly, and answering tutorial 
questions in advance. Knowing the facts 
and details of important cases is an easy 
way to appear knowledgeable with less 
work than understanding the underlying 
concepts.

+ Continual assessment: go to most 
classes prepared. The more readings 
you’ve completed, the more answers 
you can volunteer. However, during busy 
assessment weeks, you can afford to 
volunteer fewer answers if you haven’t 
had time to prepare.

+ Assigned weeks: ensure you are well 
prepared for your assigned week. This 
will include completing the entire set 
of readings, and perhaps some choice 
supplementary readings for further detail. 
However, participating in other non-
assigned weeks by adding comments 
can also give a good impression.

that your set reading is restricted in a 
particular way, looking further afield can 
be helpful.

 

However, be careful not to spend too 
much time on supplementary readings 
to the point you lose sight of what is 
within the scope of the course. If lecturers 
or tutors indicate a specific reading is 
likely to be useful to understand the 
course or exam preparation, it will be 
especially important. You will do best in 
law subjects if you master the content 
in the Unit of Study Outline. There’s no 
point (beyond the no doubt significant 
intellectual delight) in becoming a guru 
on doctrines and cases that will never 
come up in the exam.
 
Planning for Tutorials
 
Tutorials are an opportunity to practise 
applying the information you have 
picked up from lectures. In addition 
participation marks often mean that your 
contributions in tutorials are assessable.
 
There are three broadly identifiable 
categories of assessment for 
participation:
 
+ Socratic: tutors cold-call members of 
the class during any week in semester. 
This method is said to keep the class 
interested and encourage preparation, 
but can be stressful.

+ Continual assessment: tutors expect 
students to raise their hands throughout 

There are a number of online legal 
encyclopedias accessible via the 
Law Library website, such as through 
Westlaw AU or LexisNexisAU, which 
provide great summaries of key 
concepts and which I regularly consult 
when I am experiencing difficulties 
with course content.— Rob Pietriche

I attend tutorials having made notes 
on the readings and lectures, and 
usually attempt the problem question 
- even if it’s in dot points. Attempting 
questions like this has two benefits: 
I identify gaps in my knowledge and 
can edit my notes as I go, and I tackle 
difficult concepts before the panic of 
STUVAC. — Hope Williams

I don’t think there is really a right or 
wrong way to revise for exams. It’s 
all about what works best for you, 
and sometimes that is through trial 
and error. I personally like to start 
by reviewing early, and going over 
any principles or concepts that are 
confusing. The advantage of reviewing 
early is that you still have time to 
ask your lecturer/tutor questions in 
person. — Winnie Liu

Maintain focus and commitment 
throughout semester, but increase the 
workload towards the end of semester, 
as this ensures that the time prior to an 
exam is spent practising application 
rather than trying to compile study or 
exam notes. — Rob Pietriche
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 Review and tidy your lecture notes
 
After your lecture, if you have the time, 
you should read over your notes to assist 
memorisation. If you review and tidy-up 
your lecture notes soon after your class, 
you will likely be able to retain more 
information than if you don’t look at 
them again until you make exam notes.
 
If you simply added important aspects of 
the lecture to your readings notes, ensure 
what you’ve added is coherent. This will 
be a faster process if you added lecture 
notes in a different colour.
 
Try and combine these notes with any 
slides and materials that your lecturer 
has made available.
 

 Make ‘super summaries’ or ‘scaffolds’
 
Once students complete their major 
notes, many create reduced versions. 
This will be especially important for open 
book exams.
 
Exam notes are highly condensed 
versions of your topic summaries, which 
focus on key principles and relevant 
cases or legislation. These notes will be 
organised under headings corresponding 
to legal issues as they are likely to arise 
in problem questions. Ideally, reference 
to cases will be limited to the name and 
at the most, choice facts to jog your 
memory of the details.
 
These scaffolds may be completed prior 
to the beginning of STUVAC, to guarantee 
that you have enough time to revise and 
practise using them when completing 
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past exam questions. It is likely they will 
undergo substantial alteration in the 
process of answering practice questions, 
so don’t get bogged down in perfecting 
your exam notes early on.
 
Others find that writing scaffolds during 
STUVAC, drawing on their more extensive 
notes, in addition to practice questions 
is an excellent way of crystallizing the 
key aspects of the course.

 
 

 Customise your summaries
 
Manipulate and work with the 
information to ensure it lodges in your 
memory. Do whatever you find helps you, 
but you might try including mind maps, 
diagrams and tables. Write them on post-
it notes and butchers paper to improve 
your memory.

+ The reasoning employed by the judge(s) 
to arrive at their decision

+ Any conflict between judges’ reasoning.
 
The structure for these notes can be 
based on the reading guide, the lecturer’s 
slides, headings in supplementary 
materials or a combination of these 
sources. Whatever structure you use to 
organise your notes, remember to focus 
right from the start on how you would 
apply this information to other fact 
scenarios.
 
Some students find it helpful to consult 
supplementary materials such as the 
recommended readings. Be mindful 
that while sometimes these materials 
can utilise simpler language than set 
readings, they can sometimes gloss over 
areas of complexity you are expected 
to understand. Other supplementary 
readings will go into unnecessary detail 
on minor topics. Be aware of the quality 
of the source; if it deals in one paragraph 
with a subject to which two lectures 
were dedicated then it’s probably not 
that helpful. Similarly if none of the 
materials mentioned in the lecture are 
cited amidst the detailed analysis you 
would probably be better placed looking 
over the compulsory reading again. Good 
supplementary readings can help to 
clarify a confusing area of the course 
but they should not be relied upon as an 
alternative to completing the compulsory 
reading.
Some lecturers also provide topic 
summaries or lecture slides on elearning. 
These are invaluable sources which 
condense content, and suggest what 
the lecturer considers is important for 
revision.
 

This scaffold might work for you as a way 
to compile notes for a subject.
 
You may be tempted to borrow notes 
from a friend or find them online, and 
certainly they can be useful. However 
these paths can be dangerous and will 
almost certainly not be the best ways 
to improve your understanding. It is the 
process of making notes, rather than 
the notes themselves, which give you a 
deep understanding of the content and 
ensures you are able to readily recall 
information in an exam. If you are making 
use of others’ notes, make sure they’re 
quality and only integrate applicable 
aspects into your own notes.
 

 Make notes from your readings
 
The notes that you make on the 
set readings will mostly consist of 
summaries of cases and legislation. 
There may also be some ancillary 
information in casebook commentary 
that is helpful to include, although you 
should note that these sections may just 
be repeating the content of your lectures 
in more difficult language. However some 
textbooks may provide background 
or contextual information that will be 
pertinent to essays in exams.
 
Case summaries should briefly detail:

+ The principle of law established or 
supported by the case (usually the ratio)

+ The facts relevant to the resolution of 
the case
+ The issues in contention

+ The final outcome

I can’t emphasise enough the value 
of making concise but exhaustive 
problem question scaffolds - these are 
the only way I’ve been able to survive 
law school. Every subject that has 
problem question-based assessments 
lends itself to making scaffolds. 
— Amelia Dale

I draw flowcharts. Heaps and heaps 
of flowcharts. I think the trap people 
fall into is that they focus too heavily 
on case summaries and figuring out 
each little nitbit of what’s going on. 
It’s important to understand what’s 
happening in cases, but for me, it’s 
crucial to understand the relationship 
between the cases, the actual 
principles they stand for, and which 
principles we need to solve particular 
questions. — Lan Wei

Your Guide To Making Notes
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Preparation 

Practice Questions
 
Creating your notes is only the first step. 
It is incredibly important to integrate 
practice questions into your exam 
preparation. For some subjects past 
exams can be difficult to find; you should 
check the library catalogue as well as 
elearning. If none are available, reviewing 
past tutorial questions with fresh eyes 
can be useful.
 
What are the benefits?
 
+ Practice questions give you the 
opportunity to apply your knowledge 
to factual scenarios as you would in an 
exam. They allow you to test whether your 
exam notes, scaffolds and checklists 
facilitate a solid response to an exam 
question, and can help you shape them 
into exam-friendly versions.

+ They can be the best way to absorb 
the information you’ve outlined in your 
notes.

+ They may help you identify the areas 
that you should work on and reveal holes 
in your knowledge.

+ They can give you confidence in the 
exam room with the knowledge that you 
have ‘done this all before.’ This feeling 
of comfort may improve your time 
management.

Your Guide To Practice Questions

 Once you’ve answered questions, 
read through them and ask yourself: 
have I been applying the principles to 
the facts rather than just stating them? 
Could my analysis be more succinct? 
Have I mentioned the facts of the problem 
question where they are necessary to 
apply the law, rather than just repeating 
them to no avail?

 As you complete more exam 
questions, adapt your notes and 
scaffolds based on what you learn.

 Start by working through the 
problem as you would a tutorial question, 
with your notes beside you.

 As the exam draws closer, try to 
complete problem questions in the set 
time as this will allow you to gauge how 
long it takes to get through each issue. 
Try to handwrite your answers as much 
as possible, as you would in an exam.

If there is one thing I could 
advise people to do... it is problem 
questions. Problem questions beats 
memorization because this method 
creates a logical structure in your 
head that you don’t need to rethink 
in exams, but can just apply. This will 
force you to understand your notes, 
and seek out areas you are uncertain of 
and helping you understand what the 
important stuff is. — Hayley Gordon

Until you answer a practice question, 
all of your notes are just a narrative 
inside your head. Only answering 
questions will help that narrative 
become an instruction manual. — Lan 
Wei
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work and social commitments) as much 
as possible. Time pressures in some take 
home exams can be very real.

+ As Professor Barbara McDonald and 
Dr Scott Grattan have pointed out, it’s 
important not to let yourself go sleepless 
during take-home exams - you won’t 
produce your best work, it’s not what the 
examiners expected when they set the 
exam and your other subjects will suffer.

Types of Questions
 
Law exam questions fall into two main 
types: problem questions and essays.
 
Problem Questions
 
Quick tips for approaching problems:

+ Use succinct language, and avoid 
unnecessary introductions;

+ Use headings;

+ Focus on the directive of the question;

+ Raise all the issues, but allocate your 
time depending on their importance;

+ Don’t repeat facts or invent additional 
facts;

+ Use authorities for your propositions.
 
How should I structure my answer?
Problem questions can be answered in a 
variety of ways.
 
Many lecturers recommend ‘IRAC’: an 
acronym for issue, rule, application, and 
conclusion. This technique requires that 
you organise your response around the 
issues that you will address, usually by 
stating them in your headings. D and 
HD answers may integrate the ‘R’ and ‘A’ 
aspects of this method, stating the rule 

and its authority in their application 
of it to the facts. This saves time and 
shows more finesse in applying the law 
by avoiding a blunt restatement of your 
notes.

 

 

 
You will always need to:

1. Consider the parties involved in the 
facts.

2. Consider what actions each party may 
raise or be subject to.

3. Address elements required for each 
action.

4. Offer a tentative conclusion of the 
likely outcome of applying the rule of law.

case names.
 
While many law students fear closed-
book exams, they can be a blessing in 
disguise because they help you to avoid 
the most common problem in law exam 
answers – reciting the principles of law 
without applying them to the facts at 
hand. In addition the depth of material 
you are expected to recall in your answers 
is generally less extensive.

 

 
Take-home exams
 
Take-home exams are no different to 
ordinary exams, except that you are 
given a few days or a week to complete it.
 
How should you prepare?

+ Before the allocated time, undertake 
the preparation you’d need for open 
or closed-book exams. Prepare topic 
summaries which amalgamate your 
notes on the assigned reading and 
lecture notes, and which are organised 
under headings taken from lecture slides 
or the reading guide.

+ Take into account whether your take-
home exam is within the confines of the 
course, or requires some extra research.

+ Follow directions about referencing 
- unlike in a formal exam, take-homes 
may require footnotes.

+ Try and clear your schedule (in terms of 
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Types of Exams
 
Contrary to popular opinion, open 
and closed-book exams should be 
approached in largely the same way.
 
Open-book exams
 
All law exams involve time pressure, so 
don’t let open-book exams lull you into a 
false sense of security. You will need to 
rely on your memory because there simply 
isn’t time to consult notes in detail. 
This is why scaffolds with information 
presented so that you can easily access 
it will be so important. Nonetheless you 
can always bring in your full set of notes, 
textbooks and lecture material to consult 
if the question is unexpected.

Closed-book exams
 
If you have a closed-book exam, you 
will need to memorise your exam notes, 
focusing particularly on memorising 
headings and scaffolds. Memorise the 
wording of key phrases, definitions and 

Both closed and open book 
exams require a comprehensive 
understanding of the course material 
before going into the exam. Having 
said that, I often find it useful to make 
notes for closed book exams with the 
view that I will only make note of what 
I can realistically remember. — Winnie 
LiuI don’t think there is a significant 

difference between closed book and 
open book exams because, for the most 
part, you won’t have time in an open 
book exam to go through your notes 
at length to find the right answer. You 
will need to already know the answer 
and where to look for it ahead of time. 
— Winnie Liu

I find that trying to test your memory in 
problem questions in the early stages 
of closed-book revision is counter 
productive, as you won’t know what 
steps you’re forgetting, and will then 
cement bad habits. The only difference 
I find in revision for closed-book 
exams is a bit of extra rote-learning of 
provisions or case names towards the 
end of STUVAC, just in case. — Amelia 
Dale

That annoying IRAC formula: issue, 
rule, analysis, conclusion: is actually 
quite good. — Hayley Gordon

I have found the IRAC process to be 
quite helpful. The hardest part is 
identifying the issues followed by 
applying the law to the facts. With 
regard to identifying the issues, I find 
it useful to highlight any problems 
that jump out at me immediately... 
The critical part is grouping the issues 
together in a way that forms a coherent 
structure. — Winnie Liu
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read the problem. You should have 
enough time to loosely plan your answer, 
or at least identify all the issues that 
you will address in your response. Use 
highlighters and underlining that you 
can easily refer to when you are writing 
the paper.
 
Dr Scott Grattan has explained that 
reading time can be particularly useful 
in structuring your answers so that 
you don’t fall into the common trap of 
overwriting on the early questions, only 
to leave your later answers perilously 
undercooked due to lack of time.

What about areas in which the law is 
unresolved?

You are expected to briefly canvass any 
areas of contention. This will give your 
response an added layer of depth, and 
help to distinguish you from ordinary 
responses.
 
Do I need to have a definite answer?

Not necessarily - you’re not a judge. You 
should always come to a conclusion that 
recognises the relative strengths and 
weaknesses of your arguments. Your 
answer does not need to be an absolute 
statement; something qualified like “Bob 
will likely be convicted of manslaughter“ 
is acceptable. What is rarely appropriate 
is a conclusion like “Bob may or may not 
be convicted of manslaughter“.
 
How do you use reading time?

Reading time is critical to a successful 
exam. You cannot simply read and re-
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Should I address both ‘sides’ of the question?

Always look at the directive at the end 
of the question. It might ask you to 
advise both parties - in which case 
you’d weight your advice equally to both 
parties. It might ask you to advise one 
party - in which case advise that person 
of potential claims they could bring, 
potential claims against them, and any 
counter-arguments to these claims.
 
Should I bother with counter-arguments?

Absolutely. Never present a one-sided 
argument that explains how one party 
is bound to win the case and ignores 
important details of the question as 
a result. The examiner wants you to 
recognise the pros and cons of your 
arguments. In the real world, if you 
thought an argument was weak, you’d let 
your client know; you should do the same 
in an exam.
 

Don’t start writing until you’ve planned 
and re-planned your answer. At the 
least, don’t start the moment you think 
you know the answer. — Harry Rogers

I. DONNA v JACKSON
 

A. BATTERY
 
1. Definition
2. Title to sue?
3. Was there damage?
4. Directness
5. Unlawfulness
6. Fault
7. Defences?

B. NEGLIGENCE
 
1. Duty of care
2. Breach of duty
3. Damage
4. Causation/Remoteness

An Example Scaffold

Essay Questions
 
Essay questions typically ask you to offer 
your opinion on a contentious case or 
area of the course. Keep in mind that as 
you are writing under exam conditions, 
your marker’s expectations are likely 
to be lower than for essay assignments 
during semester.

I think the two most important 
aspects to an essay are clarity of 
argument and structure. — Winnie Liu I prepare essay scaffolds based upon 

these different themes and areas, 
ensuring that I have the relevant 
definitions, as well as a few sources to 
back up each argument I could raise 
(e.g., key cases and dissents, quotes 
from judges, articles, statistics, 
comparisons etc. as relevant). 
— Natalie Czapski

Being able to reference a couple of key 
sources in an exam tends to work well 
in impressing the marker. 
— Amelia Dale

What should I study?
 Identify the main areas or issues in the 
course which might be amenable to an 
essay question. These would normally 
be areas of the law which are unsettled 
or which have been the subject of 
criticism, areas which require reform, 
or broader ‘themes’ within the course.
 
How should I prepare?
 1. Become familiar with all the major 
cases, and the reasoning employed by 
the judges. Do not ignore dissenting 

judgments - these are particularly rich 
areas for essay questions.

2. Once you’re familiar with content, 
identify:

 a. The most contentious or 
 unclear aspects of each topic.
 The lecturer will usually guide
 you to these areas.

 b. Consistent themes running
 across the entire course that
 can be used to draw together
 several topics.

3. Prepare essay scaffolds based on 
these themes, which include your 
position on the issue and the main 
arguments that you would raise, 
with supporting authorities. Add 
information from relevant journal 
articles or supplementary readings.

4. Practise a past exam essay question 
under exam conditions, using the 
scaffolds that you have prepared and 
your topic summaries (which should 
include enough information to answer 
an essay question).
— Rob Pietriche
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Outside the exam room, you’ll most likely 
encounter three types of questions: 
problem question assignments, research 
essays and case notes.
 
Problem Questions
 
Problem question assignments should be 
approached and structured in a similar 
way to an exam style question. However, 
you should expect these questions to be 
more complex. You may need to engage 
in legal research or apply supplementary 
materials to achieve high results.

Research Essays

What is a research essay?
 
Research essays require you to conduct 
exhaustive research into the area of 
contention in the question, and to 
reference these sources meticulously. 
Research essay questions are more 
complex than the essay questions 
presented in exams - a higher standard 
is expected of your argument, research 
and expression. In fact, you may not even 
be able to identify the precise issue to be 
discussed until after conducting some 
preliminary research.
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+ Acknowledge counter-arguments but 
try and explain how they do not detract 
from your thesis.

+ Feel free to use headings - unlike Arts 
essays, law academics expect the order 
and structure that headings provide.
 

 Conclusion
 
+ Although many people decide to 
dispense with writing a conclusion in 
stressful exam situations, including even 
a single sentence restating your position 
in relation to the original question asked 
can make your answer appear more 
complete.

How should I structure my answer?
 
Writing a structured answer, rather than 
regurgitating your notes, can put you 
on track for a great result. If you don’t 
have an essay scaffold which fits the 
question, use the reading time to plan 
your response.

 

 Introduction
 
+ Directly address the question; an easy 
first step to ensure you engage with its 
substance might be to restate it in your 
own words.

+ Define any key terms

+ Provide brief context and explain the 
legal debate alluded to by the question

+ State your opinion/thesis

+ Outline how you will support your thesis 
– what are the main arguments that you 
will set out in the following paragraphs?
 

 Body

+ Introduce each argument using a clear 
topic sentence that explains how the 
analysis contained in the paragraph 
supports your thesis.

+ Use key cases, judgments, legislation, 
opinions of academics from journal 
articles or textbooks as authority for 
your position. As Dr Scott Grattan has 
said, cite supporting evidence as much 
as you can.

During the exam, tone down the 
nerves and deconstruct everything to 
its bare bones... But remember, post-
exam, you are your own worst critic 
and you will always see various flaws 
in your answer. Just remember that 
everyone’s the same, and even judges 
get it wrong. — Trevor Ka Chew Tsui

Your Guide To Essay Questions
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It is a good idea to commence the 
preliminary stage of your research by 
reading up on the general topic that you 
identified as being relevant during your 
brainstorming stage. This will allow you 
to familiarise yourself with the terms and 
broad debates that you will encounter 
when you conduct more in-depth 
research, easing you into what could 
otherwise be an overwhelming process. 
The set textbook and recommended 
readings are great tools for preliminary 
research, but it is necessary to go beyond 
them in order to obtain a good result. 
After your preliminary research, re-
evaluate the issues and arguments that 
you initially identified.  
 
 In-depth Stage

Gather and read as many sources 
applicable to the question as possible. 
The footnotes and references in 
the textbooks that you used in the 
preliminary stage of your research are 
extremely helpful in locating key primary 
and secondary sources of law, including 
journal articles, case notes, books, cases 
and legislation.

Take notes on the parts of your research 
that you think you will use in your essay 
as soon as you read it. There is nothing 
more frustrating than knowing that you 
have a great idea or piece of evidence, 
but not being able to use it in your essay 
because you do not remember where it 
came from.

Also be aware of the relative authority 
of academic sources. Try and rely on 
quality journals and give greater weight 
to the opinions of leaders in the field in 
question rather than obscure articles of 
questionable relevance.

  Analyse the Question
 
Start by reading the question, focusing 
especially on the key terms. Note any 
instructive word employed by your 
lecturer – does the essay ask you to 
‘discuss’, ‘analyse’, or ‘explain’? The 
way in which you frame your essay will 
be influenced by the slightly different 
demands of these words. If a question 
wants to know whether you agree or 
disagree with a proposition (e.g. ‘Does X 
area of law require reform?’), it is never 
enough to simply answer affirmatively 
or negatively. Explain why you have 
taken a particular position. If you do not 
positively agree or disagree, you can take 
a middle ground and explain why.

The set question is the focal point of your 
entire essay, and should inform each 
and every aspect of it. Read the question 
several times, and continually re-read 
it at every stage of your preparation 
to ensure that what you are doing will 
actually help you answer it.
 

 Brainstorm Possible Points

Note down the issues that you believe 
are raised by the question, and possible 
arguments and counter-arguments that 
you may use as the basis for the body of 
your essay.
 

 Conduct Research
 
 Preliminary Stage

Your Guide To Research Essays

 Write the Essay
 
An essay in a law assignment should 
contain the same essential elements 
as those of an exam essay response 
(see above: ‘Essay questions’ in the 
section ‘Exam Technique’). The major 
difference is that your sources will need 
to be meticulously footnoted using the 
Australian Guide to Legal Citation (AGLC). 
The standard of expression is also 
expected to be significantly higher, as is 
the depth of analysis.
 
Under no circumstances should you 
attempt to start and finish writing the 
essay in one night. Even referencing 
using the cumbersome AGLC system can 
take several hours, especially if you have 
never used it before.
 

 Edit
 
Editing is an often neglected aspect 
of assignment writing, as students 
underestimate how long it will take to 
finish their research and first draft. 
However, editing is an easy way to 
ensure that your essay is cohesive and 
to fix grammatical, punctuation and 
typographical errors. Sometimes you 
may have lost sight of the question as 
you delved further into the complexities 
of your argument. Editing allows you 
to check that your thesis is consistent 
throughout the essay and that your 
information is presented in such a way 
as to answer the original question.

  Plan

Begin organising your intended response 
whilst you are conducting your in-depth 
research. You will probably find that 
even after reading a few of your sources, 
you will have formed an opinion on the 
question (your thesis) and have a fairly 
good idea of the main arguments and 
counter-arguments to raise.

Having a thesis in mind early on in the 
research process is crucial to ensuring 
that you find the most relevant sources 
and take notes that are designed to 
provide support for your argument.  

Your Guide To Research Essays

High distinction responses have that 
extra flair, creativity, and exhaustive 
research. This is where supplementary 
materials come in. It could be a bang-
on-point journal article, a recent, 
applicable case, or be persuasive 
authority for an unsettled point – if 
you have the time and if you want to 
get the top marks, supplementary 
materials are a must  — Melissa Chen

Sometimes when you’re reading 
through materials you’ll realise that 
your initial argument is wrong. If this 
happens, having the time to re-write 
your essay really helps. — Zhongyi 
Wang

I will try to use sources to expand on 
the arguments or come up with novel 
arguments. Then I’ll flesh out the body 
of the essay. I also think it helps to 
engage with the sources you use by 
being critical of the arguments where 
necessary, or pitting different sources 
against each other argument-wise.  
— Amelia Dale
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Only use that kind of language when 
the meaning is clear to the intended 
audience and ordinary words do not 
convey the same meaning with sufficient 
precision.

+ Use active rather than passive voice.

+ Employ short sentences/paragraphs in 
favour of long sentences/paragraphs to 
enhance clarity.

+ Be gender neutral.

+ Do not use colloquialisms. Essays, 
problem questions and case notes 
should be written using a formal tone 
and for a sophisticated audience.

For a comprehensive and thorough 
introduction to legal writing, see Belinda 
Smith’s Sydney Law School Writing Guide.
 
As a starting point, keep in mind these 
suggestions:
 
+ Omit superfluous words and sentences 
to avoid repetition.

+ Include words that are necessary for 
your sentence to be grammatically 
correct.

+ Do not use Latin, jargon or 
sesquipedalian words simply to sound 
more sophisticated. As demonstrated 
above it doesn’t work, you’ll never be sure 
you’re using them correctly and you’ll 
almost certainly sound like a tosser. 
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4. Procedural history: This requires 
you to overview the case’s history. For 
example, if the case is being heard in the 
High Court of Australia, on appeal from 
the NSW Court of Appeal and the NSW 
District Court respectively that should be 
outlined in your case note.

5. Issues: You may need to identify the 
issues decided in the judgment - whether 
they be of fact or law.

6. Reasoning: Once you have identified 
the issues, you may have to explain how 
the court answered each issue. If judges 
are not unanimous, you should highlight 
the different findings here.

7. Ratio Decidendi: Ratio means the 
resolution to the main legal issue in the 
case.

8. Obiter Dicta: Judges often make 
comments ‘in passing’ that raise 
interesting points of discussion but are 
not critical to the legal issues at hand.

9. Order: Each case will have legal 
consequence. For example, look for 
statements such as ‘the appeal was 
dismissed’ or ‘it is so ordered.’
 

Case Notes
 
What is a case note?

A case note asks you to summarise and 
analyse a court judgment. You will be 
assessed on your ability to accurately 
read cases, reference and summarise.
 
How should I approach a case note?

Where a case note is set as an assessment 
task, you will usually be provided with a 
number of headings. Each is allocated 
a certain number of marks. Your role is 
to identify the information that fits into 
each category.

Examples of categories may include:

1. Citation: Citations provide 
identification of a case. Authorised 
judgments (that is, those from law 
reports) should be preferred. For example 
R v Clarke (1927) 40 CLR 227.

2. Court and judges: Include the full 
name of the court and judges presiding.

3. Material facts: Material facts are those 
critical to the outcome of the case. Do not 
include mere details which will not be 
relevant to determining legal issues.
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Some students even find explaining 
course material to siblings, parents or 
housemates with no knowledge of the 
law can be useful in ensuring they are 
capable of articulating relevant concepts 
in their own words.

2. PASS
 
PASS (Peer Assisted Study Sessions) is a 
free learning program directed towards 
students in the first three years of their 
law degree. It provides students with 
the opportunity to reinforce the major 
aspects of their courses in an informal, 
laid-back environment, and to make 
friends with people in their course.
 
PASS consists of weekly, one-hour 
sessions during which students work 
collaboratively to answer worksheet 
activities and problem questions. PASS 
allows students to direct their own 
learning, and focus on aspects that they 
collectively find most challenging.
 
PASS facilitators are high-achieving law 
students who have attained an excellent 
result in the subjects which they are 
running, and are therefore in a position 
to share advice based on personal 
experience. They are not substitute 
lecturers or tutors, and do not teach 
course content. Instead, they encourage 
interaction between members of the 
class in order to arrive at conclusions 
which are satisfactory to the students. 
Each student leaves PASS with a 
worksheet that neatly summarises a 
topic of course content.
PASS is run in the following units for 

Feeling overwhelmed?

There are a number of extra study 
and support programs and networks 
to supplement law students’ formal 
learning in lectures and tutorials. Refer 
to the SULS Equity Handbook for more 
information: suls.org.au/education/
student-support-services/.
 
1. Study Groups

Study groups can help to alleviate 
stress and work through difficult 
concepts - provided all group members 
are prepared. Having other people with 
whom to compare answers to past exam 
questions can give you the benefit of a 
variety of approaches. These sessions 
can also point out areas you have missed 
in your revision, or techniques you hadn’t 
considered applying. 

However, some students have indicates 
that study groups can be more 
detrimental than beneficial, in particular 
by aggravating stress. This is particularly 
likely if you feel you are markedly less 
prepared than those with whom you are 
studying.

 

 

You need to find people to study with 
who will keep you on task, who you’re 
able to explain ideas to and have them 
explain ideas back to you, and who 
don’t make you more anxious about 
your own study when you feel like 
you don’t understand something. — 
Natalie Czapski

Discussing the concepts with friends 
and resolving any issues that they 
might have with the content has been, 
at least from my personal experience, 
most valuable in maximising my 
revision. — Trevor Tsui

Try teaching other people the material 
or ask someone to test you as it will 
force you to organise your thinking and 
expose gaps in your understanding. 
— Lan Wei

The SULS Tutor Database is available to 
assist law students at Sydney University 
in finding a tutor or becoming a law tutor. 
Students will be emailed a list of available 
tutors for each subject requested, and 
may then contact anyone from the list to 
arrange private tutoring.
 
In order to be eligible to tutor a law 
subject, the tutor must have received a 
minimum mark of a Distinction in the 
relevant subject. Interested students 
should fill out the Tutor and Tutoring 
Application Form available at http://suls.
org.au/education/tutoring-services/. 
Students interesting in tutoring should 
also send their CV to education@suls.
org.au.

4. Law Library Staff

The University of Sydney Law Library 
offers a range of free legal research 
classes to all students, held in the Law 
Library’s computer rooms.
 
If you would like an individual consulta-
tion on a legal research assignment, you 
can book an appointment with a mem-
ber of the law library staff by calling 
02 9351 0220 or emailing 
law.library@sydney.edu.au.
 
Law library staff are available during 
opening hours to be consulted 
on anything from how to locate a 
particular case or the meaning of a legal 
abbreviation.
 
5. Learning Centre Programs

The Learning Centre provides resources 
to all University of Sydney students to 
build and extend the skills students need 
for study and research at university.

The Learning Centre’s services include 

undergraduate (LLB) students:

 + LAWS1015 – Contracts (Sem 1)

 + LAWS1023 – Public International
 Law (Sem 1)

 + LAWS1012 – Torts (Sem 2)

 + LAWS1016 – Criminal Law (Sem 2)

 + LAWS1017 – Torts and Contracts  
 II (Sem 2)

PASS is also run in the following units for 
postgraduate (JD) students:

 + LAWS5001 – Torts (Sem 1)

 + LAWS 5002 – Contracts (Sem 1)
 
 + LAWS5006 – Torts and Contracts
 II (Sem 2)

How can I register for PASS?

Registration for PASS is conducted 
through the Business School’s 
registration webpage: sydney.edu.au/
business/learning/students/pass/i_
want_to_register in week 1 of each 
semester. As places are limited to ensure 
small class sizes, register early to secure 
a spot. If you register but have missed 
out on a spot, your name will be placed 
on a waiting list. Although attendance is 
voluntary, if you miss three consecutive 
sessions, you will be deregistered to 
enable students on the waiting list to 
take advantage of the benefits of PASS.

3. SULS Tutoring Database

The effectiveness of PASS, I think, 
depends largely on two factors; (1) the 
degree of preparation you are willing to 
do beforehand (i.e., how up to date you 
are on notes/learning content), and (2) 
the willingness of both you and others 
to share what you know.
— James Monaghan
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as near the due date of an assignment 
or the date of an exam, law teaching 
staff will be overwhelmed with emails 
from students seeking clarification. If 
you keep up-to-date with your notes and 
attempt tutorial questions as they are 
set for discussion you can identify gaps 
in your understanding early on and seek 
help when there is no lengthy queue for 
advice.
When extenuating circumstances mean 

a wide range of workshops throughout 
the year on academic writing, research 
and other skills, as well as individual 
consultations, discipline-specific 
support programs within some faculties, 
and both online and print resources for 
students.

For more information on any of the 
programs offered or to sign up, visit the 
Learning Centre website on sydney.edu.
au/stuserv/learning_centre/.

6. Contacting Lecturers and Tutors
 
Never be hesitant to contact your 
lecturers and tutors for assistance; 
most academics are happy to respond 
to students asking thoughtful questions 
after having made an attempt to 
understand course content themselves. 
It is highly likely that if you are unsure 
about a concept, other students will also 
be grappling with it too.
 
Try:

+ Raising the issue in class.

+ Asking the lecturer or tutor after class, 
or in breaks.

+ Emailing your tutor directly via email. 
These details can be found in your unit 
outline. Your lecturer should be seen as 
your second port of call in this instance. 
Ask a specific question, and explain 
what you have done to try and answer it 
yourself. The tutor may not want to help 
you if he/she thinks you have not made a 
solid attempt to tackle the issue yourself 
by, for example, going through the lecture 
slides or completing the set reading.

+ Booking a consultation if the problem 
remains even after the tutor has replied.
 
Remember that during busy times such 

In my first few years of my law degree, I 
regularly sought advice after exams or 
mid-semester assessments from my 
lecturers in order to identify areas for 
improvement. I found that lecturers 
were generally happy to schedule a 
time to meet and work through my 
paper, and it was in this process that 
I got some of the best advice about 
answering problem questions, legal 
writing, etc. I still use this advice 
when completing assessments to this 
day. I would highly recommend being 
proactive and seeking this advice from 
lecturers by scheduling time to meet, 
but only where you have something 
concrete to talk about, such as your 
result in an exam or assessment. 
— Rob Pietriche

 JD Special Consideration Policy

sy d n e y . e d u . a u / l a w / c s t u d e n t / j d /
special_consideration.shtml

DNF Procedure

If you withdraw from a unit of study prior 
to the University Census Date (31 August 
for Semester 2, 2015), you will not incur 
academic or financial penalty. That 
is, the subject will not appear on your 
transcript at all - it is not a DNF.

If you withdraw from a subject after 
the Census Date, you may have a 
‘Discontinue – Not to count as Failure’ 
(DNF) listed on their transcript rather 
than a subject failure. A DNF is not used 
to calculate your Weighted Average Mark 
(WAM). However, you will incur liability 
for this subject’s fees.

 1. Withdrawing from a Unit
 of Study before the University
 DNF deadline

You may withdraw from a Unit of Study 
after the Census Date and before the 
DNF deadline set by the University – this 
is usually around Week 7 of Semester 
(September 11 for Semester 2 2015). This 
can be done by submitting a Variation 
of Enrolment form to Law Professional 
Programs to drop the relevant Unit of 
Study. These forms are available at the 
Law Info Desk.

Domestic students do not need to provide 
any documentation., However, if you are 
an International student, you may need 
to provide documentation, and should 
seek advice on the study requirements 
associated with your visa.

Special Consideration is available to 
students in instances of well-attested, 
short-term serious illness, injury or 
misadventure that may prevent a well-
prepared student from completing an 
assessment or sitting for an examination. 
Occasional, brief or trivial illness that 
occurs one week or more before an 
assessment is due or an examination 
scheduled does not warrant special 
consideration.

Applications must be submitted as soon 
as possible, and no later than 5 days 
following the exam/assessment date, 
and should include relevant supporting 
documentation, usually a certificate 
from a Professional Practitioner. If you 
are applying for special consideration 
for multiple subjects, you must submit 
a separate application for each unit of 
study. If awarded, Special Consideration 
will take the form of a replacement 
assessment or formal extension (no 
additional marks/leniency will apply).

Students with a long-term illness, 
injury or condition should register with 
Disability Services to obtain reasonable 
assessment/ exam adjustments as 
a result of their circumstances (see 
Student Support Services), although 
you may apply for Special Consideration 
if there is a shorter term exacerbation 
or issue outside of the scope of your 
adjustments.

If you are a Combined Law student seeking 
to apply for Special Consideration for a 
subject in your other degree, you should 
apply separately through the Special 
Consideration process relevant to the 
faculty administering that unit of study.

 UG Special Consideration Policy

sydney.edu.au/law/cstudent/undergrad/ 
special_consideration.shtml

you’re unable to complete assessments 
or hand them in on time, consider 
applying one of the strategies below.

Simple Extensions

A simple extension is an extension of up 
to 7 days, which is granted directly by a 
lecturer. To apply, you should email your 
unit of study coordinator before the due 
date of the assessment (where possible). 
If your request is refused, you may then 
apply for a Formal Extension through the 
Special Consideration process.

Special Consideration
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consider seeking advice from a case-
worker from the SRC (for LLB students), 
or from a SUPRA Student Advice and 
Advocacy Officer (for postgraduate 
students). These free and confidential 
services can provide you with advice 
on the appeals process and the kind of 
documentation you may need.

 Follow these steps:

1. Appeal to the original decision-
maker - usually be your lecturer or 
unit-coordinator. You should consider 
submitting your appeal in writing (such 
as via email) so there is a record of 
discussion.

2. If your concerns are not resolved, you 
should appeal to the Office of the Dean 
within 15 days of the appeal outcome. 
This must be done in writing to law.
dean@sydney.edu.au, including a record 
of your original appeal, the response of 
the original decision-maker, and reasons 
why the outcome was not satisfactory.

3. If you are still not satisfied, you may 
be able to appeal to the University, and 
should consider the University Academic 
Appeals policies.

If you are appealing as a result of a decision 
made by staff playing an administrative 
role (e.g., an Associate Dean), such as in 
relation to Special Consideration, DNF 
applications, disciplinary and personal 
academic matters, you should also 
appeal directly to the Office of the Dean.

UG Appeals Policy:

sydney.edu.au/law/cstudent/undergrad/
appeals.shtml

JD Appeals Policy:

sydney.edu.au/law/cstudent/jd/appeals.
shtml

 2. Withdrawing from a Unit of
 Study after the University DNF
 deadline

If you wish to withdraw from a Unit of 
Study after the University deadline and 
have a DNF appear on your transcript, you 
must submit an application via email to 
Law Professional Programs 
(law.professional@sydney.edu.au).

You should try and do this as soon 
as it is clear that you won’t be able to 
meet the requirements of the unit of 
study, and you must provide supporting 
documentation indicating why it is im- 
possible or unreasonable to continue 
your studies. This must be submitted 
before the date of the final exam or the 
due-date of the final assessment of the 
subject. If submitted late (after this 
point), you must provide clear reasons 
and evidence as to why it was out of your 
control to submit an application in time.

 UG DNF Policy:

sydney.edu.au/law/cstudent/undergrad/
dnf.shtml

 JD DNF Policy:
sydney.edu.au/law/cstudent/jd/dnf.
shtml
Failed Assessment

If you ultimately fail a subject, you may be 
able to make up the subject in Summer 
or Winter School, rather than waiting 
to re-sit during the next Semester it is 
offered (see below).

Alternatively, if you fail an assessment or 
are otherwise dissatisfied with your mark, 
you may appeal it through a number of 
avenues. Before you start, look through 
the information previously provided 
about the assessment or exam in 
question, and the individual and generic 
feedback which you were provided. Also 

University Appeals Policy:
sydney.edu.au/policies/showdoc.aspx-
?recnum=PDOC2012/253&RendNum=0

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is a form of academic 
misconduct in which you try to pass off 
the work of another person as your own. 
This could occur by copying the work of 
another student, copying published work 
without acknowledgement or without 
correctly referencing that work (e.g., 
not using quotation marks when using 
words from an academic source), or if 
you pay someone else to do your work for 
you.

The University takes plagiarism very 
seriously – possible consequences 
include failing the assessment or the 
unit of study, or in very serious cases, 
being suspended or expelled from the 
University. Even in cases where you do not 
intend to plagiarise someone else’s work, 
you may still be found liable of ‘negligent 
plagiarism’ and face penalties, so it is 
important to be diligent when writing 
assessments and doing your referencing.

If you are concerned, you can find out 
more about how to avoid plagiarism by 
checking out some of the resources 
pro-vided by the University Learning 
Centre, here: sydney.edu.au/stuserv/
learning_centre/help/evidence/ev_
plagiarism.shtml.
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Before you get to the world of electives, 
you’ll need to survive your compulsory 
subjects! This section compiles 
information about the structure and 
assessment of those units, and includes 
advice from students who performed 
strongly in their respective subjects.

Generally speaking, LLB and JD students 
(with the exception of JD Part Time 
Stream) must be enrolled in a full time 
course load in their Law Degree (either 
18 credit points - 3 subjects, or 24 credit 
points - 4 subjects). Many students 
choose to take 3 subjects to reduce their 
academic load, spreading their degree 
out over an additional year or taking 
classes in Summer or Winter School.

Some students may also be eligible 
to study part time. To move to part 
time study, you should apply to the 
Associate Dean (Professional Law 
Programs) via law.professional@sydney.
edu.au.  Permission to go part time is 
typically only granted in exceptional 
circumstances, for example, where the 
student has a serious or unmanageable 
medical condition.

International students are required 
to maintain a full time load as part of 
student visa requirements, so seek 
further advice if you are an international 
student seeking to reduce your course 
load.

More generally, if you are seeking 
to modify your degree structure you 
should check if there are any subject 
prerequisites or other requirements that 
may limit your options.

 LLB Degree Structure:
sydney.edu.au/law/cstudent/undergrad/
docs_pdfs/LLB_Degree_Structure.pdf

JD Degree Structure (Full Time):
s y d n e y . e d u . a u / l a w / fs t u d e n t / j d /
program.shtml

JD Degree Structure (Part Time):
s y d n e y . e d u . a u / l a w / fs t u d e n t / j d /
program.shtml

 Concurrent Enrolment (LLB 
students)

If you have less than a full time study 

load left to qualify for the award of your 
non-law degree, and wish to commence 
penultimate year law subjects, you 
may enrol concurrently in both degrees. 
Common examples of this include 
where students have one or two non-
law subjects left at the end of the third 
year of their Combined Law degree, or 
where students have missed Public 
International Law (a compulsory 3rd year 
subject - for instance, as a result of going 
on an exchange in their other degree).

In order to concurrently enrol, you must 
submit an application form seeking 
permission and outlining your proposed 
study plan. You must not exceed 24 
credit points (4 subjects) per semester 
in any proposed period of concurrent 
enrolment.

 Application Form:
sydney.edu.au/law/cstudent/undergrad/
d o c s _ p d f s / L L B _ c o n c u r r e n t _
enrolment_app.pdf

Summer and Winter School

Summer and Winter School may be 
beneficial if: 
 + A full subject load is difficult to
 manage
“ + You would like to accelerate your
 degree progression 
“ + You fail a subject.

Enrolments typically open in late 
September for Summer School, with 
sessions held in December, January and 
February. Enrolments open in May for 
Winter School, with sessions held in July.
Commonwealth supported places are not 
available for Summer and Winter school 
subjects, so you will need to pay the full 
up-front cost of the subject. However, 
FEE-HELP is available.

For more information, see:
sydney .edu.au/summer/summer_
winter/ 
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+ 25% 1500 word assignment; 75% final 
exam (JD).

Contracts (LAWS1015/5002)

Offered in Semester 1 (Prof. Greg Tolhurst) (JD 
& Undergraduate)
+ 2 x 2 hour lectures/seminars per week.
+ 10% class preparation, 30% take-
home exam, 60% 2 hour final exam 
(undergraduate).
+ 30% take-home problem question; 70% 
final exam (JD)

Civil and Criminal Procedure 
(LAWS1014/5003)

Offered in Semester 1 (Ms. Miiko Kumar - 
Undergraduate) (Ms. Tanya Mitchell - JD)
+ 1 x 2 hour lecture and 1x 2 hour tutorial 
per week (undergraduate).
+ 2 x 2 hour seminars per week (JD)
+ 15% tutorial participation; 10% 750 
word court visit assignment; 75% 2 hour 
final exam (undergraduate).
+ 20% class participation; 20% mid-
semester assignment; 60% open book 
final exam (JD). 

34 35

Foundations of Law (LAWS1006/5000)

Offered in Semester 1 (Dr. Ghena Krayem) 
(Undergraduate) Summer Intensive (JD) (Mr. 
Fady Aoun).

+ 1 x 1 hour lecture, 1x 2 hour tutorial per 
week (Undergraduate).
+ 2 x 2 hour classes per day over four 
weeks (JD).
+ 10% class participation; 15% group 
presentation; 25% case analysis; 50% 
essay (Undergraduate).
+ 10% class participation; 10% group 
presentation; 20% class test; 60% final 
exam (JD)
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Do you have any particular tips to help 
others do well in the unit?
Just do the basic things, i.e. do the 
readings before the lecture/tutorial 
and attend the lectures (and try to pay 
attention). Understand the material 
and try to engage critically with it, 
especially when it comes to the final 
essay. I found David Kinley to be 
helpful, knowledgeable and engaging.
 
How would you describe the content?
There was a mix of materials, although 
I’d say that the emphasis was on 
policy concerns if anything. The most 
important skill is probably the ability 
to synthesise the content and think 
critically about it. — Connie Yan

Torts (LAWS1012/5001)

Offered in Semester 1 (JD) (Ms Penelope 
Crossley); Semester 2 (Undergraduate) (Prof. 
Barbara McDonald)

+ 1 x 1 hour tutorial and 1x 2 hour lecture 
per week (Undergraduate).
+ 2 x 2 hour seminars per week for 10 
weeks (JD).
+ 30% assignment; 10% tutorial 
presentation; 60% 2 hour final exam 
(Undergraduate).

How is the unit taught?
One lecture (2 hours) and one tutorial (1 
hour) a week. The focus of the tutorials 
is mostly on answering abridged 
exam-style questions.
 
What is the structure of assessment?
 An early problem-question assignment 
on intentional torts is worth 30% of the 
overall mark, 10% is based on tutorial 
participation (half of which come from 
‘leading discussion’ in an assigned 
week, and half from unstructured 
participation), and the final two-hour 
exam (with two questions; in my year, 
one was on intentional torts and the 
other on negligence) is worth 60%.
 
Do you have any particular tips to help 
others do well in the unit?
The broad principles of Torts are quite 
conceptually straight-forward, so the 
main way to differentiate yourself 
as a student is to have an excellent 
grasp of the unstarred cases and the 
way they modify the application of 
the starred cases. I’d also recommend 
making sure to read the full judgments 
for each case rather than just the 
excerpts in the casebook; although it’s 
useful at first instance, reading cases 
in full is often necessary to properly 
understand how to apply a test or to 
pick up on the more subtle indicia for 
or against its application. Finally, and 
fairly obviously, make sure you’re clear 
on the ways in which the Civil Liability 
Act modifies case law, especially given 
that it isn’t always discussed explicitly 
in the lectures.
 
Is there a particular textbook (other than 
the prescribed text) that is helpful?
Fleming’s The Law of Torts — adverted 
to in the unit outline — was very 
helpful in answering questions left 

unresolved in the prescribed cases, 
or in providing more extensive legal 
background for particular torts. That 
said, it’s definitely not necessary to do 
well in the unit, so I’d advise strongly 
against purchasing it rather than just 
borrowing it from time to time. 
— Harry Rogers

 How is the unit taught?
JD Contracts is taught as two x two 
hour seminars per week.
 
What is the structure of assessment?
There is a mid-semester assignment, 
which is usually a problem question 
and a final exam.
 
Do you have any particular tips to help 
others do well in the unit?
Having an understanding of how 
each area of the unit fits together is 
quite useful. Read the cases because 
it is often difficult to understand 
complex concepts without having all 
of the facts. Read the facts carefully. 
The best way to learn is to write your 
own problem question. Once you can 
formulate a problem, you pretty much 
understand the principles and can 
already apply them to a set of facts.
 
How would you describe the content of the 
unit?
First year Contracts is all common law, 
hence the importance of reading cases. 
I would describe the content as being 
challenging but logical. Flowcharts 

and scaffolds are helpful because they 
breakdown analysis into manageable 
steps.
 
Is there a particular textbook (other than 
the prescribed text) that is helpful?
Carter’s Guide to Contract Law in 
Australia and his Cases & Materials 
textbooks are both very helpful. The 
Guide contains problem questions 
and the Cases & Materials textbooks 
has ‘things to look for’ for each case.
 — Winnie Liu

How is the unit taught?
The unit is taught in lecture/tutorial 
format, with a focus on solving 
procedural problems in tutorials.
 
What is the structure of assessment?
The structure of assessment is court 
procedure report and an exam (made 
up procedure problems and an essay 
focused on thematic issues).
 
Do you have any particular tips to help 
others do well in the unit?
Attention to detail is essential to do 
well. The issues related to criminal 
and civil procedure are focused on 
legislation, with the common law used 
as a definitional aid for the meaning of 
legislative provisions.
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(undergraduate & JD).
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 / For both criminal and civil procedure, 
it is really helpful to make flowcharts 
that help to keep track of the 
procedure and remember in which 
order the legislative provisions need to 
be applied in which kind of situations. 
As it is an open book exam, these 
flowcharts become really helpful for 
answering the problems.
 
Finally, for the thematic essay 
component of the exam, think through 
the various issues which arise in the 
course material, and have dot points 
under each topic so that you have 
material and evidence from which you 
can build an essay response.
 
How would you describe the content?
Somewhat dry to read straight up 
– but interesting once you have a 
solid understanding of the concepts 
and when you apply them to real life 
scenarios. 

The sheer amount of legislation that is 
examinable can seem overwhelming. 
It is important that you don’t ‘skip’ any 
of it because, at law school, everything 
in the unit of study course outline is 
examinable! To make it easier, have 
a long set of detailed notes with the 
full legislation reproduced, highlight 
the important parts, and then also 
make a shorter set of flowchart notes 
demonstrating the way to apply the 
different provisions.  — Kirsty Gan

Criminal Law (LAWS1016/5004)
Offered in Semester 1 (Undergraduate) 

(Prof. Gail Mason) Semester 2 (JD) (Dr. Louise 
Boon-Kuo)

+ 2 x 2 hour lectures/seminars per week 
for 10 weeks.
+ 10% participation; 30% mid-semester 
assignment; 60% 2 hour exam 

How is the unit taught?

Criminal Law is taught in 2 x 2 hour 
seminars a week. The seminar format 
is a tutorial/lecture hybrid where your 
seminar instructor ensures that you 
are taught the essential elements 
of the law but you are encouraged 
to read ahead of the class and 
provide contributions and facilitate 
class discussions. The course has 
essentially three components; an 
introduction to criminal law, learning 
the elements of key criminal offences 
and then the elements of available 
defences to crimes.  

What is the structure of assessment? 

There are three assessment 
components; class participation (10%), 
a hand in essay (30%) and a final exam 
(60%). 

Do you have any particular tips to help 
others do well in the unit?

Attending seminars is crucial to doing 
well because there are no lectures 
available online, and class discussions 
extend beyond what is available in the 
textbook.

Additionally, criminal law is usually 
the first time you write a law essay. 
Because the essay asks you a normative 
question (i.e. What SHOULD the state 
of the criminal law be on a certain 
issue) it is important that you actively 
consider the policy considerations of 
the law, as well as the way the criminal 
law intersects with class and gender, 
as you are reading cases or discussing 
the law in seminars. I found it useful 
to note patterns in how the facts in 
cases were similar to or different to 

one another to draw conclusions for 
my essay. 

Did you use any additional resources apart 
from the assigned textbook?

The textbook provides a good summary 
of the issues considered in the course 
but reading the footnoted journal 
articles and cases provides a richer 
picture of the law. It’s definitely useful 
to read extra journal articles ahead of 
the essay. — Evie Woodforde
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 Public Law (LAWS1021/5007)

Offered in Semester 2 (Undergraduate) (Dr. 
Rayner Thwaites); (JD) (Prof. Anne Twomey)
+ 2 x 2 hour seminars per week for 10 
weeks.
+ 30% 1 hour test; 70% 2 hour final exam.

Torts and Contracts II (LAWS1017/5006)

Offered in Semester 2 (Prof. Barbara 
McDonald)

+ 1 x 2 hour lecture and 1x 1 hour tutorial 
per week (undergraduate).
+ 2 x 2 hour seminars per week (JD).
+ 30% 2000 word assignment; 10% 
tutorial participation; 60% 2 hour final 
exam (undergraduate).
+ 25% take home assignment; 75% final 
exam (JD).

38 39

Public International Law (LAWS1023/5005)

Offered in Semester 1 (Undergraduate) (Prof. 
Tim Stephens); Semester 2 (JD) (Prof. Chester 
Brown)
+ 1 x 2 hour lecture; 1x 2 hour tutorial per 
week (undergraduate)
+ 2 x 2 hour seminar per week (JD)
+ 20% mid-semester exam, 80% 2 hour 
final exam (undergraduate).
+ 25% mid-semester test; 75% final exam 
(JD)
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How is the unit taught?
In a traditional lecture-tutorial format. 
Every week there is a two-hour lecture 
and a one-hour tutorial.
 
What is the structure of assessment?
20% open-book mid-term test and 80% 
open-book final exam. Both exams 
have a problem-solving component 
and an essay component. Tutorial 
participation is assessed on a pass/
fail basis.
 
Do you have any particular tips to help 
others do well in the unit?
The ILC Commentaries to the Draft 
Articles are a rich resource that 
pretty much summarise whole areas 
of international legal materials for 
you. Tim Stephens is one of the best 
lecturers that I have ever had.
 
How would you describe the content?
There is a heavy focus on policy 
considerations. This is not surprising, 
given that international law is full of 
ambiguities and unsettled questions 
of law.
 
Is there a particular textbook (other than 
the prescribed text) that is helpful?
The Gillian Triggs textbook is a 
fantastic resource. — Zhongyi Wang

How is the unit taught?
Two seminars of two hours length each 
per week.
 
What is the structure of assessment?
A mid-semester exam, which is part 
multiple choice, and a final exam.
 
Do you have any particular tips to help 
others do well in the unit?
Public Law is an introductory course 
for Administrative and Federal 
Constitutional Law and as such it can 
seem broad but lacking in depth. This 
is because many of the issues raised 
by the course have as their background 
themes and doctrines which will only 
be discussed in those later subjects. 
It’s important to accept this limitation 
and focus on understanding the law 
without that full understanding of its 
context. I found the lecturers adroitly 
assisted us with that challenge.
 
Key areas of study such as separation 
of powers (and Ch III courts), the 
nationhood power and manner and 
form provisions can seem quite 
abstract initially, especially as at 
this point in your legal studies you 
won’t have much experience of 
constitutional cases. The crucial point 
is to break up the concepts into their 
elements so that the way facts in a 
problem question interact with these 
abstract ideas will be far easier to 
understand. — Luca Moretti

How is the unit taught?
Each week there is a two-hour lecture 
and a one-hour tutorial.
 
What is the structure of assessment?
There is a compulsory mid-semester 
problem question assignment (which 
in my year focused on damages in 
contract law), and a heavily weighted 
closed book exam.
 
Do you have any particular tips to help 
others do well in the unit?
First, focus on understanding the 
differences between the vitiating 
factors that you will study. Undue 
influence, unconscionability, 
misrepresentation, the Unfair 
Contracts Act and different sections 
of the ACL are deceptively similar. 
However, the nuanced distinctions 
must be understood to determine 
whether a remedy in tort or contract 
has the highest chance of success in a 
problem scenario.
Secondly, as the exam is closed book, 
exam preparation involves a large 
amount of memorisation. I found this 
meant it was important to be on top 
of content (on a basic level) before 
Stuvac began.
 
How would you describe the content?
The content is a combination of case 
law and statute. The ‘contract’ half of 

the unit includes analysis of consumer 
legislation. The ‘tort’ half of the unit is 
more grounded in case law, some of 
which is controversial and unresolved. 
For example, Brookfield v Multiplex 
was handed down by the High Court in 
2014 as I was studying the course.
 
Is there a particular textbook (other than 
the prescribed text) that is helpful?
The texts used in this unit are retained 
from Contracts and Torts. I also utilised 
the Westlaw Legal Encyclopaedia to 
seek additional clarification. 
— Hope WIlliams
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Federal Constitutional Law 
(LAWS2011/5011)

Offered in Semester 1 (Undergraduate - Prof. 
Peter Gerangelos); (JD - Prof. Helen Irving)

+ 2 x 2 hour lecturers per week.
+ 30% compulsory problem question 
and 70% final exam (undergraduate).
+ Either 20% optional mid-semester 
assignment and 80% final exam, or 100% 
final exam (JD).

40 41

Administrative Law (LAWS2010/5010)

Offered in Semester 1 (Undergraduate - Prof. 
Mary Crock); (JD - Dr. Andrew Edgar)

+ 2 x 2 hour seminars per week.
+ 40% 2000 word essay; 60% open book 
final exam.
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How is the unit taught?
Administrative law by its nature, at 
least from my experience and opinion, 
is somewhat fragmented. Although 
attempts were made to simplify and 
consolidate the law to some extent, 
this has largely been piecemeal 
and unsatisfying. As a result, some 
foundational understanding of its 
historical roots, at least at a high level, 
is particularly useful in attempting to 
solve the puzzle.
 
For example, matters pleaded under 
common law will require the applicant 
to think first about the type of remedy 
sought, as the court can only grant 
certain remedies for specific grounds 
of review. Thus, the intellectual 
endeavour is one of deciding whether 
the facts fit or can fit within the 
relevant grounds that are identified. 
In contrast, matters pleaded pursuant 
to the ADJR invert this method of 
thinking, as there is a substantial 
amount of flexibility and discretion 
for courts to grant remedies where a 
ground of review is established.
 
Therefore, the first critical inquiry 
in any problem question may be to 
ask "whether the matter falls within 
the ADJR". In the least, it will show 
the examiner that you have a strong 
understanding of the link between 
remedies and grounds of review, 
before rushing into the substance of 
your arguments.
 
What is the structure of assessment? 

Mid-semester essay with a choice 
between 3-4 discussion questions (ie. 
not problem questions) and an open 
book final exam.
 
Is there an unusual focus to the unit 
and how should students approach the 
material? (an emphasis on policy concerns, 
black letter law, a lot of common law or 
legislation, etc.) How would you describe 
the content?
Administrative Law for me has been 
the most intellectually challenging 
and fulfilling subject throughout 
my law degree. It has a good mix 
between statutory construction, policy 
concerns (with emphasis) and case 
law.
 
Dealing with the exercise of 
governmental power, although 
on a more microscopic scale, 
but nevertheless not any less 
important than Constitutional Law, 
Administrative Law treads dangerously 
on the boundary between law and 
politics. As such, a high level approach 
to the subject (ie. merely taking away 
a high level statement of the decision 
of each case) might not be sufficient. 
It is important to take an extra minute 
or two to think about the differences 
in the decisions between each case 
and the various factual / policy drivers 
that distinguish them. From what I 
can remember, it is unlikely for two 
cases to be the same. Although the 
same outcome might be reached, 
the particular policy reasons behind 
them almost always vary, because the 
subject matter is not merely about 
the exercise of governmental power, 
it is how it also affects individuals in 
everyday life. Understanding how the 
courts have dealt with each factual 
case on a policy basis, will help you to 
uncover an elusive ‘meta-narrative’.

While on a superficial level the facts 
might not appear as ‘sexy’ and 
engaging as those found in Tort or 
Criminal Law, a tip in engaging with the 
subject might be to look at what the 
decisions mean in principle and how 
they fetter the power of government, 
and ensure that no one is above the 
law. — Trevor Ka Chew Tsui

How is the unit taught?
The course is taught by a single 
lecturer, and consists of two two-hour 
lectures for ten weeks.

What is the structure of assessment?
There is a compulsory problem 
question assignment due just after 
the mid-semester break (30%) and an 
open book exam (70%). The exam in 
2014 consisted of lots of shorter, more 
targeted problem questions so was 
quite different to the exam structure 
of many other units.

Do you have any particular tips to help 
others do well in the unit?
1. Constitutional Law can be 
conceptually quite difficult as it 
involves abstract concepts. If you 
feel lost, try to ground that particular 
concept in a real-world example of an 
exercise of power.
2. Do the readings! In our final exam, 
one of the questions was factually 
analogous to two cases that we didn’t 

have the time to cover in class -- 
students who had completed all of the 
readings for that topic had a definite 
advantage answering the question.
3. Talk to your lecturers. The faculty 
members who teach Fed Con are an 
amazing resource. They are all very 
approachable and willing to discuss 
issues or provide clarification of 
difficult points.
4. I had Professor Gerangelos who 
is just fantastic. His lecturing style 
is incredibly engaging, and he is 
able to explain abstract and high-
level principles with clarity and in a 
meaningful way. A hint for students 
in his future classes: whenever 
Professor Gerangelos says "stay with 
me, ladies and gentlemen" make sure 
you write down what comes next -- it is 
guaranteed to be important.

Is there an unusual focus to the unit 
and how should students approach the 
material?
The final exam consisted of six or 
seven short problem questions, 
each concerning two or three topics 
from the course. This meant that you 
needed a detailed understanding of 
every topic to answer each question in 
depth. Each question was worth 10 or 
12 marks, so to achieve a high grade 
you needed to be able to answer the 
questions at a consistently high level.

The course also included some 
comparative analysis with the 
United States Constitution. Many 
students tuned out during this part 
of the course, assuming it wouldn’t 
be assessable, but ultimately that 
material was relevant to the mid-
semester assignment. 

*This advice is from my experience 
with the course. Assessment style may 
have changed, and may differ between 
LLB and JD classes.
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 / Is there a particular textbook that is 
helpful?
The prescribed textbook, Winterton’s 
Australian Federal Constitutional Law, 
is an excellent resource with case 
extracts and explanations of each 
topic. For a more in-depth analysis 
(particularly helpful for the mid-sem!) 
you should read Leslie Zines The High 
Court and the Constitution. There are 
not many copies of this book in the 
Library, however there are always 
one or two copies in the 2 Hour Loan 
section.  — Sarah Bradbury

Introduction to Property and Commercial 
Law (LAWS2012/5008)

Offered in Semester 1 (Dr. Scott Grattan)

+ 2 x 2 hour lecture per week for 5 weeks; 1x 
2 hour lecture and 1x2 hour tutorial per week 
for 5 weeks.
+ 30% Mid-Semester Test; 70% 2 hour final 
exam.

How is the unit taught?
The way IPCL is structured is very 
interesting because almost every 
topic is discrete and independent of 
the others, and this is reflected in the 
way each topic is taught by a different 
expert from the Faculty. In this way 
the unit is also a little bit strange 
because rather than naturally fitting 
together, each topic is an introduction 
to a different subject taught later in 
the degree (both compulsories and 
electives) - Equity, Trusts, Real Property, 
PPSA etc. While IPCL is useful in laying 
the foundations for all of these crucial 
subjects studied later, its introductory 
nature can be frustrating in that it is 
difficult to understand how the course 
fits together as a whole, and can also 
be a source of anxiety as students are 
concerned about how the different 
topics would interact in a problem-
question scenario. It seems to be a 

common sentiment that students 
struggle to fit the topics together 
during semester, but that upon study 
and practicing problem questions 
everything suddenly falls into place in 
late STUVAC. Rest assured, it does all 
fit together quite nicely, and is very 
satisfying when you finally crack the 
code.
 
What is the structure of assessment?
Mid-semester 1 hour problem 
question-based exam worth 30%, and 
a 2 hour final exam with two problem 
questions. Previously, both exams 
have had structured questions worth 
different marks. From my experience, 
the mid-sem exam is very stressful 
because the question has a huge 
amount of content which is difficult 
to finish in the limited time frame, 
but the final exam tends to be much 
more manageable and almost breezy 
in comparison to the baptism of fire 
that is the mid-sem. It is generally 
suspected that the difficulty of the 
mid-sem is intended to put the fear of 
God into more relaxed students, and 
the final is intended to reward your 
hard work in really drilling into the 
intricacies of the subject matter (as a 
direct result of having been burned by 
the mid-sem).
 
Do you have any particular tips to help 
others do well in the unit?
I would recommend listening to the 
lectures a couple of times as some of 
the more complicated topics can be 
difficult to grasp first time. I would 
also advise writing down every single 
thing your tutor says when answering 
the practice problem questions - it 
probably won’t make any sense at the 
time because there’s no way a mere 
human could be that across the subject 
matter during semester, and because 
it won’t make sense it’s tempting to 

tune out, but if you write everything 
down at the time, when you come back 
to it during STUVAC, when you’re more 
across the content, suddenly it will all 
make sense. Having a basically perfect 
answer to all the problem questions 
already in your notes is invaluable. 
Scott Grattan is fantastic – very kind 
and willing to answer questions, 
but also enthusiastic and super 
knowledgeable about the subject 
matter.
 
How would you describe the content?
This subject is great in that it’s 
incredibly structured and lends itself 
very well to formulaic, scaffold-based 
problem questions. If you like the 
structure and easily stepped-out 
nature of black letter law subjects, 
then IPCL will feel like Contracts on 
speed (in a good way). However the 
subject also focuses on statute for 
certain topics, so it’s important to 
understand how the statute and 
case law interact. IPCL also has an 
interesting review of Personal Property 
Securities Act and associated regime. 
Pay attention to the PPSA stuff if 
you’re even contemplating working in 
commercial law, because it will follow 
you wherever you go. Overall, I would 
describe the content as challenging 
and at times frustrating, but probably 
the most relevant thing you’ll learn for 
real life practice.
 
Is there a particular textbook (other than 
the prescribed text) that is helpful?
It’s worth buying the optional Equity 
textbooks in Semester 1 - you’ll need 
them for Semester 2 anyway, and 
since most of the course is actually 
Equity-based, they’re pretty essential 
for understanding some of the more 
complex subject matter. 
— Amelia Dale

The Legal Profession (LAWS2013/5009)

Offered in Semester 1 (Ms. Irene 
Baghoomians)
+ 2 x 2 hour seminars per week for 10 
weeks.
+ 20% 1000 word short analytical paper 
and 80% final take-home exam.

How is the unit taught?
The unit is taught in 2 x 2hour seminars 
for 10 weeks with 3 reading weeks.

What is the structure of assessment?
Students are allocated a topic for an 
analytical paper, which has staggered 
due dates across the semester. This is 
worth 20%. There is also a take-home 
examination in week 13 which you 
have 4 days to complete. This involves 
three questions: a problem question, 
essay and reflective analysis.

Do you have any particular tips to help 
others do well in the unit?
While many lectures are spent 
exploring ethical issues within the 
law, the assessable content in the 
unit mainly relates to the rules 
which govern the legal profession. 
A thorough understanding of these 
rules will ensure success in the 
final assessment, which is worth 
considerably more than the mid-term 
assessment.

When writing the current comment, 
take an original angle with the 
question. Questions are often quite 
broad, and approaching the task 
from the perspective of a different 
jurisdiction or a particular section 
within society will help differentiate 
your response.

Also be aware that every scenario 
raises various areas of law (contract, 
tort, equity, professional rules), which 
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 / means you will probably need to be 
succinct in your analysis. It’s also 
good to stay on top of the cases raised 
in semester because they will be most 
useful for you in the takehome in terms 
of being able to identify what the facts 
are referring to.

Be aware previous years have found 
the takehome exam quite intense, 
so be prepared as much as possible 
beforehand and try and clear your 
schedule for the week.

Did you use any additional resource apart 
from the assigned textbook?
The assigned textbook is particularly 
clear and fairly comprehensive for the 
purposes of the course. There is also 
a reader which has some additional 
reading material that might be useful 
for essays.

An annotated version of the solicitors’ 
and barristers’ rules (as can be found 
through the library databases) can be 
helpful to clear up difficult questions.
— James Kwong

the end of the semester. However, at 
the end of each topic, there was a piece 
of non-formal assessment. It consists 
of 10 true or false questions. These did 
not count towards our final mark, but 
were a good way to help you revise 
and were also a good indicator of your 
learning.

The final exam was structured into two 
parts. The first was a set of about 40 
true or false questions, and the second 
consisted of two problem questions. It 
was a closed book exam, however, we 
were each given a Unit of Study outline 
with the case names and various 
section numbers of the Corporations 
Act.

Do you have any particular tips to help 
others do well in the unit?
+ Try and get down the content of the 
true or false questions that you go 
through in class. A few of these or very 
similar ones pop up in the true or false 
section of the exam.
+ Read the true or false statements 
carefully, as often, it was the wording 
that was tricky.
+ Know your sections of the 
Corporations Act really well. It doesn’t 
help if you vaguely know what the 
section is about – make sure you know 
exactly what they are about as the true 
or false statements really test you on 
the nitty gritty details.
+ Familiarise yourself with the Unit of 
Study outline as this is the only thing 
you get in the exam – you don’t want to 
be flicking back and forth in the exam 
trying to find the name of a case. If it 
helps, take sticky tabs into the exam 
and flag the start of different topics 
during reading time – this will help 
if you find a case name that you’ve 
forgotten but know which topic it is 
under.

Did you use any additional resource apart 
from the assigned textbook?
No, the textbook was sufficient. You will 
have to print off the relevant sections 
of the Corporations Act though.
— Remona Zheng

law is also helpful.

Did you use any additional resources 
apart from the assigned textbook?
Michael Evans’ Equity and Trusts and 
Young, Croft & Smith’s On Equity are 
both notable for being very accessible 
yet comprehensive texts. The former 
includes some useful case summaries 
as well. Other texts which might be 
useful include Michael Bryan’s Equity 
and Trusts and Ford & Lee’s Law of 
Trusts, both of which are available 
online through the Law School library.
Specialist practitioner texts such as 
Snell’s Equity, Lewin on Trusts, and 
Hayton & Underhill’s Law of Trusts 
can be useful for certain parts of the 
course but one must be careful not 
to become lost in the detail. Meagher, 
Gummow & Lehane’s Equity is highly 
recommended, but it too is best 
approached after one is sufficiently 
familiar with general principle.

While these texts are useful for 
contextualising one’s reading, one 
should not forget the importance of 
reading a judgment in full.
— Mitch CleaverCorporations Law (LAWS2014/5014)

Offered in Semester 2 (Undergraduate - Dr. 
Olivia Dixon); (JD - Mr. Fady Aoun) 

+ 2 x 2 hour seminars per week for 10 
weeks.
+ Either: 20% optional mid-semester test 
and 80% final exam, or 100% final exam.

How is the unit taught?
The unit is taught through two 2 hour 
seminars each week. My seminar 
teacher was quite keen on name tags, 
so everyone felt quite pressured to be 
prepared for class.
What is the structure of assessment?
In 2014, the only assessment was the 
final exam during the exam period at 

Equity (LAWS2015/5015)

Offered in Semester 2 (Mr. Jamie Glister)

+ 2 x 2 hour seminars per week for 10 
weeks.
+ 20% mid-semester test and 80% closed 
book final exam.  

How is the unit taught? 
Equity is taught in a seminar format.

What is the structure of assessment? 
The course is examined by way of a 
compulsory mid-sem (20%) and a two 
hour final exam (80%).

Do you have any particular tips to help 
others do well in the unit? 
It can be easy to get lost in the detail as 
many aspects of the course are subject 
to substantial academic debate. Try 
to distinguish the uncontroversial 
general principle from the contested 
areas right from the outset. Writing 
exam scaffolds at the end of each 
topic while the principles are still fresh 
in your mind is a useful way to distil 
these key points. Ensure your notes 
are complete prior to Stuvac, so that 
you can spend the entire time working 
on practice papers.

It might be worth reviewing some 
aspects of Intro to Property & 
Commercial Law and Torts & Contracts 
II, in particular: damages for breach 
of contract, assigning property, and 
distinguishing trust from other legal 
relationships. A general understanding 
of some of the basic ideas of insolvency 

Evidence (LAWS2016/5013)

Offered Semester 2 (Assoc. Prof. David 
Hamer)

+ 2 x 2 hour seminars per week.
+ Either: 30% optional mid semester test 
and 70% final exam, or 100% final exam.

How is the unit taught?
The unit is taught in a seminar format 
– 2 two-hour seminars per week, with a 
couple of reading weeks. 
Do you have any particular tips to help 
others do well in the unit?
It seems obvious, but make sure 
that you take the time to read the 
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 / Evidence Act in detail, understand the 
terminology, and how the sections fit 
together, particularly when you get to 
the bulk of the course looking at the 
admissibility of evidence. The Evidence 
Act isn’t easy to understand, and at 
times seems somewhat counter-
intuitive. All of the topics link together, 
but it can be difficult to understand 
this until you’ve done most of the 
course! 

I would suggest making flowcharts 
or diagrams (or any other kind of 
representation that helps you learn) 
in order to chart how the different 
sections of the Act fit together. You’ll 
also notice as you complete the 
admissibility section of the course 
that there are certain rules which 
apply in relation to criminal cases, and 
more specifically to prosecution vis-à-
vis defendant evidence. Make sure you 
make a note of those differences and 
the rationales behind them.

The Judicial College of Victoria has 
an incredibly useful resource with 
flowcharts and online quizzes that you 
can use to bolster your understanding.
[1] Bear in mind that there may be a 
few differences between NSW and 
Victorian law, but the jurisdictions 
in essence have the same Uniform 
Evidence Law. 

How would you describe the content?
As noted above, evidence is incredibly 
legislation heavy – to do well, you do 
really need to have an understanding 
of the legislation holistically, as 
well as the differences between civil 
and criminal cases; prosecution 
and defence material. Use the case 
material to help you understand how 
the legislation is applied. It’s important 
to bear in mind that Evidence Law, 
at least from a problem question 

perspective, is very much about 
applying the legislation to the specific 
facts that you have. Use the case law 
to draw analogies, but remember that 
each problem will turn on its facts. Do 
as many practice questions as you 
can! 

If an essay component is retained in 
the Evidence course this year, make 
sure you consider the rationales 
behind key sections of the Evidence 
Act, and how the Uniform Evidence 
Law was developed. The Odgers 
textbook (see below) in particular is 
quite helpful on this point – read the 
introductory material, and have a look 
at the relevant sections of the ALRC 
Reports which were used to develop 
the Uniform Evidence Law. Think 
critically about controversial aspects 
of the law and some of the difficulties 
in application.   

Is there a particular textbook (other than 
the prescribed text) that is helpful?

Getting your hands on a copy of 
Odgers’ Uniform Evidence Law (11th 
Edition) is incredibly helpful – it 
provides a commentary on every 
section of the Uniform Evidence Law, 
including references to the rationales 
behind various sections, key cases, 
and ambiguities. 

I certainly found the material in 
the prescribed casebook – Uniform 
Evidence Law (Cases and Materials) 
more understandable when I cross-
referenced certain sections of the 
Evidence Act with the above textbook. 
I was able to get it from the library on 
a number of occasions, but the book is 
also available online via the law library 
databases.[2] As a word of warning, the 
material in the textbook is quite dense 
and at points difficult to understand, 

but I think this speaks more to the 
difficulty of aspects of Evidence Law 
generally.
— Natalie Czapski

Real Property (LAWS2017/5012)

Offered Semester 2 (Assoc. Prof. Fiona Burns; 
Dr. Scott Grattan)

+ 2 x 2 hour lectures per week for 5 
weeks; 1x 2 hour lecture and 1x 2 hour 
tutorial per week for 5 weeks.
+ 30% Mid-Semester Test; 70% 100 
minute final exam.

What is the structure of assessment?
Two exams, there are multiple choice 
and problem questions in both.

Do you have any particular tips to help 
others do well in the unit?
Real property is an extremely 
methodical and logical subject. Take 
a step by step approach to answering 
problem questions, don’t assume 
anything or jump to conclusions, and 
stick to saying what you are sure of. 
Pay attention to details. Also - make 
sure you are 100% clear on the facts. 
A lot of people don’t take the time to 
understand the facts in this particular 
unit. Drawing maps can be really 
helpful. This stopped me from getting 
confused and gave me extra clarity 
in my exam, and it only takes a few 
seconds.

Is there a particular textbook (other than 
the prescribed text) that is helpful?
No, but I would strongly recommend 
everyone read the prescribed textbook 
for this unit. It is a standout text book 
and helped me a lot. Particularly on 
easements. Because they are awful.
— Hayley Gordon

LLB Year 5; JD 
Year 3 /
Private International Law A (LAWS2018)

Offered Semester 1 (Prof. Vivienne Bath) and 
Semester 2 (Mr Ross Anderson)

+ 2 x 2 hour seminar per week for 10 
weeks.
+ 20% Compulsory Class Test; 80% 2 hour 
final exam. 
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+ Minimum 6 credit points from Part 2 
(Jurisprudence)

Generally, these electives are taken in 
LLB5. However students may substitute 
one compulsory unit with one elective 
unit in each semester of LLB4. However 
students cannot enrol in more than two 
elective units in the penultimate year.

 JD:

JD students must undertake 42 credit 
points of elective units. Most units of 
study are worth 6 credit points. This 
must be broken down into:

+ Minimum 6 credit points from Part 
1 (International, Comparative and 
Transnational)
+ Maximum 30 credit points from Part 2 
(General)
+ Minimum 6 credit points from Part 3 
(Jurisprudence)

JD students cannot enrol in electives until 
they have completed their compulsory 
units in JD2. However, there may be scope 
for flexibility where pre-requisites have 
been satisfied or students wish to enrol 
in international units.

Advanced Constitutional Law 
LAWS3401/5101

This unit builds on the fundamental 
issues introduced in the compulsory units 
of Public Law and Federal Constitutional 
Law. It involves a comparative 
examination of constitutionalism from 
a jurisprudential perspective and an 
opportunity to evaluate major Australian 
constitutional decisions in detail.

Session: Semester 1.

Coordinator: Professor Peter Gerangelos.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: class 
participation (20%) and either (1) 6000 
word research essay (80%); or (2) 4000 
word research essay (40%) and 2 hour 
exam (40%). An option is available for 
students to do a moot instead of the 
research essay if they request to do so.

Students praised the flexibility and 
open-ended structure of the assessment 
regime that guaranteed a strong 
relationship between the content of the 
course and the required answers.

Student Assessment:

This unit received excellent student 
reviews for the structured way it 
expanded on the themes of previous 
basic constitutional units. Many students 
enjoyed the discussions that developed 
organically from the course materials. 
Students enjoyed engaging in debates 
around the "overarching concepts" not 
considered in the compulsory Federal 
Constitutional Law course.

Professor Peter Gerangelos received 
particularly enthusiastic reviews for his 
charismatic lecturing style, structured 

approach and capacity to elucidate 
complex ideas for his students. 

Advanced Criminal Law                         
LAWS3404/5104

This unit expands in a theoretical 
manner on a broad range of principles of 
criminal law, addressing issues such as 
criminal responsibility, capacity, gender, 
corporate liability, offence construction 
and sentencing.

Session: Semester 1. 

Coordinator: Dr Arlie Loughnan.

Course structure: One 6 hour seminar per 
week for 7 weeks.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
research proposal (20%), research paper 
(60%), class participation (20%).

Students’ reflections on the assessment 
structure indicate that a preference and 
proficiency for essay writing is important 
for satisfaction in this course. Students 
noted that the course was structured 
well to allow sufficient space between 
assessments.

Student Assessment:

Some students particularly enjoyed this 
course and its more theoretical approach. 
Reviews stressed that the dominant 
focus was criminology and philosophy.

Dr Arlie Loughnan received praise for her 
control of the classroom throughout the 
semester and the class debates, which 
she ably facilitated, were an element of 
the course many enjoyed.

Some students suggested that the 
University consider expanding the 
number of criminal law electives 
available.

48 49

Choosing your elective units of study 
can seem like a daunting decision. 
The comments below are compiled 
from survey responses by students 
during 2014 and 2015, and also contain 
background information about the units. 
This is not intended to replace Faculty 
advice about electives being offered, or 
the formal unit of study surveys. Rather, 
it can be used as informal advice from a 
student perspective.

For the Faculty’s descriptions of these 
units, see: 

sydney.edu.au/law/cstudent/undergrad/
docs_pdfs/Unit_List_2015_LLB.pdf

sydney.edu.au/law/cstudent/jd/docs_
pdf/Unit_List_2015_JD.pdf

Choosing electives

 LLB:

LLB students must undertake 42 credit 
points of elective units. Most units of 
study are worth 6 credit points. This 
must be broken down into:
“ 
+ Maximum 36 credit points from Part 1 
(General)



liability, controlled liability by contract, 
restitution in contract, assignment of 
contractual rights, assessing loss, duties 
of good faith and controlling fiduciary 
duties.

Session: Winter intensive.

Co-ordinator: Professor Elisabeth Peden

Course structure: Winter intensive.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
Case note (1000 words, 20%), take-home 
examination (80%).

Student Assessment:

This unit was praised for being practical, 
up-to-date and theoretically engaging. 
Students noted that the variety of 
lecturers meant that there was an 
engaging collection of perspectives on 
the topic. The renowned lecturers were 
praised as inspiring and enthusiastic 
teachers.

See our ‘Offshore Electives’ section for 
more information.

Advanced Taxation Law  
LAWS3409/5109

This unit is an extension on Australian 
income tax, surveying more advanced 
aspects of the tax system including 
international taxation, entity taxation, 
GST, and tax admin.

Session: Semester 2.
Coordinator: Mr Micah Burch.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment structure and comments: either 
(1) 2 hour optional mid-semester exam 
(30%), and 2 hour final exam (70%); or (2) 
final exam (100%).

50

Advanced Evidence
LAWS3406/5106

This unit expands on previous topics 
in both a theoretical and substantive 
frame, as well as introducing entirely 
novel areas of evidence law – such as 
evidence of past sexual history and 
the interaction between human rights 
legislation and evidential rules. It also 
has a comparative jurisdictional facet.

Session: Semester 1.

Coordinator: Associate Professor David 
Hamer.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: class 
participation (25%), 4000 word research 
essay (75%).

Students indicated that there was ample 
time to prepare both the essay and the 
class presentation, and enjoyed that the 
presentation could be linked to the essay 
question.

Student Assessment:

Students felt that the course emphasised 
an independent approach to learning, 
also noting that the course was more 
theoretical than practical. The logistics of 
the unit and the relevance of the selected 
reading materials were praised. Students 
also recognised the importance of this 
subject to the NSW Bar Association 
Exams (evidence is one of three subject 
areas covered in those exams).

Advanced Obligations and Remedies       
LAWS3477/5177

This unit considers more complex and 
controversial areas of civil obligations 
and remedies: causation and scope of 

LLB
 Part 1 Electives/ JD
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Students appreciated the option of a 
mid-semester exam to reduce pressure 
surrounding the final exam.

Student assessment:

Students indicated the course content 
could be difficult, but praised Micah 
Burch’s engaging and entertaining 
teaching style which allowed the content 
to be more palatable. In particular, 
students appreciated the course’s 
practical emphasis.

Advanced Trusts    
LAWS3502/5202

This unit offers a detailed study of 
the content and role of law of trusts 
in managing assets, including 
conceptual analysis of trust law and in-
depth consideration of doctrines that 
regulate trust arrangements. Focus is 
on traditional jurisdictions (such as 
Australia and England), but consideration 
is given to "off-shore" jurisdictions 
known for innovation in trust law.

Session: Semester 1.

Co-ordinator: Professor Matthew Conaglen.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment structure and comments: quiz 
(10%) and 2 hour final exam (90%).

Student assessment:

Unfortunately there were insufficient 
reviews for this unit of study to provide a 
student perspective on this unit.

Anti-Discrimination Law   
LAWS3411/5111

This unit examines what is 
discrimination, how Australian laws 

address discrimination, remedies for 
unlawful discrimination, and the limits 
and future direction of discrimination 
law.

Session: Semester 2.

Co-ordinator: Dr Belinda Smith.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment structure and comments: class 
participation (10%), online short answer 
exam (25%) and 2 hour exam (65%).

Student assessment:

Unfortunately there were insufficient 
reviews for this unit of study to provide a 
student perspective on this unit.

Australian Income Tax
LAWS3412/5122

This unit considers capital gains tax 
and fringe benefits tax, providing the 
underlying principles for the scheme of 
Australian taxation legislation. It also 
considers welfare economics. It is a 
prerequisite for Advanced Taxation Law.

Session: Semester 1.

Coordinator: Mr Micah Burch.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
optional mid-semester quiz (30%), exam 
(70%).

The assessment was rated approvingly. 
Students praised the optional mid 
semester exam – which everyone had the 
option of sitting but were not obliged to 
hand in at the end of time (and therefore 
could treat it as a practice for the final, 

51

E
le

ct
iv

e 
S

u
b

je
ct

s 
G

u
id

e 
/



that the lectures and course material 
were well structured, comprehensive and 
engaging. Students also commented 
that the subject matter was particularly 
relevant and useful to commercial 
practice.
 
Canadian Constitutional Law
LAWS3497/5197

This unit provides an in-depth 
introduction to Canadian Constitutional 
Law, focusing on topics of federalism, 
free expression and related rights, the 
lack of economic or property rights in 
the Constitution, language rights and 
Aboriginal rights.

Session: Intensive August (Semester 2).

Coordinator: Professor Steve Ross.

Course structure: Intensive seminars 
weeks 1 to 3.

Assessment Structure and Comments: class 
participation (20%), 3 x case analyses 
(30%) and 3000 word take-home exam 
(50%).

The assessment structure was rated 
highly by students.

Student Assessment:

The unit was rated highly. Students 
noted that the unit provided a strong 
foundation for Articling (practising as a 
student lawyer for a 9 month period) in 
Canada. Students enjoyed the Socratic 
method of teaching and praised Professor 
Stephen Ross as erudite but nonetheless 
approachable. However students noted 
that the course could be extended a few 
weeks, as the intensive nature of the 
course was demanding.
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which became their sole assessment). 

Student Assessment:

This unit was well received in student 
reviews. Many responses appreciated the 
down-to-earth approach to the content 
of the unit and its  utility of the unit in 
practice. Micah Burch was described by 
students as highly knowledgeable but 
also personable.
 
Banking and Financial Instruments                   
LAWS3413/5113

This unit provides an overview of the 
legal regulation and supervision of banks 
and other Authorised Deposit-taking 
Institutions. Students gain a deeper 
understanding of the legal basis of the 
relationship between banks, ADIs and 
their customers. They are introduced to 
negotiable instruments, letters of credit 
and performance bonds, and guarantees, 
as well as the Personal Property Securities 
Act 2009.

Session: Semester 1

Coordinator: Professor Roger Magnusson.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
there are three options: (1) 2500 word 
assignment (50%) and 1 hour exam 
(50%); (2) 3500 word essay (50%) and 1 
hour exam (50%); (3) 2 hour exam (100%).

Students praised the different 
assessment options, as students could 
choose a regime that best suited them. 
They felt that there was a good balance 
among assignment, research and 
examination style assessments. 

Student Assessment:

This unit was rated highly. Students felt 
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Chinese Laws and Legal Systems                   
LAWS3068/5368

This unit covers the contemporary 
Chinese legal system – with a heavy 
focus on the political administration of 
the state. This unit can be undertaken in 
Shanghai.

Session: Shanghai stream summer 
intensive (generally November - 
December); Sydney stream semester 2.

Co-ordinator: Professor Vivienne Bath 
(China); Professor Bing Ling (Sydney).

Course structure: Intensive mode (China); 
2 x 2 hour seminars per week (Sydney).

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
Sydney stream: optional essay (50%), 
exam (1 hour and 50%, or 2 hours and 
100%); Shanghai stream: closed book 
exam (100%).

Student Assessment:

See our ‘Offshore Units’ section for 
information, opinions and student 
perspectives on this unit.

Commercial Dispute Resolution
LAWS3416/5116

This unit provides specific dispute 
resolution skills for matters involving 
contract, finance and property. Drawing 
on the theory of ADR in various forms, the 
unit allows students to become aware of 
and embark on acquiring the practical 
skills needed to handle commonly 
arising issues in litigation.

Session: Semester 2.

Coordinator: Mr Paul Scanlon.

Course structure: 1 x 4 hour seminar per 
week.

Assessment structure and comments: 3500 
word essay (45%), assessable workshops 
(3 x 45%) and class participation (10%).

Student assessment:

Unfortunately there were insufficient 
reviews for this unit of study to provide a 
student perspective on this unit.

Commercial Land Law
LAWS3417/5117

This unit explores some important 
aspects of the law of real property not 
covered in the compulsory Real Property 
unit. The topics covered include leases, 
possessory title, mortgages and options.

Session: Semester 1. 

Coordinator: Associate Professor Fiona 
Burns.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: class 
presentation (20%), 2000 word research 
essay (30%) and exam (50%).

Students enjoyed the assessment 
structure, which places emphasis 
on oral presentation skills. Students 
commented that this presentation has 
taught them how to present a legal case 
in a safe environment.

Student Assessment:

This unit rated strongly among students, 
who felt that the course was both 
useful and practical. Many appreciated 
Associate Professor Fiona Burns’ deep 
understanding of land law and excellent 
teaching style. The unit includes frequent 
student tutorial presentations and some 
students appreciated this opportunity 
to present their understanding of the 
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Chambers Westgarth, using real-life 
stories to illustrate legal principles.

Session: Semester 2.

Coordinator: Herbert Smith Freehills and 
Corrs Chambers Westgarth staff.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week (off-campus).

Assessment structure and comments: class 
participation and problem questions 
(10%), 3 hour exam (90%).

Student assessment:

Unfortunately there were insufficient 
reviews for this unit of study to provide a 
student perspective on this unit.

Criminology                                                   
LAWS3426/5126

This unit covers the theoretical issues 
associated with the definition and 
explanation of crime, criminality and 
crime control. It covers rationales 
for punishment, the impact of the 
justice system on minority groups, the 
regulation of hate crime, and others. 
Students also take part in visits to a gaol 
and/or a juvenile detention centre.

Session: Semester 1, Semester 2.

Coordinator: Mr Garner Clancey (semester 
1); Associate Professor Murray Lee 
(semester 2).

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
2500-3000 word research essay 
(60%), presentation paper (30%), class 
participation (10%).

The breadth of possible topics for 
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course.

Competition Law
LAWS3419/5199

This unit centres on the Competition 
and Consumer Act 2010 (Cth). It covers 
concepts of the national competition 
policies and legislation, market 
definition, market power, mergers and 
acquisitions, cartel conduct, primary 
boycotts and anti-competitive actions.

Session: Semester 1. 

Coordinator: Dr David Howarth, Dr Brett 
Williams.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: class 
presentation (10%), essay and peer review 
(30%), exam (60%).

The assessment structure was rated well.

Student Assessment:

Students noted the particular relevance 
of competition law to commercial 
practice and the potential benefits of 
the course for those who wished to be 
corporate lawyers. The unit material was 
praised as interesting, however some 
students indicated they would have 
preferred a more organised Unit of Study 
outline to assist them in engaging with 
the readings. 
 
Corporate and Securities Regulation
LAWS 3424/5124

This unit explores mergers and 
acquisitions, covering the major areas 
of public securities regulations such 
as takeovers, corporate fundraising, 
buy-backs and capital reductions. The 
course is run by leading M&A partners 
from Herbert Smith Freehills and Corrs 
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the essay question was well received, 
especially as Garner Clancy offered 
assistance with selecting and refining 
questions. Some students commented 
that the assessment was light compared 
to other units. They also commented 
that students had some scope to choose 
their presentation topic and week, which 
allowed them to strategically plan their 
assessment schedules.

Student Assessment:

Overall this unit was rated highly. The 
teaching skills of Garner Clancey were 
praised, as were his thought-provoking 
lectures.

Many students enjoyed the largely 
theoretical focus of the course. It was 
suggested that the course could benefit 
from rearranging the course structure; 
so that instead of studying separate 
criminological theories each week, some 
weeks could feature a focus on issue/
topics to which a variety of theoretical 
lenses are applied.

Each year students have praised the 
prison visit as an extremely insightful 
opportunity not offered by any other 
electives units.
 
Death and Inheritance Law
LAWS3427/5127

This unit covers succession law: 
testamentary freedom, the boundaries of 
the law, the legal fact of death, intestate 
succession, the law of wills and the 
administration of deceased estates.

Session: Semester 1.

Coordinator: Associate Professor Fiona 
Burns.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: class 
presentation (20%), 2000 word research 
essay (30%), open-book exam (50%). 

Student Assessment:

The unit was rated highly. Students 
commented that the course content was 
practical, interesting and different from 
other units of study, while still drawing 
on the compulsory Equity and Real 
Property units. Students particularly 
praised Associate Professor Fiona Burns. 
Students enjoyed that she incorporated 
lessons on how to overcome practical 
problems regarding the drafting of wills, 
and a comparative approach to policy 
issues among the states.

Development, Law and Human Rights
LAWS3478/5178

This unit exposes students to the 
role and limits of law in addressing 
acute problems of socio-economic 
development and human rights in 
developing countries. In 2015, the course 
took place in an interactive field school in 
Nepal, with a particular focus on armed 
conflict, natural resource disputes and 
the experiences of women in Nepal.

Session: Intensive January/Semester 1.  

Co-ordinator: Professor David Kinley.

Course structure: Intensive.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
take-home exam (40%) and 4000 word 
research essay (60%).

The mid-semester take-home was 
considered quite challenging, but 
students enjoyed that this meant the 
end of semester assessment was much 
lighter.
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Students enjoyed that there were two 
take-home assignments.

Student Assessment:

Students found the course content 
interesting and relevant, as well as 
particularly technical at times. Students 
commented that the course was 
especially useful for those pursuing 
opportunities in a number of sectors 
(including public and NGO areas), one 
noted that it was a prerequisite for an 
internship that he/she was to undertake 
at the Environmental Defender’s Office 
NSW.
 
Equity and Financial Risk Association
LAWS3431/5174

This unit introduces the role of equity 
in allocating risk in commercial 
transactions, introducing doctrines such 
as penalties, contribution, subrogation, 
marshalling and set-off.

Session: Semester 1.

Coordinator: Professor John Stumbles.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment structure and comments: 3000 
word problem question (30%) and 2 hour 
exam (70%).

Student assessment: 

Students appreciated the complexity of 
the unit, remarking that it was important 
to take thorough notes and listen closely 
due to the difficult concepts. Professor 
John Stumbles was praised for thoroughly 
and methodically approaching the 
subject matter, equipping students well 
for commercial practice.
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Student Assessment:

Students noted that the content was 
engaging and precise, especially for those 
that had an interest in the humanities. 
Professor David Kinley and Dr Livingstone 
Armytage were praised for having expert 
knowledge and approaching class in a 
passionate and friendly way. One student 
noted that the course outline made 
what was expected of students and the 
subject’s objectives very clear.

It was suggested that the discussion-
based structure of the lessons meant 
it was difficult to take notes for 
the subject at times.  Additionally, 
students suggested a reader should 
be used because the course relied on 
downloading, searching and reading off 
screens - difficult for a reading-heavy 
subject.

See our ‘off-shore’ units section for more 
information and student perspectives on 
this subject.

Environmental Law
LAWS3430/5130

This unit provides a framework for 
understanding environmental law, 
outlines the sources of environmental law 
and provides an overview of the different 
approaches to environmental regulation. 
It particularly discusses a range of topical 
issues, including climate change, water 
management, environmental planning, 
development control and environmental 
impact assessment.

Session: Semester 1.

Coordinator: Ms Katherine Owens.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: essay 
(50%) and take-home exam (50%).
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External Placement Program
LAWS3431/5131

This unit places students in a ‘public 
interest’ off-campus site. Students must 
attend fortnightly seminars to discuss 
the issues that arise over the course of 
the unit. The course particularly focuses 
on the development of practical and 
interpersonal skills in a professional 
legal environment.

Session: Semester 2.  

Coordinator: Ms Irene Baghoomians.

Course structure: 9 x 2 hour seminars per 
week and external placement.

Assessment Structure and Comments: class 
presentation and performance (30%), 
site performance (30%) and 3000 word 
essay (40%).

Student Assessment:

Students generally appreciated the 
worthwhile opportunity to volunteer at 
a site, as they would not usually have 
access.

Inevitably respondents’ experiences 
varied according to their placement 
sites; some singled out their placements 
as engaging. Others suggested that the 
pricing structure of this unit should be 
reconsidered, as the course involves 
relatively limited contact hours, 
alternatively the course could include 
the teaching of specific and relevant 
legal principles. 
 
Family Law
LAWS3432/5132

This unit covers the primary provisions of 
the Family Law Act 1975 (Cth) governing 
parenting and property issues for people 
in marriage and de facto relationships.

Session: Semester 1, Semester 2. 

Coordinator: Professor Patrick Parkinson.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 3000 
word assignment (40%) and exam (60%).

Students were pleased with the 
assessment structure and weighting 
between tasks. Students particularly 
enjoyed the essay component, which 
allowed them to delve into a specific area 
of interest.

Student Assessment:

This subject was well received by survey 
respondents. It was commended for 
deftly handling the practical and legal 
consequences of family breakdowns 
and inclusion of engaging case studies 
dealing with the issues that arose.
Professor Patrick Parkinson is 
a passionate lecturer and has 
been consistently praised for his 
comprehensive approach to the material. 
 
Indigenous People and Public Law
LAWS3435/5135

This course explores the relationship 
between Indigenous people and national 
and international public law systems. 
It includes analysis of Indigenous 
Customary Law, definitions of 
Aboriginality, indigenous incarceration, 
The Intervention, self-determination and 
the management of the relationship 
between Indigenous people and land.

Session: Semester 2.

Coordinator: Professor Patrick Parkinson.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.
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Insurance Law and Risk
LAWS3503/5203

This unit covers the principles and 
concepts of insurance law in practice, 
focusing on the rights and liabilities 
arising under contracts of insurance, 
under statute and at common law. A wide 
range of matters are covered including 
categories of insurance, role of insurance 
brokers and regulation of insurance.

Session: Semester 2.

Coordinator: Mr Peter Mann.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hours seminars.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 2000 
word essay or problem based assignment 
(40%) and 2 hour open book exam (60%).

Student Assessment:

Unfortunately there were insufficient 
reviews for this unit of study to provide a 
student perspective on this unit.

International Commercial Arbitration                      
LAWS3437/5136

This unit covers the process of 
international arbitration: arbitration 
agreements, procedural and conceptual 
aspects, arbitral awards and the 
relevance of mediation in resolving 
commercial disputes.

Session: Semester 2.

Coordinator: Professor Luke Nottage and 
Professor Chester Brown.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
Choice between (1) 3500 word optional 
assignment (50%) and exam (2 hours, 
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Assessment Structure and Comments: class 
participation (10%); 1000 word critical 
review essay (20%), essay plan (10%) and 
5000 word essay (60%).

Student Assessment:

Unfortunately there were insufficient 
reviews for this unit of study to provide a 
student perspective on this unit.

Insolvency Law
LAWS3445/5145

This unit introduces the statute on 
bankrupt individuals and insolvent 
companies. It covers issues such as 
bankruptcy, liquidation, receivership 
and voluntary administration. It also 
considers the impact of insolvency 
on employees, unsecured creditors, 
shareholders and trustees of trusts. It 
has a significant component of statutory 
interpretation.

Session: Semester 1.

Co-ordinator: Professor John Stumbles.
Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars 
per week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
problem question assignment (30%) and 
exam (70%).

Student Assessment:

Students rated this subject highly. 
Students thought that the content was 
very practical and relevant, especially for 
those wanting to practise in corporate 
or family law. This is undoubtedly an 
extremely comprehensive course. 
Students did indicate that the reading 
can feel demanding, however Professor 
John Stumbles’ teaching was repeatedly 
praised for being thorough and absorbing.
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50%) and (2) Exam (3 hours, 100%).

Student Assessment:

2014’s lecturer, Professor Chester Brown 
received praise in elective surveys for his 
insightful teaching and personability. 
Students consequently found the 
engaging content easily digestible. 
 
International Economic Law 
LAWS3439/5139

This unit largely deals with the World 
Trade Organisation, considering topics 
such as the functions of the WTO, the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, 
dispute resolution, and treaties.

Session: Semester 2.

Coordinator: Dr Brett Williams.

Course structure: 1 x 6.5 hour seminar for 
six weeks.

Assessment structure and comments: 2500 
word essay (33.3%) and 2.5 hour exam 
(66.6%).

Student assessment:

Unfortunately there were insufficient 
reviews for this unit of study to provide a 
student perspective on this unit.

International Human Rights Law
LAWS3434/5134

This unit examines the principles and 
practice of human rights law, examining 
the fora of international rights law, 
particular settings where international 
human rights law is being deployed in 
Australia and elsewhere, and subjects 
that human rights law shapes, regulates 
and secures.

Session: Semester 2.

Coordinator: Ms Irene Baghoomians.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment structure and comments: 4000 
word essay (60%) and take-home exam 
(40%).

Student assessment:

Unfortunately there were insufficient 
reviews for this unit of study to provide a 
student perspective on this unit.

International Moot
LAWS3489/5189

Students can apply to be members 
of international moot teams. The 
application process is determined on an 
annual basis by the responsible member 
of Faculty. 

Session: Semester 1, February.

Coordinator: Professor Chester Brown 
(Vis Moot); Professor Tim Stephens 
(Jessup Moot); Professor Luke Nottage 
(Tokyo Negotiation and Arbitration 
Competition).

Course structure: at co-ordinator’s 
discretion.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
preparation and participation (15%), 
research and writing (35%) and 
participation in the mooting rounds 
(50%).

Feedback indicates the units are 
extremely time consuming and difficult, 
requiring extensive commitment during 
the summer holidays.

Student Assessment:
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LAWS3480/5180

This unit focuses on the requirements 
for the copyright and design protection 
and investigates the bases upon which 
infringement action can be brought. 
Particular emphasis is placed on the 
expanding scope of copyright and the 
implications of the internet.

Sessions: Semester 1, Semester 2.

Coordinator: Associate Professor Kim 
Weatherall (Semester 1); Mr Fady Aoun 
(Semester 2).

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
Choice between (1) a 5,000 word research 
essay (50%) and 1.5 hour exam (50%); or 
(2) a 2.5 hour exam (100%).

Students praised the flexible assessment 
regime, particularly the choice in 
research essay topic – allowing students 
to manage their own timetables and 
academic strengths.  

Student Assessment:

Responses described this unit as 
interesting and creative. Students felt 
that the content continues to be relevant 
and practical. In particular Associate 
Professor Kim Weatherall was well 
received for her engaging classes. 

IP: Trademarks and Patents                
LAWS3479/5179

This unit covers most aspects of the 
law of registered trademarks (including 
some references to passing-off and 
unfair competition), as well as the effect 
of these areas of law on new marketing 
practices on the internet. In patent law, 
there is particular focus on medical 
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Students suggested the unit was 
rewarding in terms of marks and 
experience. Students learn invaluable 
skills about advocacy, learn about 
international opportunities, and study 
an area  of law in depth in a unique 
setting. Students enjoyed the team 
environment, and the opportunity to be 
coached by experienced mooters and 
legal professionals.

See our ‘Supplementing your study’ 
section for more information about these 
international opportunities.
 
Interpretation                               
LAWS3443/5143

This unit teaches the methods of 
ascertaining the meaning and content 
of legal texts, including the principles 
of statutory interpretation. The course 
covers aspects of the law of interpretation 
of statute, private law instruments, the 
constitution and treaties.

Session: Semester 2.

Coordinator: Ms Patricia Lane.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 3000 
word research essay (40%), drafting 
exercise (20%) and either (1) take home 
exam; or (2) additional research essay 
(40%).

Student Assessment:

Many students enjoyed this unit 
and suggested it should become a 
compulsory course. Drafting legislation 
was viewed as an enjoyable challenge 
and the guest lectures enjoyed positive 
responses from many respondents.

IP: Copyright and Designs                
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method patents, in light of their recent 
development.

Sessions: Semester 1.

Coordinator: Associate Professor Kim 
Weatherall.
Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
Choice between (1) a 5,000 word research 
essay (50%) and 1.5 hour exam (50%); or 
(2) a 2.5 hour exam (100%).

Students enjoyed the flexibility of 
assessment regime, which brought 
benefits for time management. 

Student Assessment:

Associate Professor Kim Weatherall 
was praised for her engaging and 
knowledgeable classroom presence. 
Students enjoyed that the course 
emphasised practical and topical issues.

Japanese Law
LAWS3444/5144

This unit is taught in Tokyo/Kyoto during 
the summer holidays (in mid-February in 
recent years). It includes an introductory 
class in Sydney as well as a study tour 
to Osaka. It is taught by academics from 
the Australian Network for Japanese Law 
(ANJeL) and practitioners in Japan. The 
unit gives a general overview of how law 
operates in Japanese society, with topics 
including legal history, civil and criminal 
justice, politics and constitutionalism, 
government and law, dispute resolution, 
investment and finance law, labour law 
and corporate governance.

Sessions: Intensive February.

Coordinator: Mr Micah Burch.

Assessment Structure and Comments: Two 
750 word reflective notes (20%) and a 
4500 word research essay (80%).

Students appreciated the extended 
deadline for the final research essay (due 
after students return to Sydney), as this 
allowed them to take advantage of travel 
opportunities in Japan.

Student Assessment:

Students praised the variety of 
academics teaching the course, and the 
fact that they were able to meet Japanese 
students in class. While long days and 
time constraints are to be expected in 
an intensive unit, students noted that 
extending the program by a few days 
would have made the study load more 
bearable.

See our ‘Offshore Units’ section for more 
information.
 
Labour Law  
LAWS3446/5146

This unit examines the legal regulation 
of work relationships in Australia, 
examining the system of workplace 
relations, the legal responsibilities 
of employers and employees, and the 
operation of the Fair Work Act 2009 (Cth).

Sessions: Semester 1.

Coordinator: Dr Shae McCrystal.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment structure and comments:  mid 
semester take home examination (30%) 
and Final Examination (70%).

Student assessment:

Unfortunately there were insufficient 
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discretion.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
Attendance at a research workshop and 
a 12,000 word dissertation (100%).

Student Assessment:

See our ‘Further Study’ section for more 
information.
 
Legal Systems in South-East Asia
LAWS3494/5194

This unit is taught as part of the South-
East Asia Winter School, focusing on the 
colonial, national, Islamic and customary 
law of Indonesia and Malaysia. Taught at 
Gadjah Mada University (Indonesia) and 
the International Islamic University 
(Malaysia).

Session: July intensive. 

Coordinator: Dr Simon Butt, Dr Salim 
Farrar.

Course structure: Intensive mode.

Assessment Structure and Comments: Take-
home exam (100%).

Student Assessment:

Students praised the broad scope of the 
course, which covered two jurisdictions, 
and enjoyed the incorporation of field 
trips. See our ‘Offshore Units’ Section for 
more information.
 
Media Law: Contempt and Open Justice
LAWS3451/5151

This unit examines in detail contempt of 
court, the principle of open justice and 
suppression orders. It considers contempt 
of parliament and other restrictions of the 
reporting of parliamentary proceedings. 

62

reviews for this unit of study to provide a 
student perspective on this unit.

Law and Society in Indonesia
LAWS3490/5190

This unit introduces students to the 
Indonesian legal system. It particularly 
focuses on aspects of colonial legal 
systems in Indonesian law, human rights, 
the role of the military, and the recent 
democratisation and decentralisation of 
Indonesian government. 

Session: Semester 2.

Coordinator: Dr Simon Butt.

Course Structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 4000 
word research essay (70%); and choice 
between (1) take-home exam or (2) 20 
minute class presentation (30%).

Student Assessment:

This unit was rated highly. Students 
praised Dr Butt’s professional and 
thorough understanding of Indonesian 
law, history and contemporary social 
issues.
 
Law Honours                                                
LAWS3900

Students are supervised by an academic 
to produce a 12,000 word dissertation. 
Department permission is required to 
participate. For more information see our 
‘Further Study’ section.

Session: Semester 1 or Semester 2.

Coordinator: Associate Professor Judith 
Cashmore.

Course structure: At co-ordinator’s 
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It also analyses the law relating to the 
disclosure of journalists’ sources and 
the impact of freedom of information 
laws on the media.

Session: Semester 2.  

Co-ordinator: Associate Professor David 
Rolph.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
Students choose between (1) a 2500 word 
assignment (30%) and 2 hour exam (70%); 
(2) a 3500 word essay (40%) and 2 hour 
exam (60%); (3) a 2500 word assignment 
(30%), 3500 word essay (40%) and 1 hour 
exam (30%); or (4) 3 hour exam (100%).

Students enjoyed the flexible assessment 
regime, which allowed students to select 
a structure that played to their strengths. 

Student Assessment:

Both the content and teaching for this 
unit were praised as interesting and 
enjoyable. Associate Professor David 
Rolph received praise for explaining 
complex issues in a succinct and 
understandable manner.

Media Law: Defamation and Privacy
LAWS3428/5128

This unit of study provides a detailed 
examination of the principles of 
defamation law relating to liability, 
defences and remedies. It also examines 
how different common law legal systems 
are developing direct legal protection for 
individuals’ privacy against intrusive 
media coverage. This unit also places 
these areas of law in their broader 
historical, international, comparative, 
social and cultural contexts.

Sessions: Semester 2, Summer Main.

Coordinator: Associate Professor David 
Rolph.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.
Assessment Structure and Comments: 
Students choose between (1) a 2500 word 
assignment (30%) and 2 hour exam (70%); 
(2) a 3500 word essay (40%) and 2 hour 
exam (60%); (3) a 2500 word assignment 
(30%), 3500 word essay (40%) and 1 hour 
exam (30%); or (4) 3 hour exam (100%).

Students enjoyed the flexibility of the 
regime, and suggested the options 
provided fair assessment of the course 
material.

Student Assessment:

Responses were extremely positive. 
Students found the course content 
interesting and the teaching style 
engaging. In particular, students enjoyed 
the links drawn to current events and 
other modern issues, such as the role of 
social media.
 
Medical Law
LAWS3452/5152

Issues covered include medical 
treatment, professional liability of 
health professionals (including different 
forms of action for medical negligence), 
confidentiality, privacy, and access 
to medical records, the regulation of 
reproduction (including termination of 
pregnancy), and end-of-life decision-
making, including assisted dying or 
"euthanasia".

Session: Semester 1.

Coordinator: Professor Roger Magnusson.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
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Student Assessment:

The unit was praised due to its topical 
content, which draws links to issues 
of international and humanitarian 
law. Students identified the area of 
difficulty was understanding the large 
and complex amounts of statute, but 
indicated this was ultimately achievable. 
Professor Mary Crock was praised for her 
engaging teaching, and for organising 
a class field trip. The textbook was also 
recommended as useful. Though it has 
been suggested the unit could include 
more discussion of current events and 
media coverage, the teaching staff have 
made a concerted effort to address this 
criticism.

Policing, Crime and Society
LAWS3455/5155

This unit includes critical analysis of 
theoretical and policy issues within 
contemporary criminal justice, 
examining issues such as crime control, 
processes of criminal justice, major 
theoretical frameworks within crime, 
challenges for policing and transnational 
developments in crime and crime control.

Session: Semester 2.

Coordinator: Dr Murray Lee.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment structure and comments: 2500-
3000 word research essay (60%); 1200 
word presentation paper (30%) and class 
facilitation (10%).

Student assessment:

Unfortunately there were insufficient 
reviews for this unit of study to provide a 
student perspective on this unit.
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week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
Students may choose from two options: 
(1) 5,000 word research essay (50%) and 
1.5 hour examination (50%); or (2) 2.5 
hour examination (100%). 
Students praised the flexibility of the 
assessment structure, as it allowed 
them to structure their study based on 
the schedule in other units and external 
commitments. The choice between a 
problem question and an essay in the 
assignment was also commended. 
The exam was considered to be short, 
but otherwise a fair assessment of the 
course material.

Student Assessment: 

Professor Roger Magnusson was praised 
for being extremely clear and helpful, 
particularly in the way he structured 
classes and provided useful reading 
material for students to assist study. 

Migration, Refugees and Forced Migration 
LAWS3499/5199

This unit is an overview of the scheme 
for admitting individuals into Australia. 
It covers the Migration Act 1958, the 
Migration Review Tribunal, The Refugee 
Review Tribunal and Administrative 
Appeals Tribunal.

Session: Semester 1. 

Coordinator: Professor Mary Crock.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 3000 
word research essay (50%) and exam 
(50%).

This assessment structure was ranked 
highly and generally considered fair.

LLB
 Part 1 Electives/ JD

 Pa
rts 1 + 2

 E
lectives /

Plain English in Legal Writing
LAWS6950
 
This unit consider why ‘traditional’ styles 
of legal writing are still so prevalent 
today. Taught at Cambridge University, 
with a particular focus on the benefits 
and detriments of Plain English, this 
subject will extrapolate the complexities 
of judicially defined words and phrases.
 
Session: 5 day intensive, traditionally 
around late April to early May.
 
Co-ordinator:

Course structure:

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
class participation, including drafting 
assignments (20%), 3000 word essay 
(40%) and 3000 word redrafting exercise 
(40%)
 
Private International Law B   
LAWS3457/5157

Private International Law B deals with 
the international dimensions of private 
law and the interactions between global 
legal systems, addressing topics such as 
property, marriage validity and personal 
connective factors.

Session: Semester 2. 

Coordinator: Mr Ross Anderson.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: Class 
test (25%) and open-book exam (75%).

The assessment structure and marking 
standard were generally considered 
positive, providing a fair assessment of 
course material.

Student Assessment:

This subject received high praise. The 
engaging and enjoyable content was 
commended, as was the teaching of 
Professor Ross Anderson. The course 
was considered to be structured well, 
providing a good balance between 
breadth and detail.
 
Roman Law                             
LAWS3460/5160

The unit provides an introduction 
to private Roman law, including an 
introduction to Roman legal history 
and Roman jurisprudence in modern 
European legal systems. It addresses 
topics such as marriage, property, 
security, succession and contractual 
obligations. The Institutes of Justinian, 
in English, are examined in depth.

Session: Semester 1. 

Coordinator: The Hon Justice Arthur 
Emmett.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 2000 
word essay (20%) and closed book exam 
(80%).

While the final exam has a heavy 
weighting, students did not express 
concerns about this. 

Student Assessment:

Students enjoyed the content of this 
unit, and the relaxed atmosphere of the 
classes (which is taught off-campus). 
Respondents enjoyed that the problem 
questions were creatively set in Ancient 
Rome.
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Sessions: Semester 1, February Intensive.

Co-ordinator: Professor Peter Cashman 
(semester 1); Mr Edward Santow (February 
intensive).

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
written assignment (100%), class 
presentation and participation (pass/
fail) and clinical placement evaluation 
(pass/fail).

Students enjoyed the written assignment, 
but suggested the presentation should 
have been worth a percentage of their 
grade as it took considerable time to 
prepare and rehearse.

Student Assessment:

Students enjoyed their placements, 
indicating this allowed practical 
application of legal knowledge, and in 
some cases led to contacts for work 
experience and PLT placements.

Sydney Law Review
LAWS3465/5165

Enrolment in this unit is by special 
application, on the basis of academic 
results. Generally, a WAM of 75 is necessary 
to be admitted to this unit, although the 
specific requirements are determined at 
the outset of every semester. In the past, 
students have had to include a cover 
letter in their applications. Students 
work to edit the Review, write a law 
reform essay and produce a case note for 
potential publication.

Session: Semester 1. Students selected 
for this unit must be prepared to serve 
for six months, so that duties may start 
before, and may continue after, the 
formal teaching and examination period.
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Secured Transactions in Commercial Law
LAWS3484/5184

This course examines the creation of 
effective security interests in personal 
property to secure performance of 
contractual obligations. It includes 
detailed analysis of the new legislative 
regime in Australia, and presents 
an international and comparative 
perspective through references to the 
Canadian and New Zealand experience.

Session: Semester 2.

Coordinator: Professor Sheelagh 
McCracken.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 3000 
word assignment (30%) and 2 hour exam 
(70%).

Student Assessment:

Unfortunately there were insufficient 
reviews for this unit of study to provide a 
student perspective on this unit.

Social Justice Clinical Course
LAWS3461/5161

Students may participate in this practical 
and hands-on experience at either 
the Environmental Defenders Office, 
Public Interest Advocacy Centre, Justice 
Connect or Refugee Advice and Casework 
Service. Students develop a social and 
ethical appreciation of the law, whilst 
developing the essential skills necessary 
for the legal workplace – including legal 
research and writing, as well as the 
ability work both autonomously and in 
team environments.

The Social Justice Clinical Course accepts 
forty students each year.
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Coordinator: Professor Joellen Riley.

Course structure: At co-ordinator’s 
discretion.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 2500 
word essay (25%), 5000 word case note 
(50%) and editing (25%).

Students felt the assessment structure 
fairly reflected the unit’s purpose and 
content, and appreciated the flexible 
deadlines. It was generally agreed the 
assessments gave a good insight into 
the process of producing an academic 
article from start to finish.

Student Assessment:

Students who enjoy working 
independently strongly praised this 
unit’s focus on self-directed learning. 
It was noted that enjoyment and 
academic success may hinge upon a 
good relationship with the supervising 
academic.

United States Constitutional Law 
LAWS3496/5196

The unit introduces students to US 
Constitutional Law, addressing the 
functions of the US Supreme Court, 
constitutional interpretation and 
differing approaches to key provisions of 
the constitutions. Topics include issues 
such as freedom of religion, voting and 
race and gender discrimination.

Session: Semester 1.

Coordinator: Professor Helen Irving.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: Mid-
semester - optional 3,000 word research 
essay/problem question (40%), final 
exam (50% or 90%), class participation: 

10%

Students presented mixed opinions on 
Professor Helen Irving’s Socratic method 
of questioning. Whilst this method 
was considered stressful, students 
recognised it encouraged more depth of 
learning.

Student Assessment:

Professor Helen Irving was praised as 
approachable and very knowledgeable 
about US Constitutional issues. The 
breadth of the course was also praised.
 
War Law: Use of Force & Humanitarian Law
LAWS3483/5183

This unit explores two key areas of 
international law devoted to regulating 
intense violence involving governments 
or non-State actors: international 
law on the use of armed force, and 
international humanitarian law. Topics 
include controversies over pre-emptive 
self-defence, humanitarian intervention 
and the "Responsibility to Protect", 
peacekeeping and the relationship 
between human rights law and 
humanitarian law.

Session: Semester 1.

Coordinator: Dr Alison Pert.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 3000 
word assignment (30%) and 2 hour exam 
(70%).

Students thought this was a fair 
assessment structure.

Student Assessment:

Reviews for the course were universally 
positive. Students enjoyed the content 
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Law and Economics
LAWS3447/5147 

This unit provides economic analysis 
of the law, addressing the difference 
between legal argument and public 
policy. It addresses topics including: 
theoretical concepts of social justice, 
social insurance; monopoly and 
environmental regulation; economics 
of property and contract law; labour 
law and bargaining power; tort rights 
and remedies; asymmetric information, 
adverse selection and moral hazard with 
applications to medical malpractice; 
agency, corporate governance and 
bankruptcy; family law; taxation; and the 
measurement of inequality.

Session: Semester 2.

Coordinator: Professor Patricia Apps.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
1000wd essay (15%), 1000 pword essay 
(15%), class participation (10%) and 2hr 
exam (60%)

Student Assessment:

Students appreciated the interesting but 
conceptually challenging course content.

Philosophy of International Law
LAWS3454/5175

This course examines and evaluates 
traditional theories of law in the context 
of world society and global governance. 
It particularly focuses on the nature 
and role of customary international 
law, enforcement and compliance, 
transnational authority, human rights 
and international responsibility.

Sessions: Semester 1.
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and its relevance to current international 
affairs. Alison Pert was particularly 
commended for her competency and 
lively teaching style.

International/Comparative Jurisprudence  
LAWS3436/5136

This unit considers theoretically the 
relationship between law and its social 
context. By applying comparativist 
theory and empirical methodology 
from different perspectives, the unit 
provides students an appreciation of the 
operation of society’s law in settings of 
different cultural systems, nation states, 
multicultural societies and on the 
international level.

Session: Semester 1.

Coordinator: Associate Professor Alex 
Ziegert.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 2000 
word research plan (40%) and 3750-5000 
word research paper (60%).

Students suggested the research-based 
assessment regime was daunting 
as there were no set boundaries or 
guides to consult. While a challenging 
experience, students largely appreciated 
the opportunity to complete an extended 
research project in this unique unit of 
study.

Student Assessment:

Reviews for this unit were consistently 
high, with the teaching style commended 
as approachable and friendly. 
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Coordinator: Dr Michael Sevel.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: Class 
participation (10%), 1500 word mid-
semester report (30%) and 4000 word 
essay (60%).

Students enjoyed that there were two 
take-home assignments. However they 
felt that the mid-semester assignment 
should have been released earlier rather 
than close to the due date.

Student Assessment:

Students praised the course for providing 
varied perspectives on law. They also 
praised Dr Michael Sevel for his lively 
teaching style and attempts to make the 
course content more understandable.
 
Philosophy of Law                                              
LAWS3454/5175

This unit aims to provide students with 
a critical understanding of the central 
issues in philosophy of law understood 
as a general, abstract, normative 
reflection on law as such rather than an 
examination of a concrete legal system. A 
stream of this unit is offered at Humboldt 
University in Berlin.

Sessions: Semester 2, Winter. 

Coordinator: Professor Wojciech Sadurski.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Campus: Sydney University (Sydney 
Steam); Humboldt University (Berlin).

Assessment Structure and Comments: 
Students complete class participation 

with short reaction notes about class 
readings (40%) and a 5000 word take-
home exam (60%).

Students enjoyed completing the 
reaction notes and daily reflections.

Student Assessment:
Students who attended the Berlin stream 
enjoyed the travel associated with 
the unit. However, it was indicated the 
course was difficult for students with 
no background in philosophy to grasp 
the content over the short length of the 
course. 

Unfortunately we did not receive 
feedback specific to the Sydney stream 
of this course.

See our ‘Offshore units’ section for more 
information and student perspectives on 
the Berlin course.

Sociological Theories of Law            
LAWS3462/5162

The unit applies sociological theory 
and methodology to the law by linking 
concepts such as power, norm, role, group 
and social structure to the operation of 
legal systems.

Session: Semester 1.

Coordinator: Dr Kevin Walton.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: 1000-
2000 word research note (40%), 3750-
5000 word research paper (60%).
Students appreciated that there was no 
examination. Elements of the elective 
regime were praised: particularly that 
the essay questions correspond strongly 
to the course material. However, students 
expressed concern that assignments 

69

E
le

ct
iv

e 
S

u
b

je
ct

s 
G

u
id

e 
/



approachability of Dr Kevin Walton. Some 
remarked the unit was conceptually 
difficult so students from a philosophy 
background were advantaged. However, 
the unit was considered interesting and 
intellectually stimulating.

Theories of Justice
LAWS3468/5168

This unit provides students with a critical 
understanding of debates about justice, 
examining moral values through which 
the law can be assessed. These include 
liberty, community, utility, fairness and 
equality.

Session: Semester 2.

Coordinator: Dr Kevin Walton.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment structure and comments: class 
participation (20%), 1500 word report 
(20%) and 4000 word essay (60%).

Student assessment:

Most students thought the learning 
objectives of this unit were clear and 
there was overwhelming agreement that 
the feedback provided was useful.

Theories of the State
LAWS3501/5201

This unit enables critical reflection on 
various philosophical and sociological 
conceptions of the state and various 
arguments for and against.

Session: Semester 1.

Coordinator: Dr Kevin Walton.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
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were marked "optimistically" without 
taking grade moderation into account. 
This left students uncertain about what 
to expect in their final grade.

Student Assessment:

Students suggested that the course 
could best be approached by relying 
on extensive personal study to bring 
greater clarity to the material studied in 
class. There was some suggestion that 
the unit could be improved by a more 
detailed course outline and increased 
use of lecture slides, which may result 
in increased classroom discussion. 
Students felt they were interested 
in knowing more about the subjects 
covered, in particular suggesting a 
widening of the course content beyond 
European and American thinkers.

Theories of Conscientious Obedience
LAWS3471/5171

This unit addresses obedience of legal 
norms in relation to morality, assessing 
whether there is a moral obligation to 
obey the law.

Session: Semester 2. 

Coordinator: Dr Kevin Walton.

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment Structure and Comments: class 
participation (20%), 1500 word report 
(20%) and 4000 word essay (60%).

Students enjoyed the flexibility of the 
assessment structure, particularly 
as they could select their own essay 
question.

Student Assessment:

Students praised the teaching and 
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week.

Assessment structure and comments: class 
participation (20%), 1500 word report 
(20%) and 4000 word essay (60%).

Student assessment:

The Unit of Study Survey included strong 
praise for the teaching of this unit by 
Dr Kevin Walton and an overwhelming 
number of respondents said that they 
found the work intellectually rewarding. 
Students also said that the course 
helped them develop relevant critical 
and analytical thinking skills.

The Rule of Law and Its Value 
LAWS3495/5195

This unit examines the nature and 
value of the rule of law through a 
critical examination of classical and 
contemporary writings. Readings include 
historical sources from the ancient Greek 
and early modern periods, contemporary 
essays in legal, moral and political 
theory, and other primary legal sources.

Session: Semester 1

Coordinator: Dr Michael Sevel

Course structure: 2 x 2 hour seminars per 
week.

Assessment structure and comments: class 
participation (10%), 1500 word mid-
semester report (30%) and 4000 word 
essay (60%).

Student assessment:

Unfortunately there were insufficient 
reviews for this unit of study to provide a 
student perspective on this unit.
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to qualify, you must have at least six 
credit points to complete after your 
return from exchange.

 Depending on the availability of funding, 
scholarships are offered to students 
wanting to go on exchange. Please visit 
sydney.edu.au/law/scholarships/index.
shtml for more information.

Law Faculty Exchange
 
 What is the program?

In 2016, Sydney Law School will send 
thirty-five students on facul ty-specific 
exchanges to leading universities 
across North America, Asia and Europe. 
The Sydney Law Exchange Program, 
which sees approximately thirty to forty 
students granted the opportunity to 
study overseas each year, is renowned for 
delivering a high-quality legal education 
with a vast choice of creditable units.
 
 Where can I complete Faculty-specific
 exchange in 2016?

+ Austria, University of Vienna
+ Belgium, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven
+ Canada, Queen’s University, Ontario
+ Canada, University of Victoria, British 
Columbia
+ China, East China University of Political 
Sciences and Law
+ China, Renmin University of China
+ Denmark, University of Copenhagen
+ France, Universite Paris 1 Pantheon-
Sorbonne
+ Germany, Bucerius Law School, 
Hamburg
+ Germany, Humboldt University, Berlin
+ Ireland, Trinity College, Dublin
+ Japan, Kobe University, Kobe
+ Netherlands, Radboud University, 
Nijmegen
+ Netherlands, Utrecht University, Utrecht
+ Netherlands, Vrije University, 
Amsterdam
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Semester and Year-Long Exchange

Exchange is a rare and unique 
opportunity to be exposed to different 
academic challenges and to develop a 
greater sense of independ ence. Students 
are exposed to new environments and 
cultures, and meet other students and 
legal profession als from around the 
world. Exchange can also lead to broad-
ened career horizons, as you are exposed 
to different legal systems and build 
international contacts.
 
 Eligibility

To be eligible for exchange in 2016, you 
must:

+ Be in the final year of the JD or LLB in 
2016.

+ Have a WAM of 65 for university wide 
exchange and 70 for faculty-specific 
exchange. For American universities, you 
will usually require a WAM of 75.

+ Be enrolled full-time at the University 
of Sydney (a minimum of the equivalent 
of 24 credit points per semester) whilst 
on exchange.

+ Be proficient in the language of 
instruction if applying to an institution 
where classes are taught in a language 
other than English.

+ Submit a strong application, 
demonstrating you are a well-rounded 
and adaptable person. 
  
 Financial Assistance and
 Scholarships

Students can defer tuition fee payment 
for some of these courses using HECS-
HELP or FEE-HELP. There are also 
government-funded OS-HELP loans 
available to students going on exchange; 
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+ Singapore, National University of 
Singapore
+ United Kingdom, University of 
Nottingham
+ United States, Cornell University, 
Ithaca, New York
+ United States, University of Texas, Texas
+ United States, University of Virginia, 
Charlottesville
 
 How do I choose an exchange
 destination?

Some of the key factors you might want 
to consider whilst researching your 
exchange destination options include:

+ Whether you study at postgraduate or 
undergraduate level;

+ Personal, academic, recreational and 
other interests;

+ Lifestyle and campus location;

+ Matching your exchange trip to the 
overseas academic year;

+ Competition for exchange places;

+ Cost; and

+ Scholarships and loans.

 How do I apply?

Applications open in June each year to 
go on exchange for either semester the 
following year. You can choose between 
one and five universities.
 
Applications are made through the 
University website and require two 
academic referees (one of whom must 
be from the Law School) and responses 
to questions about why you wish to go on 
exchange and reasons for your choice of 
universities.
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+ The pre-semester introductory 
language course. The best way to meet 
new mates.

+ Get a bike! Join Facebook groups right 
before students from the prior semester 
leave and see if you can get a good deal. 
Most importantly, get a good lock. Bikes 
go missing all the time.
 
+ Get in contact with your mentor.

+ Fredagsbar at Jurahuset.

 Don’t:

+ Let winter get you down. Hygge is at its 
maximum when Copenhagen gets colder 
and darker and most importantly, mulled 
wine is in abundance.
 
+ Let oral exams deter you. This is actually 
something that attracted me to KU. Your 
exams are much less stressful and are 
basically an educated conversation 
between yourself and the Lecturer where 
you can show what you know.
 

Maria Koevska, University of 
Copenhagen

My time at the University of Copenhagen 
(KU) was most definitely the highlight of 
my degree.
 
I chose Copenhagen for a number of 
reasons: I had never been to Northern 
Europe before and friends recommended 
KU and its law faculty very highly. And 
what a great choice it was!
 
The language course held a couple of 
weeks before semester is your best shot 
at meeting the international student 
cohort before classes commence, 
but the KU Law School also organises 
an incredible orientation week for 
international law students and mentors, 
which is where I met some of my closest 
friends. I was also teamed with a mentor 
who was incredibly helpful throughout 
my whole exchange.
 
I stayed at the Bispebjerg College north 
of the trendy Norrebro district, which I 
would pick in a heartbeat again.

Copenhagen is an incredible tourist 
destination and KU is right in the city’s 
heart. From a beautiful university 
campus and the famous Titgen college, 
picturesque Nyhavn, unique Christiania 
and the famous Distortionm Roskilde 
festivals, it has so much ‘hygge’ 
(coziness) it’s hard to leave. It’s also 
very central: Sweden is just 40 minutes 
away by train. Every weekend is a new 
adventure!

 Do:

+ Book accommodation well in advance. 
Colleges like Tietgen are very competitive. 
Ask around about living arrangements 
(studios; shared apartments) and 
locations (Signalhuset is quite far out).
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 Alongside Sydney Law School’s faculty-
specific exchange program, the University 
of Sydney also offers its students, in all 
faculties, a uni versity-wide exchange 
program. This program allows law 
students to study law subjects at other 
universities not available through the 
faculty-specific program.
 
How do I apply?

There are two rounds of applications each 
year: one in May, to go on exchange the 
first semester of the following year; and 
one in October, to go on exchange in the 
second semester of the following year. 
You can choose between one and five 
universities for either faculty-specific or 
university wide exchange.
 
Applications are made through Sydney 
Student and require documentation 
including a Statement of Purpose, two 
academic referees (who are emailed a 
form via the system once you’ve inputted 
their contact details) and a study plan 
for each university in which you choose 
your subjects.
 
Universities with law programs in English 
include:

+ Canada, University of British Columbia
+ Canada, University of Ottawa
+ Canada, University of Toronto
+ China, Tsinghua University
+ Denmark, University of Aarhus
+ Finland, University of Helsinki
+ Germany, University of Cologne
+ Hong Kong, Chinese University of Hong 
Kong
+ Israel, Tel Aviv University
+ Japan, Nagoya University
+ Japan, Waseda University
+ Korea, Seoul National University
+ Korea, Yonsei University
+ New Zealand, University of Auckland
+ Norway, University of Bergen
+ Norway, University of Oslo

+ Sweden, Lund University
+ Sweden, Uppsala University
+ The Netherlands, Leiden University
+ The Netherlands, University of 
Groningen
+ United Kingdom, University of Glasgow
+ United Kingdom, University of Leeds
+ United Kingdom, University 
of Manchester
+ United Kingdom, University of Stirling
 
You may also be eligible to study law 
units at universities in a language other 
than English following a language skills 
test.
 
Universities offering this opportunity include:

+ China, Peking University
+ China, Shanghai Jiao Tong University
+ China, X’ian Jiaotong University
+ China, Zhejiang University
+ France, Sciences Po
+ Israel, The Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem
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benefited greatly from their distinct legal 
backgrounds. 
 

 What were the challenges involved in 
studying abroad?

Not knowing what was expected of me. 
Having been at Sydney University for 
my whole degree, it was a struggle not 
knowing how to use the online portal 
and who to tell if I was unable to make 
a class. However, that lack of familiarity 
was quickly overcome. 
 

 Did you feel that your assessments were 
judged fairly?

Assessment was mostly in exam form. 
It was not open book, as most Sydney 
Law students will be accustomed to. 
However, it was completely transparent 
and marking comments were given on 
request. 
 

 Was exchange a rewarding experience?

It was the best decision I made during 
my time as a law student. I would love 
to move back to the UK. Being away has 
definitely reminded me that there is life 
outside of Phillip St. 
 
I got to live in such a wonderful country 
during a really important time in its 
history. I experienced living abroad, 
studying in a foreign institution and 
mostly, having a really fabulous time. 
 
If you are sitting on the fence about 
exchange, I urge you to go. It is an 
unparalleled experience that you won’t 
regret.

Alexandra Rennie, University of Glasgow
 

 What first motivated you to apply for the 
program?

I went on exchange in the last semester 
of my law degree. I was ready to ease up 
on study and enjoy a diverse range of 
subjects whilst living abroad.
 
I wanted to study in the UK, and the 
uni-wide program had a greater 
number of British options than the 
law faculty-specific program. I chose 
Scotland as I have a particular interest 
in Constitutional Law, and the Scottish 
Independence Referendum was set for 
September 2014, during the time I would 
be away. 
 

 What was the application process like?

Honestly, it was arduous. But in part it 
has to be. You are applying to live abroad 
for a number of months and the match 
between the applicant and the host 
university has to be right. Additionally, it 
has to account for a number of variables. 
Don’t leave it until the last minute!
 

 How would you compare your experiences 
of studying law in Sydney and abroad?

The workload abroad is much less 
strenuous than that at Sydney Law, 
though it does help that the mark 
allocated is pass/fail. I enjoyed studying 
abroad because it gave me a chance to 
pursue subjects that I may not have in 
Sydney, and to really enjoy the experience 
of learning law, rather than working 
towards a certain mark.
 
I was taught by academics from 
throughout Europe, coming from a 
number of different jurisdictions. I really 
enjoyed the diversity of the teachers and 
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Short-Term Offshore Study

Sydney University Law School has 
cooperation agreements with leading 
law schools around the world. As part of 
these agreements, offshore units of study 
offer undergraduate and postgraduate 
students the exciting opportunity to 
undertake study in Asia and Europe. 
These units are taught intensively during 
Summer and Winter breaks.

For information from the Faculty about 
these courses, including application 
procedures, conditions and costs for 
each unit, see: sydney.edu.au/law/about/
international/offshore_opportunities.
shtml. 

Eligible students can defer tuition fee 
payment for some of these courses using 
HECS-HELP or FEE-HELP. Scholarships 
may also be available. See: sydney.edu.
au/law/scholarships/index.shtml for 
more information.

New courses offered in 2016

Details about the following new courses 
will be available from Semester 2, 2015. 

 Principles of Oil and Gas Law:
 Norway

Principles of Oil and Gas Law explores 
the distinctive legal issues presented by 
oil and gas exploration and production 
and examines the legal and regulatory 
responses of oil producing states. The 
course will also address international 
law, taking a comparative/transnational 
approach.
 
 Media Law - Defamation and Privacy:
 Cambridge University, UK

Whilst the tort of defamation is well-
established, the legal protection of 
privacy against invasions by the media 
is a rapidly developing area of law in 
Australia and the United Kingdom. This 
unit will analyse the legal recourse 
plaintiffs may have against intrusive 
media outlets. 
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Philosophy of Law: Humboldt University 
(Berlin)

What is the program?

The objective of this unit is to provide 
a critical understanding of the 
fundamental principles of legal theory 
and philosophy of law. In particular, the 
unit will discuss the concept of law, the 
notions of obligation, authority, and 
legitimacy of law; the main theories of 
legal interpretation; and the special role 
of the concept of "rights" in legal theory.

The course also provides a rare 
opportunity to learn from some of the 
world’s leading legal academics and 
practitioners. Humboldt is also one of 
Germany’s oldest universities and is 
conveniently located in central Berlin, 
providing ample sightseeing and travel 
opportunities.

Students who complete Philosophy of Law 
will fulfil the compulsory jurisprudence 
requirement of the LLB/JD.

Who can apply?

Students enrolled in a Bachelor of Laws, 
Juris Doctor or other postgraduate law 
program may be eligible for this course. 

Am I eligible?

Students must be eligible to undertake 
elective units in the year in which they are 
enrolling to study this unit. JD applicants 
must have completed the first year of a 
JD program and must ensure they have 
made satisfactory progress in their core 
units to be eligible to enrol (usually 
a minimum of 72 credit points at the 
commencement of the program).
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Interpreting Commercial Contracts: 
Cambridge University (UK)
 
What is the program?

A subject of perennial interest and 
importance to all practising lawyers, 
Interpreting Commercial Contracts is 
an intensive elective unit taught over 
five days at Cambridge University in July 
2016.

Over the last twenty years, the common 
law has seen an explosion in the number 
of cases on contractual interpretation, 
and a corresponding increase in its 
academic discussion. This course will 
critically discuss those developments, 
with a view to trying to establish the 
principles by which the courts do – and 
should – interpret contracts.
 
Who can apply?

This course may be undertaken as 
part of a postgraduate program or as a 
continuing professional development 
(CPD) unit for lawyers. 

Am I eligible?

Juris Doctor applicants may be eligible 
if they have completed the first year 
of a JD program and must ensure they 
have made satisfactory progress in their 
core units to be eligible to enrol (usually 
a minimum of 72 credit points at the 
commencement of the program).
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The idea of studying abroad had 
always appealed to me, but seemed 
slightly out of reach. I’d wanted to do 
exchange in Berlin - but leaving my job, 
my family and my friends for an entire 
semester just didn’t seem feasible. 
When I found out that my preferred 
Jurisprudence unit (‘Philosophy of 
Law’) was only offered in Berlin, via the 
Sydney Law School in Europe program, 
I thought it was the perfect overseas 
opportunity. The program offers units 
of study in intensive mode, allowing 
LLB, JD and postgraduate students to 
immerse themselves in a unit over a 
matter of days or weeks. It’s a unique 
and flexible way for students to catch 
up, get ahead or lighten their study 
load whilst overseas– without all of the 
commitments that exchange entails.

This year, the Philosophy of Law unit is 
being taught at Humboldt University, 
in Berlin, over 8 days during the 
winter break. Although all classes are 
held within this historic university, 
the unit is ultimately run by Sydney 
Law School, making for a simple and 
familiar process. There was only one 
application form, and no additional 
documentation was required. We 
are given the flexibility to book our 
own accommodation, and the fact 
that the unit runs over such a short 
period means that we will have the 
remainder of the month to pursue our 
own travel plans. For some, Sydney 
Law School in Europe may provide the 
perfect experience of studying abroad; 
for others, it may inspire further 
plans, and become a prelude to a full 
semester overseas. — Carly McKenna

also appealed, of course. I ended up 
going to Paris with some friends from 
the course and then Germany. It’s not 
often you can say that a law elective 
led you on such a great journey. 
 

 What do you see as the advantages of 
completing the unit?
The class size is smaller and you can 
really engage in some one-on-one 
learning with your lecturers. Moreover, 
some of the classes are taught by 
lecturers from Cambridge who are 
incredibly bright to say the least. It’s 
also very useful in second semester to 
have a lighter course load! 
 

What were the challenges involved?
It’s expensive. You need to factor in 
flights, accommodation and other 
expenses if you’d like to travel 
afterwards. But it’s so rewarding. The 
lecture topics are varied and you even 
have an opportunity to moot.
 

 Has your experience on exchange 
informed your career path?
It’s a fantastic experience. It was during 
this course that I was introduced to 
medical law which led me to enrol in 
the medical law elective in second 
semester.

And funnily enough, I actually now work 
for one of our lecturers from the unit 
so you never know where the course 
could lead you! It was also refreshing 
to discover that English law isn’t that 
different to Australian law; you could 
transfer your degree overseas if you 
really wanted to.  — Laura Precup

 What first motivated you to apply?
I wanted to improve my first-year 
Contracts grade, which I wasn’t happy 
with. I worked hard during this course 
and now can joke in interviews that 
I’m really more on top of advanced 
contract law! 
 
Going travelling throughout Europe 



80

Plain English in Legal Writing: Cambridge 
University (UK)
  
What is the program?

Taught over five days at Cambridge 
University, the unit considers in detail 
the role of plain English in modern legal 
writing, with particular emphasis on 
contract drafting, property documents, 
statutes, and advice writing. It traverses 
the research into the advantages and 
disadvantages of plain English, and 
examines the techniques for writing law 
in plain English.This unit also examines 
why lawyers have been reluctant to 
depart from "traditional" styles of legal 
writing over time. 
 
Topics covered include the assumptions 
behind using plain English in law; the 
difficulties caused by terms of art and 
judicially-defined words and phrases; the 
causes of ambiguities in legal writing; 
and aspects of document design. The 
unit is convened, taught and examined 
by Emeritus Professor Peter Butt, who 
is a professor of law with almost 30 
years’ experience of teaching and legal 
practice. In 2009, Peter was awarded a 
Lifetime Achievement Award by the Plain 
Language International Network (PLAIN) 
for his pioneering efforts in plain legal 
language.
 
Who can apply?

Students enrolled in a Juris Doctor or 
other postgraduate law courses may be 
eligible for enrolment.

Am I eligible?

JD applicants must have completed 
the first year of a JD program and must 
ensure they have made satisfactory 
progress in their core units to be eligible 
to enrol (usually a minimum of 72 credit 
points at the commencement of the 
program).
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Having never been on exchange, I 
was keen to have an international 
experience before I graduated. The 
intensive Cambridge courses are 
cheap, relative to full-semester 
exchange programmes, and are taught 
in what is obviously an incredible 
environment.
 
Apart from the eligibility criteria, you 
simply need to apply early to get into 
the course. It’s like enrolling in any 
competitive unit: first in, best dressed. 
Contrary to popular belief, you don’t 
need a certain WAM to land a spot.
 
When you apply, you are required to 
pay a fee (which is refundable if you 
don’t secure a spot) which covers your 
accommodation for the duration of 
classes, as well as two meals a day and 
in-class resources. The fee amount 
varies depending on what kind of room 
you want, but in our year was between 
$1,100 and $1,350.
 
Classes go for five full days. They were 
intense but enjoyable. With 3-4 lectures 
by different speakers crammed into 
each day, it’s a bit overwhelming but 
the variation keeps it interesting. 
Overall, it was a brilliant experience
. 
— Al Stephenson (Completed another 
offshore unit at Cambridge: Advanced 
Obligations & Remedies)

more like a study tour/extended 
school camp but for uni students. We 
were encouraged to use our spare time 
to explore areas like Bhaktaphur. After 
the course, I stayed on for another 
three weeks doing a bit of travel and 
volunteering with a local education 
NGO writing reports to donors. These 
three weeks were a great hands-on 
application of what I learnt on course.
 

 What were the challenges involved?
It’s a developing country. There were 
strikes, congestion is a real problem, 
disorganisation was not uncommon. 
Don’t expect all your usual luxuries. 
Even if you find a power plug for your 
laptop, don’t expect electricity to be on 
24/7. Nepal is the 157th poorest country 
according to the World Bank.
 

 How has your experience on exchange 
informed your career path?
The study experience did enlighten 
me to struggles that human rights 
and development practice faces. It 
made me more knowledgeable and 
passionate for Nepal. But the course’s 
emphasis is on canvassing issues and 
introducing academic debates. The 
site visits to various organisations 
do allow you to engage and network 
with organisations such as UNHCR, 
Lumanti, UN Women and The Asia 
Foundation. One past participant 
scored an internship at UNICEF 
through connections made during this 
program.

— Angela Chen

  What first motivated you to apply for 
the program?
I’m interested in Human Rights and 
Development and a career in the area. 
The HFS is a unique study opportunity 
where you are able to engage with 
like-minded students and exceptional 
teaching staff. Also, it’s a great way to 
travel by learning about a country in-
depth whilst getting one subject done.
 

 How would you compare studying law 
in Sydney to abroad?
HFS is so unique in the way it links 
course content with the reality. One 
day we’d learn about the struggles 
of federalism, the next day we’d be 
walking through a strike downtown 
where thousands of people were 
protesting for recognition of their 
rights on the eve of the deadline for 
the new constitution. It reminds you 
that law does not exist in a vacuum 
and that the lives around us are deeply 
affected by what we are learning.
 
HFS is not like other exchanges, it’s 

Himalayan Field School: Kathmandu School 
of Law (Nepal)
 
What is the program?

Development and Human Rights is an 
intensive two and a half week elective 
unit, convened in Melamchi and at the 
Kathman du School of Law in Nepal. The 
program offers rare insights into the 
practicalities of interna tional law and its 
pervasive influence upon human rights 

in the developing world.

Who can apply?

Students enrolled in a Bachelor of Laws, 
Juris Doctor or other postgraduate law 
program may be eligible for this course. 

Am I eligible?

The Kathmandu School of Law in Nepal 
accepts twenty students each year. 
Students who have completed the 
equivalent of one-year full-time of the 
JD program are eligible to apply, as 
are students who have completed the 
equivalent of three-years full-time of 
the LLB program, if they have completed 
all required units to that stage in their 
degree.

 HFS was the best experience of my 
law degree to date, and I’m confident 
in saying that this sentiment is shared 
amongst most of the participants. 
The ability to see in action the human 
rights and development issues that 
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other hand, committing three weeks 
to a single subject lets you immerse 
yourself and not distracted by having 
to study for another three different 
subjects.
 
When the course was first started, 
it was feasible to study most of the 
Chinese legal system in this short 
period of time. But the past twenty 
years has seen rapid development in 
Chinese law and now this is practically 
impossible. Each day we studied a 
single area of law. The short nature 
of the course meant that some 
subjects had to be left out and I was 
very disappointed that we did not 
study Chinese Environmental law, 
particularly given the new law that 
began operating in January 2015.

— Kate McCallum

distinguished Chinese professors at 
the East China University of Politics 
and Law.
 
Studying overseas with foreign 
professors shares with you new 
perspectives and gives you a different 
appreciation for your studies back 
in Sydney. It also gives you the 
opportunity to fit some travel into 
your holidays while gaining academic 
credits.
 

 What were the challenges involved in 
studying abroad?
There are plenty of challenges in 
adapting to the new environment, 
particularly when it came to air 
pollution, food, and traffic. But 
Shanghai is a very international city 
and you can find almost anything 
there. There are also several western 
hospitals providing for the large 
community of ex-pats.
 

 Did you feel that your assessments 
were judged fairly?
The assessment for the course was 
a closed book two hour exam, which 
I believe didn’t allow us to properly 
demonstrate what we had learnt. The 
exam was held after two and a half 
weeks of classes and two days of 
individual study. I believe that a take-
home exam, or better a research essay 
would have been a fairer and more 
fruitful assessment.
 

 How did you find the timing of the 
program? Do you feel the amount of content 
was appropriate for the time frame?
The course in China is intensive, 
and therefore your study is more 
concentrated and there are limitations 
on how much can be covered. On the 

Shanghai Winter School: East China 
University of Political Science and Law 
(China)
 
What is the course? 

The Shanghai Winter School is an 
intensive three-week introduction to 
Chinese Law and provides an opportunity 
to study the Chinese legal system and 
to encourage independent research 
into specific areas of Chinese law. The 
unit constructs an overall picture of the 
modern Chinese legal system, tracing its 
role through major social epochs and the 

we were studying was invaluable, 
and breached the divide that I have 
often been plagued with in law school, 
between theory and practice.
 
Apart from lectures, we also had site 
visits to key players in the field, such 
as the International Red Cross, the 
UNHCR and the National Human Rights 
Commission. Nepal is not ‘perfect’ – it’s 
a developing country grappling with 
the aftermath of a civil war and now 
horrific environmental stresses, so 
please do not expect a lot in terms of 
‘creature comforts’ - think somewhat 
monotonous food and few showers 
that may very probably be cold!
 
Personally, I found this added to our 
experience, but I understand that 
this is not everyone’s cup of tea. 
Additionally, the actual course was 
incredibly gruelling, with very little 
time off, but this should not deter 
anyone from applying - it is just a 
point to note so you know what you’re 
signing yourself up to!
 
I highly recommend this course, 
especially for those with a genuine 
interest in utilising their law degrees 
in the human rights and development 
field. — Stephanie Fang

role of law in a socialist market economy.
Topics include Chinese legal history; 
Constitutional law; Criminal law and 
procedure; Contract law; Financial law; 
Foreign trade law; Intellectual property 
law and Environmental law.
 
Lectures are given in English. Students 
are provided with copies of English 
translations of relevant legislation and 
a selection of readings to complement 
the lectures. Lecturers will also issue 
additional materials to students in 
Shanghai.
 
Who can apply?

Students enrolled in a Bachelor of Laws, 
Juris Doctor or other postgraduate law 
program may be eligible for enrolment in 
this course. 

Am I eligible?

Undergraduates must have completed 
the equivalent of three-years full-time 
of the LLB program to be eligible to 
apply, provided they have completed 
all required units to that stage in their 
degree.
 
Juris Doctor students must have 
completed the equivalent of one-year 
full-time of the JD program to be eligible, 
although those students who have 
completed LAWS6857 Introduction to 
Chinese Law are ineligible for enrolment 
in this course.

  What first motivated you to apply for 
the program? 
I’m interested in China and hope 
to work there in the future. I’m also 
interested in Chinese law and plan to 
complete my honours thesis on their 
new 2015 environmental law. This 
course allowed me to travel to and 
around China while being taught by 

The Kyoto and Tokyo Offshore Seminar 
Program: Ritsumeikan University School of 
Law (Japan)
 
What is the course?

The Kyoto and Tokyo seminars offer a 
unique opportunity to study Japanese 
law on an intensive basis in its global 
and socio-economic context. The 
program aims to develop the general 
skills of comparative lawyers, and 
to effectively and critically assess 
contemporary developments in one of 
the world’s wealthiest democracies. It is 
jointly organised by Sydney Law School 
and Ritsumeikan University School of 
Law in collaboration with the Australian 
Network for Japanese Law. The Kyoto and 
Tokyo seminar program may also offer 
cred its towards postgraduate studies 
provided by Sydney Law School.
 
Classes are taught in English on an 
intensive basis across two weeks. The 
Kyoto Seminar is held at Ritsumeikan 
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University Law School in Kyoto, 
introducing the way in which law 
operates throughout Japanese society. 
The Tokyo Seminar is held at the 
Ritsumeikan University campus in Tokyo 
and examines business law topics in 
socio-economic context in more detail. 
The program also includes field trips to 
various legal institutions.
 
Who can apply?

Students enrolled in a Bachelor of Laws, 
Juris Doctor or other postgraduate law 
program may be eligible for this course. 

Am I eligible?

The unit is available to undergraduate law 
students who have completed at least 
third year Combined Law. Juris Doctor 
students who must have completed the 
first year of a JD program are also eligible. 
Twenty-five students are accepted each 
year.

a discrete list, is due at the end of 
semester upon students’ return to 
Australia. We thought this was equally 
generous, as we had time to enjoy the 
rest of our trip in Japan. 
— Tom Farmakis

The obvious attraction of the unit is 
that it is taught in Japan. The course 
allowed ample time for travel around 
Japan. Class ran for two weeks, Monday 
to Thursday, from 9am to 3pm, leaving 
the afternoons and weekends free.
 
The course presents an opportunity 
to make new friends in Japan. As 
for the content of the course, think 
of ‘foundies’, but in the context of 
Japanese law. 

We found the assessment regime 
very attractive. Two reflective notes, 
worth 10% each, are due immediately 
before and just after the course ends 
in February. These notes were general 
expositions on a subject of interest 
in Japanese law, were sub-850 words 
each and generally quite easy. A final 
essay worth 80%, 4,000 words, on a 
topic of the student’s choice from 

South East Asia Field School: Universitas 
Gadjah Mada (Yogakarta) and Head Office 
of Zaid Ibrahim & Co (Kuala Lumpur)
  
What is the course?

The Southeast Asia Field School is an 
intensive two-week course, taught in 
English, during which time students will 
spend one week in each of two Southeast 
Asian countries: in 2015 the course was 
held in Indonesia and Malaysia.
 
The aim of the course is to provide 
students with an introduction to 
the legal systems of both countries, 
with emphasis on features of those 
systems that differ from common-law 
legal systems. In addition to studying 
Indonesian and Malaysian law, students 
examined the important cultural, 
economic and religious settings in which 
the law operates.
 
Aside from providing fantastic travel 
opportunities, the South East Asia 
Field School offers cred its towards 
postgraduate studies provided by 
Sydney Law School, as does the Shanghai 
Winter School and the Kyoto and Tokyo 
seminar program. The Law School also 
offers a limited number of scholarships 
to undertake the course and complete 
language training, which are funded by 
the Australian Government.  
 
Who can apply?

Students enrolled in a Bachelor of Laws, 
Juris Doctor or other postgraduate law 
program may be eligible for this course. 

Am I eligible?

The unit is available to undergraduate 
law who have completed at least third 
year Combined Law. University of Sydney 
Combined Law students who have 
completed all the requirements of their 
first degree by the end of semester one, 
including all law units of study, are 
eligible for this program. Juris Doctor 
students who have completed the first 
year of a JD program are also eligible.

  What do you see as the advantages of 
completing the unit?
The advantages are the ability to gain a 
broad insight into the legal systems of 
two countries that play an important 
role in our region. The opportunity to be 
taught by Indonesian and Malaysian 
legal experts and to undertake the 
types of field trips that were on offer 
was also very worthwhile.
 
The field trips were amazing: we 
observed court procedures and 
engaged in Q&A forums with judicial 
officers; visited local gaols; and 
visited significant cultural/religious 
monuments such as Borobudur.
 

 What were the challenges involved in 
studying abroad?
Organisation is key when studying 
abroad. Sonya Chater and the unit of 
study coordinators go to great length 
to ensure that the course is well 
organised in terms of the lectures, 
field trips and transportation running 
smoothly. However, students must 
ensure that they organise flights, 
travel insurance, visas, and so on in 
advance.
 

 How has your experience on exchange 
informed your career path?

Although I intend on practising 
principally in Australia, it’s often 
said that lawyers are required to be 
increasingly capable of working on 
cross-border matters and deals. This 
program provided students with the 
experience to adapt to new cultures 
and legal systems within a relatively 
short period of time, which will prove 
useful in future practice.
— Jeremy Leith
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Sydney Centre for International Law (SCIL)

About the Sydney Centre for International 
Law:

International law is at the forefront of 
many contemporary legal issues and the 
Sydney Centre for International Law is 
ideal for students who wish to practice 
of undertake research in this field. 
SCIL functions to provide insight into 
international legal research and policy 
throughout both Australia and the Asia-
Pacific region. Specific areas of focus 
include human rights, international 
dispute resolution and private 
international law.

Duties

Interns assist in a number of areas, 
primarily working alongside leading 
scholars and experts both of, and 
external to, the Law Faculty. Prominently, 
the position will involve assisting 
international legal research, drafting 
legal opinions, policy submissions 
to parliamentary committees or law 
reform bodies, hosting public seminars, 
and the production of the Australian 
International Law Journal.

Desirable Qualities:

+ Completion of undergraduate or JD 
compulsory unit Public International 
Law.
+ Strong overall academic record.
+ Demonstrated interest in international 
affairs or foreign policy.

Positions Available:
Two positions are offered per semester, 
working one or two days a week.

How to Apply:

Visit sydney.edu.au/law/scil/for_
students/#internships for information. 
Applications close early July each year. 

 What motivated you to participate in 
the program? 
My reasons were myriad. I loved the 
subject Public International Law and 
thought that the internship would be 
the perfect way to pursue that interest. 
I am also considering applying for 
UN internships in the future and 
suspected this might be a good 
preliminary step toward that goal.

 Are the skills acquired through SCIL 
transferrable to the law degree?
Absolutely. The internship is a 
master class for legal research and 
legal writing. Interns assist with 
ongoing research projects and the 
compilation of the Australian Year 
Book of International Law. You learn to 
produce work of a professional, even 
publishable, quality and wherever you 
contribute to a piece of work you get 
publication credit for it.

 How would you describe working with 
the academic staff?
It’s undoubtedly a reward of the 
program. Our mentor, Dr. Alison Pert, 
is very knowledgeable, generous with 
her time, and concerned with ensuring 
that we get varied and interesting 
work. Issues that could take a student 
an hour to resolve Dr. Pert can dispatch 
in two minutes. She encouraged us to 
pursue our particular interests and 
helped us find additional publication 
opportunities.

 What kind of person would suit this 
program?
You must have completed the public 
international law unit and have a 
passion for all things international 
law! It would suit you if you’d like to 

study the subject further, explore 
what career options might lie in the 
area or to get a piece of legal writing 
published.

— Nicola Alroe
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Sydney Institute of Criminology Internship

About the Sydney Institute of Criminology:

The Sydney Institute of Criminology 
provides a multidisciplinary, critical 
approach to criminology, criminal law and 
criminal justice throughout New South 
Wales and Australia. The organisation 
functions as a research network that 
complements state and national needs 
in both the public and private sector. 
Amongst many publications, the 
Institute produces Current Issues in 
Criminal Justice, an international journal 
that serves as a key forum for academic 
debate.

Duties

Tasks include assisting with literature 
reviews, book promotion, the preparation 
of ethics applications, and research on 
measuring access to justice of victims. 
Maintaining strict confidentiality, the 
student will liaise with professional 
researchers and work closely with faculty 
staff members.

Desirable Qualities:
+ Capacity to work independently and as 
part of a team.
+ Experience in undertaking research and 
presenting that research with effective 
communication skills.
+ Interest in a current project of the 
Institute.

Positions Available:

One pro bono internship per semester, 
working a full day each week (or 

equivalent by agreement) for the duration 
of one semester (10 weeks). Alternatively, 
a student may apply for admission 
through intensive mode during winter or 
summer break.

How to Apply:

See sydney.edu.au/law/criminology/
study_criminology/IC_intern.pdf for 
information. For the summer break 2015-
2016, applications close 10 November 
2015.

 How did you come to be involved in 
the Institute of Criminology?
I came to be involved in the Institute 
of Criminology after I saw one of 
those mass emails that Sydney Law 
School sends out to all law students. 
On a whim, I applied.

 Are the skills acquired with this work 
transferrable to the law degree?
I would say that they are. You get the 
opportunity to work with criminal law 
academics on papers that they are 
writing. This would help your research 
and essay-writing skills. When I 
worked there, I helped to organise 
and participate in a conference where 
academics from all around Australia 
shared and talked about their papers.

 What is most challenging?
I found that the workload was very 
reasonable. The biggest challenge is 
the daunting prospect of contributing 
to something that people are working 
on, especially as they know a lot 
more about the subject than you do. 
However, the people you work with are 
very friendly and supportive so there 
isn’t much to worry about.
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informative) Yes/No case, as we 
did in relation to the aborted local 
government recognition referendum.
 

 What are some common mistakes that 
students make in their applications?
The biggest mistake is to send in 
an application written for someone 
else: for example, one that says how 
passionate they are about corporate 
law and how they really want to work 
in X’s firm. If you can’t be bothered 
to check that a previous application 
is appropriate to the position you are 
applying for, the employer is not going 
to be bothered to choose you.  On the 
whole, it is also best to avoid confected 
‘passion’.  In any application, being 
genuine rather than fake is really 
important.

 Selection criteria often includes a 
"demonstrated interest" in a particular 
area. How does an applicant best 
"demonstrate interest"?
We look at what the applicant has 
done - eg whether they have published 
articles in a particular area, or done 
volunteer work or participated as a 
member of a relevant organisation.  
We look at the sort of subjects that 
the applicant has chosen at university 
- not just in their law degree but also 
in their other degree.  For example, for 
constitutional law, having a degree in 
politics is helpful.

 How do applicants differentiate 
themselves in the area of legal research?
A lot of the differentiation rides on 
marks.  However, it may also arise 
through work experience (eg: having 
worked for a legal publisher or as a 
research assistant to an academic) 
or through publication (eg: having 
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published articles on relevant issues 
for student newspapers or journals 
or for the general media or current 
affairs journals).

 What kind of person would this 
program suit?
This program would suit someone 
who is interested in criminal law and 
who might be interested in academia 
down the track...which should be all 
lawyers, in my opinion! The Institute 
of Criminology gives you a great 
opportunity to get a taste of academic 
life and to get to know some of the 
people working in the area.

— Isaac Morrison

+ Strong academic record and high 
quality writing skills.

Positions Available:

One to two unpaid internship 
opportunities per semester, working 
one day a week for the duration of the 
semester.

How to Apply:

Visit sydney.edu.au/law/cru/
information_students.shtml for more 
information. Applications, with full 
curriculum vitae and academic record, 
may be sent be email to the Unit Director, 
Professor Anne Twomey.

Constitutional Reform Unit (CRU)

About the Constitutional Reform Unit:

The Constitutional Reform Unit is a 
non-partisan body that informs public 
debate regarding Constitutional 
reform proposals at both State and 
Commonwealth levels. It provides 
objective research and publishes reports 
which consider the nature, history and 
options of various reforms

Duties

Reporting to the CRU’s director Professor 
Anne Twomey or Deputy Director Professor 
Helen Irving, an intern will be required 
to assist in areas of research, event 
organisation and drafting submissions 
to parliamentary committees. 

Desirable Qualities:

+ Completion of units of study Public Law 
and Federal Constitutional Law.
+ Demonstrated interest in public law, 
constitutional law or comparative 
constitutional law.
+ Preference may be given to students 
towards the end of their degree who will 
not have the future opportunity to apply 
to be an intern.

Centre for Asian and Pacific Law (CAPLUS)

About the Centre for Asian and Pacific Law 
(CAPLUS):

CAPLUS researches, and educates, about 
the law and legal system of diverse 
jurisdictions across Asia and the Pacific. 
With a particular focus on China, Japan, 
Indonesia and Malaysia, areas of study 
include customary law, commercial 
law, human rights and Islamic law. 
Furthermore, the Centre for Asian and 
Pacific Law hosts an extensive number 
of seminars and events.
Duties

An internship with CAPLUS will provide a 
student with the opportunity to assist in 
legal research, host public seminars and 
conferences, draft policy submissions 
and organise offshore academic 
programs.

Desirable Qualities:

+ Strong academic record
+ Preference to those with a demonstrated 
interest in Chinese, Japanese, Malaysian 
or Indonesian law (although those with 
interest in other jurisdictions in Asia are 
also encouraged to apply).

Positions Available:

Two internships per semester for one day 
(or equivalent) a week throughout the 
whole semester.

How to Apply:
See sydney.edu.au/law/caplus/
information_students.shtml for more 
information. Applications close early 
March each year.

Employer Perspective: Professor Anne 
Twomey

 What will be the primary activities for 
those undertaking an internship with the 
CRU?

CRU interns do three main things.  
Their primary task is to undertake 
a research project in the area of 
constitutional reform, with their 
findings published (in a shorter 
form) on the CRU blog.  They may also 
choose to publish the larger paper in 
a journal.  Secondly, they are involved 
in copy-typing and editing a pre-1920 
manuscript of a Sydney University 
Professor of Constitutional Law, so 
that CRU can eventually publish it 
as an historic work of constitutional 
importance.  Thirdly, they help with 
any CRU activities, such as preparing 
submissions to parliamentary 
committees or organising events.  If 
there is an upcoming referendum, they 
help with preparing public information 
material, such as an alternative 
(and hopefully more objective and 
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The Law School can be a challenging 
place to navigate, whether as a first year 
tackling your first case note assignment, 
or as a penultimate year student 
choosing electives. In the hope of easing 
some of the pressures associated 
with your studies, I am very pleased to 
present the 2015 SULS Education Guide. 

This Guide contains a wealth of 
information, ranging from academic 
support services and academic policy 
to study advice and student reviews 
of the diverse range of subjects 
available. While this information is 
not a definitive authority on these 
matters, I hope that it serves as a useful 
accompaniment to the information 
provided by the Faculty and assists you 
in making the most of the educational 
opportunities offered by the Law School. 
 
My thanks go to all who contributed 
to this edition of the Guide, in 
particular, Hope Williams, SULS’ 
Vice-President (Education), and 
Luca Moretti, the Editor-in-Chief, for 
your tireless dedication and effort.

Luca Moretti
Editor in Chief
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Depending upon the needs of the 
Organization and the interests of the 
applicants, legal interns will work closely 
with lawyers in one or more of these 
branches to address the diverse and 
challenging legal issues confronted by 
a large international organization with 
field operations across the globe. 
 
 Particular Requirements  
     
Education: Law student with proven 
interest in international law. 

Language:

 + Essential: working knowledge
 (proficiency) of English;
 + Desirable: intermediate
 knowledge of another official WFP
 language, for example: Arabic,
 French, Portuguese, Spanish,
 Chinese, Russian.

Please see WFP website for general 
information and eligibility criteria: wfp.
org/about/vacancies/internship.

For further information, please 
visit: sydney.edu.au/law/scil/
d o c u m e n t s / 2 0 1 1 / U N - W F P _
Internship%20Opportunities.pdf.

World Food Program, Legal Office
Rome, Italy
     
The World Food Programme (WFP) 
is the world’s largest humanitarian 
organisation and the United Nations’ 
frontline agency in the fight against 
global hunger. The core policies and 
strategies that govern WFP activities 
are to provide food aid to save lives in 
refugee and other emergency situations; 
to improve the nutrition and quality of life 
of the most vulnerable people at critical 
times in their lives; and to help build 
assets and promote the self-reliance of 
poor people and communities.
     
 The Legal Office   
 
Reporting directly to the Executive 
Director, WFP Legal Office is charged 
with providing solution- oriented, timely 
and high-quality legal advice to the 
Secretariat and the Executive Board of 
WFP. To that end, the work of the Legal 
Office includes: ensuring compliance 
of proposed WFP activities with the 
internal law of the organization, as well 
as applicable international law and 
contractual obligations; ensuring that 
WFP’s rights and assets are protected 
by appropriate legal safeguards; and 
representing WFP in litigation and 
dispute resolution. This work is carried 
out by a multicultural team of lawyers 
and staff with diverse educational and 
professional backgrounds.

 Internship Opportunity   
 
The Legal Office is providing an 
opportunity for eligible law students 
to undertake an internship at WFP 
Headquarters in Rome, Italy. The Office 
is divided among three branches: 
Administrative & Employment Law;  
Contractual and Constitutional Law; 
Maritime, Transport & Insurance Law. 
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fellow interns and young consultants 
from every corner of the globe, with an 
endless circuit of social lunches, evening 
aperitivos and weekend trips. It’s 
basically like exchange, but looks better 
on your CV and pays you a stipend.
 
And of course, it goes without saying 
that living in Rome is fantastic. The WFP 
is pretty much the only place where you 
can draft contracts for the Philippine 
government by day, and drink Aperol 
spritzes on the Tiber, go to concerts at the 
Baths of Caracalla, and eat your weight in 
mozzarella di bufala by night.
 
The past six months I’ve spent at the 
WFP have afforded me a truly fantastic 
professional and cultural opportunity. 
But don’t ignore the many other UN 
agencies, or other global offices of 
the WFP, stationed elsewhere around 
the world. I would strongly encourage 
any student with even a passing 
interest in international, humanitarian, 
development or even commercial law to 
just find an email address and apply to 
a UN agency or program – there are so 
many unadvertised opportunities that 
offer law students an incredible insight 
into legal practice and an unusual and 
exciting start to a legal career.
       
 

Lucy Bradshaw, WFP

I’m not joking when I say I probably learnt 
more about law while interning at the WFP 
than I had during the previous five years 
of my legal studies. Although I initially 
applied for a position at the world’s largest 
humanitarian organisation in order to 
learn more about international law, I 
quickly realised the brief was far broader 
than I had expected. As an intern at the 
WFP’s Legal Office, I worked on corporate 
contracts and financial deals as well as 
treaties, diplomatic correspondence and 
international arbitrations.
 
Though drafting contracts might sound 
dull in theory, I quickly realised that, 
unlike at a domestic commercial firm, 
drafting procurement or financial 
contracts for the WFP carries meaning 
that actually seems tangible: you’re 
responsible for allowing for Syrian 
refugees to receive millions of dollars 
in lifesaving aid, for infrastructure to be 
transported to earthquake-devastated 
Nepal, or for the establishment of a new 
school meals program in Ethiopia.
 
Interns are given a huge amount of 
responsibility, and from my first week I 
was managing matters independently, 
drafting letters to foreign governments, 
and leading meetings with clients, 
country offices and companies. And while 
it’s not something any intern should 
count on, there’s also the possibility 
of employment: after four months as 
an intern, I was offered a permanent 
position with the Legal Office, allowing 
an invaluable point of entry into the near-
impenetrable UN system.
 
As great as these professional 
experiences are, you also can’t 
ignore the social benefits of working 
for an international organisation 
headquartered in Rome. At the World 
Food Program, you’re surrounded by 

Student Perspective / Other Internships /
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The Law School can be a challenging 
place to navigate, whether as a first year 
tackling your first case note assignment, 
or as a penultimate year student 
choosing electives. In the hope of easing 
some of the pressures associated 
with your studies, I am very pleased to 
present the 2015 SULS Education Guide. 

This Guide contains a wealth of 
information, ranging from academic 
support services and academic policy 
to study advice and student reviews 
of the diverse range of subjects 
available. While this information is 
not a definitive authority on these 
matters, I hope that it serves as a useful 
accompaniment to the information 
provided by the Faculty and assists you 
in making the most of the educational 
opportunities offered by the Law School. 
 
My thanks go to all who contributed 
to this edition of the Guide, in 
particular, Hope Williams, SULS’ 
Vice-President (Education), and 
Luca Moretti, the Editor-in-Chief, for 
your tireless dedication and effort.

Alice Zhou
SULS President
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+ Effective written and verbal 
communication skills
+ Ability to speak a relevant community 
language, such as Arabic, Farsi, Mandarin, 
Indonesian and Russian.

Positions Available

RLC accepts volunteer legal assistants 
in two intakes per year. Volunteer Legal 
Assistants work one four-hour shift per 
week for a minimum of twelve months. 
Shifts are Monday to Thursday 9am-1pm 
or 2pm-6pm or Friday 9am-1pm or 2pm-
5pm. Alternately, PLT students should be 
available two to three days per week. 

How to Apply

See rlc.org.au/how-apply-volunteer-
legal-assistant for more information.

Both on and off campus, there is 
ample opportunity to extend one’s 
legal experience through volunteering. 
Internally, these include through 
Compass (such as the Compass 
Regional Schools Visit and Compass 
Days) and the Sydney Law School Social 
Justice Program. What follows are some 
examples of external programs that have 
been participated in by students.

Redfern Legal Centre (RLC)

About the Redfern Legal Centre

The RLC is a key provider of affordable 
legal services for disadvantaged and 
marginalised people. Areas of speciality, 
amongst others, include domestic 
violence, consumer complaints, 
government accountability and 
discrimination and human rights. 
General advice is also provided to people 
with disabilities, Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people, as well as to those 
from culturally and linguistically diverse 
backgrounds. 
 
Duties and Educational Focus

As a volunteer or Practical Legal Training 
(PLT) student, the RLC will facilitate 
insight into legal service provision, legal 
reform to reduce inequalities in the 
law, legal education and organisational 
resourcing. Moreover, the role will 
include assisting with policy and funding 
submission whilst maintaining a strong 
understanding of ethical practice issues 
affecting community legal centres.

Desirable Qualities

+ Completion of at least two years of a 
combined undergraduate law degree, 
one year of a graduate degree, or relevant 
experience.
+ Demonstrated understanding of and 
commitment to social justice

Volunteering at RLC is a humbling 
experience but also immensely 
rewarding. During my weekly four-
hour shift, I am constantly reminded 
of the effects of the law on ordinary 
people and the myriad of ways in 
which vulnerable members of the 
community can become entangled 
in the system. It makes the role of 
Community Legal Centres, such as 
the RLC, all the more important in 
providing open and accessible justice 
to everyone. My role there as a legal 
assistant involves answering calls 
from potential clients, assessing 
whether they are eligible for legal 
assistance, research, and general 
administration. The role is varied 
and interesting. A group of us are 
rostered at the same time so there 
is a nice team dynamic at the Centre. 
I definitely encourage people to 
apply as part of the annual intake of 
volunteers in January and July.
— Winnie Liu
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Shopfront Youth Legal Centre  (SYLC)

About the Shopfront Youth Legal Centre

A joint project of Herbert Smith Freehills, 
Mission Australia and the Salvation 
Army, SYLC was formed to provide legal 
services to homeless and disadvantaged 
young people aged below 25. It also 
has the capacity to provide referrals to 
services for accommodation, health, 
alcohol and other drug services, financial 
assistance, and specialised counselling. 

Duties and Educational Focus

Work will include taking referrals from 
potential clients, legal research, drafting 
and filing court documents, analysing 
evidence and preparing submissions

The role of volunteer legal assistant 
is both rewarding and educational. 
Community Legal Centres serve a vital 
purpose within the local community 
in working towards access to justice 
for vulnerable members of society. As 
a legal assistant, I’m predominantly 
involved in client interviewing, 
casework file maintenance and 
interaction with the public. This has 
given me an eye-opening glimpse as 
to how the law interacts with people on 
an everyday basis and a more human 
perspective to the law studied at 
university. It’s a fantastic opportunity 
to give my time to a worthwhile 
cause while also enhancing basic 
legal skills and familiarity with 
the law. Additionally, the volunteer 
programme has been perfect for my 
study schedule, as volunteers are 
only required to commit to one four-
hour shift per week. I would highly 
recommend applying for the position!
— Brendon Francis

 What motivated you to get involved in 
a volunteering position?
The principal reason I was motivated 
to find a volunteering position at a 
legal centre was to give up my time 
for the benefit the disadvantaged 
and homeless in our society. Too 
often the plights of individuals 
from a disadvantaged or homeless 
background are ignored and muzzled. 
I believed I could best contribute to 
the lives of even just a few of these 
individuals by applying the legal 
skills and knowledge I’ve attained 
through both study of Legal Studies 
in the HSC, and my Law Degree.

 What has been your biggest challenge?
The biggest challenge I’ve had to 
overcome personally at my time at the 
Shopfront is definitely dealing with 
the sensitive issues surrounding our 
clients’ personal and socio-economic 
background. Whilst strong feelings 
of sympathy and compassion always 
arise on the job with respect to clients’ 
circumstances, it is paramount to 

Desirable Qualities

+ A law student or law graduate doing 
practical legal training
+ An interest in volunteering at an 
institution such as Shopfront over a 
sustained period of time.

Positions Available

Volunteers need to be available on a 
weekday for at least one full day a week 
(or in exceptional circumstances, half a 
day).
 
How to Apply

See theshopfront.org/ for information 
regarding applications.
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remain objective in order to prevent 
emotions impacting on the quality 
of the work you are able to produce. 
This has been a big learning curve 
for me personally, due to my limited 
exposure to these issues previously

 What did you find most rewarding?
Arguably the most rewarding aspect 
of working at the Shopfront was 
seeing the transformation in the 
clients. Seeing the effects of the hard 
work you do being realised in the 
smiles of the clients as they walk in to 
the Shopfront and say thank you – it’s 
very hard to experience something 
more personally fulfilling than that.

 What kind of person do you think this 
program would suit?
Volunteering at the Shopfront 
requires a particular set of skills 
and character traits to excel. You 
need to be an independent worker, 
as the limited amount of staff at the 
Shopfront means that you are given 
a lot of responsibilities, right from 
the get-go. Additionally, you need to 
be able to ‘keep a stiff upper lip’ so to 
speak, as the job is emotionally and 
psychologically demanding, owing to 
the particular circumstances of the 
clients. Finally, you do not need to have 
a special interest in any particular 
field of law to be most suitable for 
the job. All that is important is that 
you have an interest in both the 
technical aspects of the law, and the 
relationship between the law and the 
most vulnerable in our society.
— Dave Mansberg

casework assistance to financially 
disadvantaged individuals seeking 
asylum both in the community and in 
immigration detention. Specifically, the 
program aims to provide asylum seekers 
and refugees the opportunity to live in 
Australia with security, family unity and 
freedom.

Duties and Educational Focus

Duties include country and legal research, 
office and administration, assistance in 
delivery of documents to the Refugee 
Review Tribunal and the Department 
of Immigration and Multicultural 
and Indigenous Affairs. Furthermore, 
students will assist in the lobbying of the 
Minister for Immigration and Citizenship 
in relation to the granting of visas

Desirable Qualities

+ Final year law students and PLT students 
for volunteering placements
+ Commitment to refugee and human 
rights issues
+ Ability to work under pressure, manage 
time and priorities effectively to meet 
strict deadlines
+ Ability to work with clients from 
culturally and linguistically diverse 
backgrounds.

Positions Available

One day per week for a six-month period.
 
How to Apply

Visit racs.org.au/contactracs/working-
at-racs/ for more information.

Juvenile Justice Mentoring Scheme (SULS)

About the Juvenile Justice Mentoring Scheme 
(SULS)

The SULS Juvenile Justice Mentoring 
Scheme offers students the opportunity 

Refugee Advice & Casework Service (RACS)

About the Refugee Advice & Casework Service

RACS provide expert legal advice and 
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Beaches, as well as to members of the 
LGBTIQ community.
 
Duties and Educational Focus
Duties include administration, reception 
and research activities. Students will 
have the opportunity to interact with 
clients, work on files and undertake 
research.
 
Desirable Qualities
+ Completing an undergraduate law 
degree
+ A strong sense of social justice and 
awareness
+Speaking multiple languages is also 
beneficial.
 
Positions Available

At any one time the ICLC will have around 
50 student volunteers. Positions are 
available on a weekly or fortnightly basis. 
The ICLC also accepts applications from 
law graduates intending to complete 
their Practical Legal Training.
 
How to Apply

Phone the centre on 02 9332 1966 or visit.
iclc.org.au/volunteer-program/ for more 
information on volunteer opportunities.

to mentor young residents of the 
Juniperina Justice Centre for Girls and 
the Cobham Juvenile Justice Centre for 
Boys.

Duties and Educational Focus

Mentors will be expected to design 
engaging recreational, inspirational 
and educational programs, often based 
around craft, music, sport or other 
team-building exercises. In particular, 
an atmosphere of inclusivity and 
self-reflexivity is promoted through 
developing consistent, reliable and 
punctual relations between young 
people.

Desirable Qualities

+ A willingness to foster relationships 
and share personal experiences between 
+ An ability to run, or bring in special 
guests that can run, careers workshops, 
art workshops, motivational speakers, 
celebrity guest Q&A’s, etc.

Positions Available

One day per week or fortnight during 
semester, as well as during Winter and 
Summer holiday periods.
 
How to Apply

The Program Co-Chairs may be contacted 
at juvenilejusticementoring@suls.org.au

Inner City Legal Centre
 
About the Inner City Legal Centre

A non profit, community based legal 
Centre located in Kings Cross, the ICLC 
aims to provide innovative, empowering 
and high quality legal services through 
advice, representation, education and 
advocacy. Free legal services are offered 
to residents in the inner city and Northern 
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The Law School can be a challenging 
place to navigate, whether as a first year 
tackling your first case note assignment, 
or as a penultimate year student 
choosing electives. In the hope of easing 
some of the pressures associated 
with your studies, I am very pleased to 
present the 2015 SULS Education Guide. 

This Guide contains a wealth of 
information, ranging from academic 
support services and academic policy 
to study advice and student reviews 
of the diverse range of subjects 
available. While this information is 
not a definitive authority on these 
matters, I hope that it serves as a useful 
accompaniment to the information 
provided by the Faculty and assists you 
in making the most of the educational 
opportunities offered by the Law School. 
 
My thanks go to all who contributed 
to this edition of the Guide, in 
particular, Hope Williams, SULS’ 
Vice-President (Education), and 
Luca Moretti, the Editor-in-Chief, for 
your tireless dedication and effort.

Alice Zhou
SULS President
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Editor in Chief
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and gain great insight across a range 
of legal areas including discrimination, 
family, criminal and employment law. 
This exposure is fantastic in helping 
law students work out what field of law 
we want to work in and the solicitors 
that come in from small and large firms 
for advice nights can be great contacts 
when job-hunting season comes around.
 
Of course it’s not all hard work. CLCs 
are great for building a good network of 
friends from other Sydney law schools 
and the ICLC, as a specialised CLC for the 
LGBTIQ community, has the great honour 
of celebrating the Mardi Gras parade on 
our own float every year. It is definitely 
the highlight of any ICLC volunteer’s year, 
and we all enjoy practicing our dance 
moves and lovingly crafting our float 
weeks in advance!
 
I definitely would recommend to any 
Sydney Law student to volunteer at a 
CLC if they want to attain some practical 
legal experience. With flexible hours, 
interesting and useful work, and the 
benefit of working with wonderful, 
passionate people, the experience you 
gain can be invaluable.

Anoushka William, ICLC

 
My two years volunteering at the Inner 
City Legal Centre (‘ICLC’) has been a truly 
rewarding experience that has given 
me a great passion for community legal 
work, and helped me gain practical 
legal knowledge in many areas of the 
law. As a volunteer at a Community 
Legal Centre (‘CLC’) my main role is to 
liaise with clients over the phone or in-
person, and make them appointments 
with specialised solicitors based on 
their legal requirements. Ordinarily 
CLC clients comprise of disadvantaged 
individuals in the area, and so 
volunteering and facilitating legal advice 
for them can be a very satisfying way 
of giving back to the local community. 
Work for ICLC volunteers ranges from 
receptionist duties, legal research, 
organising “advice-nights“, liaising with 
solicitors, preparing, recording and filing 
various legal documents and written 
correspondence, and undertaking 
plenty of general administrative work. 
CLCs don’t have the luxury of unlimited 
resources so us law students have the 
opportunity of being very involved in 
the day-to-day running of the centre 
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+ Castan Centre Human Rights Moot.
+ Baker & McKenzie National Women’s 
Moot
+ Kirby Contracts Moot
+ Ashurst Private Law Moot
+ Australian Law Students’ Association 
(ALSA) Conference (July Holidays)
+ Administrative Appeals Tribunal 
National Mooting Competition
+ The Sir Harry Gibbs Constitutional Law 
Moot

International:

Students who enjoy and display high 
levels of competency may be given 
the opportunity to participate in 
international law moots. Aside from the 
opportunity to travel whilst representing 
Sydney University (and indeed Australia), 
they may be eligible to receive academic 
credit.

+ Philip C Jessup Law Moot Court 
Competition
+ Willem C. Vis International Commercial 
Arbitration Moot
+ International Maritime Law Arbitration 
Moot

Legal practice obviously involves 
much more then problem questions 
and essays, and Sydney University 
Law School subsequently offers a wide 
range of competitions to cater for a 
range of interests. Using written, oral 
and analytical skills, competitions are 
developed in such a way as to focus 
upon advocacy, client interviewing, 
negotiations and cross-examination. 
Providing insight into the legal 
profession, such competitions are often 
adjudicated by distinguished legal 
professionals, including former High 
Court Justices and members of the Bar.

Internally:

Competitions are tailor made to suit 
particular subjects or legal skills. 
Alongside the listed competitions, SULS 
provides mooting workshops and hosts 
a First Year Moot (limited to first year law 
students). They are:

+ Allens Torts Moot
+ Jones Day Public International Law 
Moot
+ Gilbert + Tobin Federal Constitutional 
Law Moot
+ First Year Moot
+ Herbert Smith Freehills Contracts Moot
+ Corrs Chambers Westgarth Criminal 
Law Moot
+ Henry Davis York Client Interviewing
+ Clayton Utz Negotiations
+ Gadens Witness Examination

Intervarsity Competitions

SULS also competes against the law 
faculties of other universities, which 
range from bilateral to national 
competitions, including:

+ Sir John Peden Contract Law Moot
+ Nicholas Cowdery Criminal Law Moot
+ Justice William Gummow Cup
+ Shine Lawyers National Torts Moot“
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with your studies, I am very pleased to 
present the 2015 SULS Education Guide. 

This Guide contains a wealth of 
information, ranging from academic 
support services and academic policy 
to study advice and student reviews 
of the diverse range of subjects 
available. While this information is 
not a definitive authority on these 
matters, I hope that it serves as a useful 
accompaniment to the information 
provided by the Faculty and assists you 
in making the most of the educational 
opportunities offered by the Law School. 
 
My thanks go to all who contributed 
to this edition of the Guide, in 
particular, Hope Williams, SULS’ 
Vice-President (Education), and 
Luca Moretti, the Editor-in-Chief, for 
your tireless dedication and effort.

Luca Moretti
Editor in Chief
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available. While this information is 
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accompaniment to the information 
provided by the Faculty and assists you 
in making the most of the educational 
opportunities offered by the Law School. 
 
My thanks go to all who contributed 
to this edition of the Guide, in 
particular, Hope Williams, SULS’ 
Vice-President (Education), and 
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your tireless dedication and effort.

Hope Williams
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 What were some of the challenges you 
faced in the Vis moot?
Unlike most competitions run at Sydney 
University, the Vis moot is a marathon, 
not a sprint. It involved giving up 6 
months of my life, mostly over the 
summer holidays, to work with three 
other students (and three coaches) on a 
70 page problem question. The problem 
question was based on an area of law 
that I had not studied; international 
commercial arbitration.  It was a 
challenge doing something new.

 How has your experience in the Vis Moot 
informed your career decisions?
I think the experience has given me a 
better international perspective and 
insight into a rapidly growing practice 
area in Australia. Most commercial law 
firms have international commercial 
arbitration as a practice area, but they’re 
still quite small. In addition, we spent four 
weeks in Europe competing and touring 
in law firms. I have better skills, a broad 
network and I feel like I can leverage 
my experience at Vis to either seek job 
opportunities at home or abroad.

Will Hanna (Willem C. Vis International 
Commercial Arbitration Moot)
 

 How can competitions improve your 
learning?
Strictly speaking, mooting gives 
students a taste of what life would be 
like after study and at the Bar. However, 
mooting usually involves in-depth 
research into often obscure points of 
law. I found I wasn’t terribly good at 
answering problem questions until I had 
done mooting. It’s a chance to practice 
your application of law, and keep revising 
that application until it is correct. It is 
also another opportunity to get feedback 
both from senior students and members 
of the profession.

 What kind of person would be suited to 
mooting?
Anybody! Some people think that 
debaters are the best mooters because 
mooting involves an element of public 
speaking. However, everyone is on an 
even playing field when learning the 
formalities of a moot. I think the most 
suitable person for mooting would be one 
who is committed to finding the answer 
to a problem.
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further develop our arguments.

 Was it a large workload? Over how long?
While the workload is extremely heavy 
and the subject demands a singular 
focus, spanning from November to April 
(if you progress to the international 
rounds), the experience was invaluable 
and extremely rewarding. The skills we 
developed in writing cogent and logical 
legal arguments, presenting submissions 
persuasively, responding to (at times 
unexpected) questions from the bench, 
and working effectively and efficiently 
in a collaborative team environment are 
invaluable and are transferable to any 
subject at law school, and indeed, legal 
practice. If you are fortunate enough to 
progress to the international rounds, 
the Jessup experience is even more 
remarkable.

 How has your experience in the Jessup 
Moot informed your career decisions?
It was profound to meet like-minded 
students from more than 80 countries 
around the world, who had similarly 
dedicated an immense amount of 
time, thought and energy to grappling 
with what was a complex intellectual 
challenge, and appear before benches 
that included judges of the International 
Court of Justice.

Alice Zhou (Part of winning team and Best 
Oralist (Championship Round) Jessup 
Moot)
 

 What are some of the key mooting skills, 
and how well do they supplement your law 
degree?
Mooting is an excellent and unique way 
to translate your legal knowledge into 
practical skills, by exercising your legal 
reasoning and problem solving skills. In 
particular, the Jessup Moot provides an 
unparalleled opportunity to undertake 
in-depth research and develop written 
oral advocacy skills.

 You recently travelled overseas to compete 
in the Jessup Moot. What was your experience 
in this competition like?
In a team of five students, we spent the 
summer holidays researching and writing 
two sets of 9000-word memorials on 
complex and often unresolved questions 
of international law. Before the national 
competition in Canberra, we developed 
our oral submissions and, to this end, 
underwent 20 practice moots, which also 
offered us a rare opportunity to appear 
before and learn from esteemed judges, 
members of the Bar, legal practitioners 
and academics. Before the international 
rounds in Washington DC, we underwent 
a further 20 practice moots to refine and 
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seem daunting. However, the skills, honed 
in researching and writing an original 
piece of scholarship, will reap far greater 
rewards than the mere satisfaction of 
handing a printed, bound and finished 
piece of your sweat and tears into the 
waiting hands of admin staff. 

In particular, whether you want to pursue 
a career in legal academia (if so, please 
check out the ‘Postgraduate Research’ 
section below), in the legal profession, or 
any field beyond, the intensive research 
and communication skills required to 
complete an Honours thesis will prove 
themselves beneficial to you wherever 
your future takes you. The process of 
completing such a detailed and original 
dissertation will make you a master of 
time management and organisation 
skills. Likewise, your communication 
skills will benefit from the actual writing: 
you may soon find that 12,000 words are 
not nearly enough to express your ideas. 
These skills are fully transferrable to any 
career, within or beyond the profession. 

Still not sold? The supervisor-supervisee 
relationship forged in the Honours 
Programme presents a great opportunity 
to learn from an expert in your preferred 
area of law. Working in a one-on-one 
environment with academic leaders in 
their respective fields to develop research 
strategies and produce a polished 
piece of academic writing provides an 
opportunity for students to engage with 
the wider academic vocation.

Finally, Honours is an intensely rewarding 
experience. Beyond the benefits to 
future academic and career endeavours, 
students routinely rate their Honours 
experience as a period of personal growth. 
By exploring an area of personal interest, 
students gain greater insight into their 
chosen career paths, as well as a better 
understanding of their capabilities and 
capacity. 

The Honours Programme

What is it?

The Honours Programme is open to 
students enrolled in the combined law 
(LLB) programme who are in their last 
year of study. The programme is fully 
integrated into students’ coursework, 
and although this does not equate to 
‘further study’, Honours is included in 
this section because it is the perfect 
introduction to postgraduate research. 

At the heart of this programme is the 
completion of a 12,000 word thesis 
on a topic that is both an original 
and substantive contribution to legal 
scholarship. Students choose a topic of 
personal or professional interest within 
the law, working closely with a supervisor 
selected from within the faculty to 
complete a detailed dissertation. 

In order to be eligible for the programme, 
students must have a Weighted 
Average Mark (WAM) of at least 75 
for all compulsory law units (except 
Foundations of Law). Please note that 
the exact WAM required is reassessed 
annually. Entry into the programme, too, 
is highly competitive – roughly only the 
top 20 per cent of the cohort is, generally 
speaking, eligible. For those who are 
eligible, however, the programme offers 
amazing benefits for future study or your 
career in the law.

For further information regarding 
eligibility and the marking process, 
please visit: sydney.edu.au/law/
cstudent/undergrad/honours_program.
shtml.

Why do it?

For most students who endeavour to 
enrol in the Honours Programme, the 
completion of a 12,000 word thesis will 
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Undertaking the Honours program was 
one of the most rewarding, yet difficult, 
experiences that I undertook at Sydney 
Law School. Writing a thesis in law 
was at the same time exhilarating (in 
being able to research areas of interest 
that had not yet been adequately 
addressed by the literature) and 
excruciating (consider the constant 
self-doubt that accompanied such an 
endeavour: "Have I selected the right 
topic? Does it add to the literature? 
Am I right in my assertions of the 
law?" "Why did I choose to do Honours 
in the first place?"). However, if you 
are looking for a challenge, thinking 
about postgraduate study, or simply 
have a burning passion to write about 
a discrete area of law, then Honours is 
definitely something for you.

When I started the Honours semester, 
I genuinely had no idea what to write 
for my thesis. I had enjoyed most of my 
subjects at Sydney Law School, and so 
felt as if I didn’t have a single passion 
or topic to which I wanted to devote 
my 12 000 words. I therefore chose a 
supervisor who I respected, and under 
his guidance, my thesis ended up 
being about whether or not offshore 
oil operators in Australia could be held 
liable, under international or domestic 
law, for damage caused by offshore 
oil pollution to fishing communities 
living in Australia’s neighbouring 
states.

Though I can only speak from my 
own experience, here are the top five 
things that I wish I had known before 
undertaking Honours in law:

1. Choose a supervisor who will push 
you to produce the best quality paper 
possible. You don’t necessarily have 
to have been taught by them – most 
academics will be happy to meet 

with you for a quick chat as long as 
you sound keen about exploring their 
areas of academic interest.

2. Don’t be worried if your thesis 
proposal is completely different 
from your final product. That is to be 
expected after you have done more 
research into your area.

3. Write early, and often. It is only when 
you have substantive words on a page 
that you can really start structuring 
your arguments. Writing early will also 
help you work out if your topic is too 
narrow or too broad.

4. Send drafts to your supervisor/
friends/family as soon as you can to 
get early feedback – you may find that 
this is instrumental in shaping your 
final product.

5. Expect to feel stressed and lacking 
in confidence as the due date 
approaches. Writing a thesis may be 
an entirely new experience for you (as 
it was for me), and from the outset the 
process may seem daunting. However, 
as long as you stay committed to your 
work from the beginning, and have 
a sustained focus on it during the 
semester, there is no reason why you 
can’t produce an excellent paper. 
— Mel Chen

The Law Honours program is a great 
opportunity to engage in detailed 
research in an area of interest and to 
produce an extended piece of work. In 
choosing an area of focus, students 
should consider the areas of law 
in which they are most interested, 
as well as those areas which are 
most amenable to unique, original 
academic contributions. Determining 
this can often be assisted by speaking 
to a number of academics and seeking 
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their advice as to potential areas of 
research (a process which may also 
assist in choosing a supervisor). 
Although students’ experiences with 
supervisors varies based on the 
approach of each academic to the 
supervisor-student relationship, I 
found that the relationship can be 
most beneficial if you are able to attend 
meetings with specific and clear 
questions on which you would like 
guidance. Similarly, providing drafts 
of your work relatively early in the 
process (rather than a month from the 
due date) will allow you to gain more 
substantive feedback which can be 
realistically implemented, particularly 
if there are significant structural or 
substantive issues with your work in 
its early stage.
 
Although the timeframe of one 
semester to research, comprehend 
and develop a thesis presents a 
considerable challenge, particularly 
for those without experience in 
thesis-length academic writing, the 
experience is invaluable for those 
hoping to pursue further legal study 
or research. Students can overcome 
the relatively restricted time-frame 
by beginning wider reading prior to 
the commencement of semester 
so as to familiarize oneself with 
the existing literature, attempting 
to carry out targeted research and 
reading relatively early in the process, 
and commencing writing as soon as 
possible – writing can often be the best 
way to develop and crystallise ideas 
and to identify areas in which further 
research may need to be done. 
— Robert Pietriche

Taking the Law Honours elective was a 
truly rewarding experience, and offers 
an appropriate sense of closure at 
the end of one’s legal studies. For me, 
the hardest part was not the research 
and writing itself, but locating a topic 
and supervisor, which can be difficult 
to do without the guidance of older 
students. Choosing a supervisor with 
adequate experience in your chosen 
area is vital, but time-consuming, 
and should be begun well in advance. 
Once you have a topic, however, I 
found the research and writing a really 
creative and engaging task. Honours 
is by no means easy, but was without 
doubt the most valuable elective I’ve 
taken – not only does it allow you to 
explore your real interests in novel 
and independent ways, it also opens 
many doors in preparing yourself for 
postgraduate study.
— Lucy Bradshaw

Postgraduate Coursework

There are two avenues of postgraduate 
coursework available to students at 
Sydney Law School: the Master of Laws 
(LLM) and Graduate Diplomas. 

The Sydney LLM

The Master of Laws programme at 
the University of Sydney is one of the 
most reputable postgraduate law 
coursework programmes in Australia 
and internationally. It comprises of 48 
credit points (equivalent to eight units 
of study). Masters candidates have a 
great degree of flexibility in their choice 
of subjects and areas of specialisation: 
the programme covers a number of areas 
of law, from taxation to environment law, 
human rights to commercial practice, 
reflecting the diversity of areas of 
legal practice. This flexibility enables 
candidates to tailor their own degree 
program, picking subjects relevant to 
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their personal interests or professional 
needs. 

Admission is restricted to those who have 
completed a law degree or equivalent. 

Specialist Masters

In addition to the Master of Laws 
programme, Sydney Law School also 
offers thirteen specialist masters 
courses. These are:

+ Master of Administrative Law and Policy
+ Master of Business Law
+ Master of Criminology
+ Master of Environmental Law
+ Master of Environmental Science and 
Law (jointly with the Faculty of Science)
+ Master of Global Law
+ Master of Health Law
+ Master of International Law
+ Master of International Taxation
+ Master of Jurisprudence
+ Master of Labour Law and Relations
+ Master of Law and International 
Development
+ Master of Taxation

Graduate Diplomas

For prospective students unwilling 
or unable to commit to the 48 credit 
point Sydney LLM, but who would like 
to pursue postgraduate study, Sydney 
Law School offers Graduate Diplomas 
in Law (GradDipLaw). These require the 
completion of 24 credit points from 
one of eleven areas of specialisation. 
The minimum time commitment to 
complete this course is six months for 
full time students, and one year for part 
time students. 

Upon completion of the Sydney 
GradDipLaw, candidates may upgrade 
to a Master of Laws (LLM) if they wish to 
pursue further study.

The eleven Graduate Diplomas offered 
are:

+ Graduate Diploma in Commercial Law
+ Graduate Diploma in Corporate 
Securities and Finance Law
+ Graduate Diploma in Criminology
+ Graduate Diploma in Environmental 
Law
+ Graduate Diploma in Health Law
+ Graduate Diploma in International 
Business law
+ Graduate Diploma in International Law
+ Graduate Diploma in Jurisprudence
+ Graduate Diploma in Law
+ Graduate Diploma in Public Health Law
+ Graduate Diploma in Taxation

Postgraduate Research

The University of Sydney offers four 
programs in postgraduate research 
designed to further develop candidate’s 
research, communication and 
organisational skills, and to prepare 
them for careers in legal academia, as 
well as in public and private practice. 
In 2015, these four degrees are: Doctor 
of Philosophy (PhD), Doctor of Juridical 
Studies (SJD), Master of Criminology by 
Research (MCrim) and Master of Laws 
(LLM) by Research.

For further information, please visit 
sydney.edu.au/law/fstudent/research/
index.shtml 

Doctor of Philosophy

As with Honours, candidates in the 
PhD programme at Sydney Law School 
are expected to produce a substantial 
and original thesis in a topic of their 
choosing, working closely with a 
supervisor from the department. In 
2015, the thesis is required to be 100,000 
words. Furthermore, candidates in 
the programme undertake studies in 
Legal Research to further develop these 

Fu
rt

h
er

 S
tu

d
y 

/ 
A

t 
S

yd
n

ey
 L

a
w

 /



Fu
rt

h
er

 S
tu

d
y 

/ 
A

t 
S

yd
n

ey
 L

a
w

 /

104

have access to funding in the form 
of scholarships, depending on which 
degree they enrol in – for example, 
Australian Postgraduate Awards (APA) 
and University of Sydney Postgraduate 
Awards (UPA). For more information, see: 
sydney.edu.au/law/fstudent/research/
scholarships.shtml. 

skills. In line with the flexibility of the 
postgraduate coursework programmes, 
students with insufficient research 
skills may opt to commence a Masters of 
Law by Research, and upgrade to the PhD 
programme once sufficient progress is 
demonstrated.

The PhD program requires a minimum 
commitment of three years full time, 
and may be extended to a maximum 
of eight years part-time. Admission is 
assessed by reference to prior academic 
qualifications, research and publication 
experience, and the suitability of the 
proposed course of study and research. 
Generally speaking, students are 
expected to have completed a law degree 
with at least a high second class honours. 
These requirements are uniform across 
the postgraduate research programs 
outlined below.

Doctor of Juridical Studies

The Doctor of Juridical Studies (SJD) 
is a combination of coursework and 
research, with a thesis component of 
75,000 words. In this regard, the SJD is a 
bridge between the LLM by Coursework 
and the PhD. 

Master of Criminology by Research and 
Master of Laws by Research 

At their core, these programs both entail 
writing an original thesis of 50,000 words. 
The key difference is that the Master of 
Criminology by Research is tailored to 
focus upon criminal law and criminology, 
and hence there is a greater emphasis 
on social aspects. Both programs require 
candidates to undertake a compulsory 
legal research unit of study.

Scholarships and Funding

Candidates in Sydney Law School’s 
postgraduate research programs may 
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Oxford and Cambridge Pathways

Students in the combined law and JD 
programmes have the opportunity to 
undertake the final semester of their 
legal studies as the first semester of a 
postgraduate coursework program at 
the prestigious English universities 
Oxford and Cambridge. 

The Oxford Bachelor of Civil Laws 
(BCL) is highly regarded as one of 
the most prestigious legal degrees in 
the common law world. A number of 
important legal luminaries – including 
names you might recognise from your 
legal studies, such as Justices Keane 
and Heydon, and prominent human 
rights barrister Geoffrey Robertson 
QC – have undertaken the Oxford 
BCL. Likewise, the Cambridge LLM is 
highly regarded, offering students 
the possibility to study postgraduate 
coursework at one of the oldest and 
most highly regarded universities in 
the world.

Instead of completing the last 
semester of their studies at the 
University of Sydney, successful 
applicants to the Oxford/Cambridge 
Pathways program commence their 
postgraduate program at the start 
of the September semester at their 
respective British universities. In line 
with the nature of the partnership, 
the duration of the BCL/LLM will be 
reduced by one semester to account 
for successful applicants’ prior 
studies. 

Eligibility is on the basis of academic 
merit. To apply, students must have 
completed four semesters at the 
University of Sydney Law School in 

either the LLB or JD. Furthermore, 
all compulsory units in the 
degree—including Jurisprudence 
and International/Comparative/
Transnational elective requirements—
must be completed before enrolment 
in the pathway programs. 

All fees, travel and living expenses are 
incurred by the student. However, this 
does not exclude all but the super-
rich from taking part in the program. 
A number of scholarships are 
available on the basis of academic 
merit to assist those students 
without sufficient funds to take 
part in the program. In particular, 
the Peter Cameron Sydney-Oxford 
Scholarship is awarded annually on 
the recommendation of the Dean for 
students intending on undertaking 
study at Oxford University. 
Applications close in January of the 
year of intended study. For more 
information, see: sydney.edu.au/
law/scholarships/bachelor-laws-llb-
students/peter-cameron-sydney-
oxford.shtml. 

Oxford

The Law School’s partnership with 
Oxford University has opened 
pathways to two prestigious Masters 
qualifications: the BCL, and the 
Masters of Law and Finance. 

The BCL is a masters-level 
qualification and comprises of four 
units of study from a variety of areas 
of legal practice including domestic, 
European, and international law. The 
program places great importance 
on tutorial teaching, and the diverse 
nature of Oxford presents an amazing 
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opportunity for cross-cultural 
interaction. 

The Masters of Law and Finance is 
a specialist degree. Students are 
expected to complete subjects in the 
area of finance, financial transactions, 
and principles of financial economics. 

The experience of studying at Oxford 
is, without doubt, unique.  From the 
first meal in a wood-panelled college 
dining hall, one is surrounded by 
people who are, or will be, leaders in 
their fields: neuroscientists, cyber 
security experts, mathematicians, 
policy wonks, classicists and, of 
course, lawyers.
 
The array of extracurricular activities 
is no less diverse than Oxford’s global 
cohort of students and teachers. 
Among many other experiences, I 
have spoken in a debate at the Oxford 
Union and seen a variety of characters 
hold forth in that fabled chamber: the 
defence lawyer of Norwegian mass 
murderer Anders Breivik, former 
English test cricket captain Andrew 
Strauss, a former Prime Minister of 
Pakistan and France’s National Front 
leader, Marine Le Pen (to name but a 
few).  
 
There has been some captivating 
teaching.  Adrian Zuckerman, doyen 
of English civil procedure scholarship, 
is still plying his trade, confounding 
students’ preconceptions about the 
correct way to run civil trials.  It was 
thrilling to attend his lectures and 
then to challenge him face-to-face in 
a tutorial with just one other student 
in the room.
 
Former High Court justice, Dyson 
Heydon, attended a term of seminars 
in another of my subjects.   I enjoyed 

hearing his responses to the Oxford 
dons’ highly theoretical approach to 
private law.
 
The curriculum frequently takes 
black-letter areas of law (e.g. evidence, 
commercial remedies, trusts, private 
international law) and problematises 
their conceptual underpinnings 
to a degree that one may not have 
previously thought possible (or, 
indeed, desirable).  Some classes are 
taught in seminar format, placing 
an emphasis on student discussion 
that is often pitched at a very high 
level.  Frequently, too, these seminars 
are led by several teachers who may 
disagree with each other’s ways of 
understanding the relevant area of 
law.  The course on Restitution is one 
example.
 
During the BCL, one takes four courses 
for the entire nine months.  One of the 
four may be a dissertation.  Except for 
the dissertation option, assessment 
is in almost all courses constituted by 
exams at the end of the degree.  Each 
exam usually consists of three essay 
questions to be completed in three 
hours (although in some instances 
there are problem questions).   The 
emphasis is upon high-level theoretical 
debate and critical analysis of the 
law, rather than on its application to 
concrete problems.  The contrast with 
one’s experience at Sydney Law School 
can be jarring.
 
For most subjects (though not all), 
there is a total of four tutorials 
throughout the year.  A tutorial involves 
a small group of students (sometimes 
as few as one or two) discussing, with 
the tutor, essays they have prepared 
in advance.  These are not like the 
research essays that are sometimes 
the basis of assessment at Sydney Law 
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School.  There is no formal citation.  Nor 
does one necessarily need to conduct 
extensive research of one’s own.  The 
idea is to write essays like those that 
students have one hour to write in an 
exam.  
 
Putting questions of the considerable 
cost to one side, there are a number of 
factors a Sydney Law School graduate 
should weigh when considering 
whether to do a BCL at Oxford. 
Foremost among them is that the 
BCL is the consummate lawyer’s law 
degree.  By contrast, many American 
law schools offer more courses that 
have a regulatory, policy, political or 
historical bent. The assumption in the 
Oxford BCL is very much that students 
wish to practise law (often at the Bar) 
and are genuinely interested in its 
intricacies. If you are interested in 
pursuing other avenues, you should 
consider this very hard.  However, if 
you are eager to practise law in the 
UK or Europe, the constant, active 
recruitment of Oxford students by 
firms and other organisations should 
count in favour of the BCL.
— Daniel Ward (Oxford, BCL)

Cambridge

The partnership with Cambridge 
University allows successful students 
to pursue one of two avenues of 
postgraduate law: the Cambridge LLM, 
and the more specialised Masters in 
Corporate Law (MCL). 

The Cambridge LLM is a year-long 
program and is taught on a coursework 
basis. Cambridge Masters candidates 
have the opportunity to study one of 
Cambridge’s specialist areas of law 
in a supportive and historically well-
regarded environment.

Like the Cambridge LLM, the Masters 
in Corporate Law (MCL) is a year-
long program. However, the MCL is 
specially tailored for those intending 
to practice or research in business 
law. It is one of the highest regarded 
postgraduate corporate law programs 
in the world.  
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of the US legal system is required. This 
involves the requirement of completing 
one of the following American law 
subjects: Civil Procedure, Constitutional 
Law, Contracts, Corporations, Criminal 
Law, Family Law, Legislation and 
Regulation, Property, Taxation, and 
Torts. Furthermore, Harvard strongly 
encourages prospective candidates to 
the LLM program to take courses on 
American legal theory and history. 

Scholarships and Financial Support

A number of scholarships are on 
offer, through Harvard Law School, 
for international students. For further 
information, see: law.harvard.edu/
prospective/jd/why/academics/index.
html.  

However, of particular note is the 
Fulbright Scholarship. This is an 
agreement between Australian and 
American universities, whereby 
postgraduate candidates may be eligible 
to receive funding towards completion 
of a postgraduate program at an 
American university, including Masters 
programs. The Fulbright Scholarship 
provides successful applicants with 
medical insurance, and living and 
travel expenses, to the value of $40,000. 
Furthermore, the prestige of a Fulbright 
Scholarship affords to successful 
candidates networking opportunities as 
well as media publicity. 

For further information on the Fulbright 
Postgraduate Scholarship, see: fulbright.
com.au/index.php/australian-applicant/
postgraduate. 

The National University of Singapore (NUS)

The Singapore LLM

The National University of Singapore has 
one of the highest-regarded law schools 

Although by all means the most 
convenient avenue for stepping out 
into international postgraduate degree 
programs, the Oxford and Cambridge 
Pathways is not the only way of 
pursuing study in postgraduate law at 
a prestigious, renowned international 
university. The two examples below— 
Harvard Law School, and the National 
University of Singapore—demonstrate 
the postgraduate degree programs on 
offer around the world, and how to secure 
oneself financially. These have been 
chosen as they reflect both importance 
of globalisation in the legal profession, 
and Australia’s increasingly strong ties 
with the Asia-Pacific region—as well 
as the existence of English-language 
legal programmes in each of these 
destinations.

Harvard Law School

The Harvard LLM

Harvard is widely renowned as one 
of the best law schools in the United 
States. In 2015, it was ranked by QS as 
the world’s best law school—outranking 
both Cambridge and Oxford. The LLM 
programme at Harvard Law School is a 
year-long programme designed to further 
immerse candidates in the philosophy of 
law. 

Students can choose from more than 
300 subjects across Harvard Law 
School’s areas of expertise, as well as 
from related fields in other faculties of 
the university. Furthermore, students 
have the flexibility of opting to submit 
an extensive research paper of 50 pages 
on a topic of their choosing, developed in 
consultation with a supervisor from the 
law faculty. 

For international students holding legal 
qualifications from outside the US and 
Puerto-Rico, demonstrated knowledge 

in the Asia-Pacific region. In the 2015 QS 
rankings, NUS received the fourteenth 
highest law school ranking in the world 
– and the highest of a non-Australian 
university in Asia. 

The Singapore LLM is a year-long 
coursework program taught in English. 
Students have the opportunity to 
specialise in one of five focus areas. In 
2015, these areas of specialisation are:

+ Corporate and Financial Services Law
+ Intellectual Property and Technology 
Law
+ International and Comparative Law
+ Maritime Law
+ Asian Legal Studies

One advantage of the Singapore LLM 
is geographical proximity to Australia. 
Unlike other English language legal 
institutions, for which attendance 
requires twenty-four hour flights valued 
at $1,500 or more, Singapore is a mere 
eight-hour flight from Sydney, and 
flights are comparably quite cheap. 
Furthermore like the options above, 
Singapore is a common law country: 
so prospective students will not be 
overwhelmed by having to learn an 
entirely different system of law. Likewise, 
Singapore’s diverse ethnic make-up and 
location in Asia enables students to gain 
a greater cross-cultural understanding, 
as well as offering the opportunity to 
gain or develop language skills in one of 
the three non-English languages of the 
island-state: Malay, Tamil or Mandarin.

With respect to funding, the National 
University of Singapore offers a range 
of scholarships and bursaries to 
international students. For further 
information, see: law.nus.edu.sg/giving_
to_law/scholarships.html. 
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